A List of Ideas for Educators:  Traditional Arts Indiana

Parks and Recreation

@
Three month summer “Folklorist in Residency” at State Park. A folklorist can provide public programming for state park – bringing in local traditional artists and tradition bearers for evening concerts, interactive programs for children, and small festivals. 

@
Sponsor a small festival. Invite your local traditional artists and musicians to demonstrate and share their knowledge. Encourage local food and crafts vendors.

@
Research through oral interviews the architectural (cemeteries) and land-use history of your park.  Include their stories in the cultural interpretation of the park.

K-12 Education—Teachers!

@
Invite a traditional artist into the classroom.  Have them share their knowledge with the students.  Encourage the students to discover the skill it takes to make straight and tiny quilt stitches – learn from the artist how they mastered their art.

@
Encourage your students to interview their parents, grandparents or neighbors.  The local community is a rich resource from which to learn and interact.  Visit www.carts.org to learn more about Folklife in Education, a pedagogical process that uses the students’ own lives and communities as a base from which to learn.

@
Develop a web page or a small publication from the material the students collect.

Cooperative County Extension 

@
4-H Folk Patterns lesson plans.  Introduce your 4-H leaders to this successful program from Michigan State University Cooperative Extension Service. Order from MSU Bulletin Office, Box 231, E. Lansing, MI  48824, $12.

Cultural Tourism


@
Develop a driving or walking tour through your community.  Include intriguing information about the people who live, work, and create in your neighborhood, town, or region.

@
Market local traditional crafts in local and regional stores.

Local Museums

@
Include contemporary artists in your museum’s programming and exhibits.  An exhibit on historic quilts can be enhanced by offering a workshop on quilting featuring a master quilter.  

@
Organize a community oral history project.  Record the stories and experiences of the elders in your community before it’s too late.  

@
Create a community archive, a secure place to preserve your community’s photos, letters, etc.

Traditional Knowledge/Conservation Education
@
Could explore the practice of morel/ginseng/yellow root hunting, use of plants for medicine, agricultural skills, beliefs about the weather, water witching, ecology of farming and hunting, natural or found materials used in crafts such as basket-making, wood carving, or weaving.
For technical help and advice, contact our office at Traditional Arts Indiana, 812/855-0418 or email at tradarts@indiana.edu.

