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BIOGRAPHICAL

Name







Date of Birth

Address 

Phone number 

Where were you born? town, county, state, country

Marital status

Name of Spouse

Where is your spouse from? How did you meet your spouse? 

Children’s names and ages.

What languages do you speak?

WORK 

Education/training?

Work Experience?

How did you start working in/as ______?  

Did/does anyone in your family do similar work?  Have your grand/children/nieces/nephews continued in this line of work?

If a family member did similar work, were you influenced by them?

Have any of your descendents or friends/neighbors gone on to do _____ (your work)?  Have you taught/trained anyone?

How did you learn to do _____?  

Describe some of your first days on the job?  Remember any mistakes you made? Your proudest moment?

Walk us through your work place, visually?

What hours did you work? How was the end of the day signaled? Did you keep a timesheet?

What was your starting and ending wage? 

When and how did you receive a raise?  

CO-WORKERS/SOCIALIZING

What were some of the annual events or “rituals” you held at your workplace?  Practical jokes, tell stories, holiday parties, initiation of new workers?

How did you socialize with your co-workers outside of work? 

What were the attitudes toward women in the workplace?

Who were the workers most respected in your line of work and why?

What did you usually bring with you for lunch?  How did you keep it cold/hot?

Any encounters with especially difficult bosses?

If you worked at home, where in your home did you work?  Did you intersperse your work with housework?  Get together with others working from home?

UNIONS

Did you ever join a union?  What services did the union provide?  Were workers in favor or opposed to the union?  What were your dues?  Are people still in the union?

CHANGES OVER TIME

How did various events in history affect your work?  for egs. WWII or Vietnam War or farm crisis in the 1980s or flood of 1939.

How has your work changed over time?  Are you doing the same things now that you were when you first started?  Is the product changed, the market changed, 

What is your biggest concern for Perry County today? If there were one thing in Perry County you could change, what would it be?

HOBBYS

Did your work ever become a hobby? for example, planing logs at the sawmill but take scraps home to carve or build ornamental items.  Do you sell what you make?

Have you taught others your hobby?

COMMUNITY

If you worked for a local business, in what ways was the business a part of community life? a gathering place? patrons?

What are your memories of the 

· Cotton Mill, 

· Clark Brothers Pottery, 

· Tell City Chair Company, 

· US Hames Company, 

· Krogman Distillery, 

· the ferry boat, 

· mussell-shell mining/button-making, 

· Knott Factory?

PHILOSOPHICAL/GENERAL

What do you like most about living in Perry County?  What do you like least?

If you had life to live over again, what, if anything, would you do differently?

If you were to give any advice or direction to me, what would it be? 

If you had to say you learned one lesson in your life, what would it be?

What is the key to happiness in life?

Looking ahead, what are your hopes and dreams? What things do you hope to accomplish in your life?

FOLKLORE

Do you know of any good, true stories that have happened to people from around here? Could you retell it as well as you can remember?

Do you know any old, wise sayings?

Do you know any home remedies?

What are some of the ways you use to predict weather?

Do you have a special prayer that you have prayed during your lifetime? How does it go? Why is this particular prayer important to you?

BELIEF

How important has God been in your life?

What values did you try to teach your children?

What do you value most in life?

Are there others you know that you think we should interview?  

