The Bylaws of Nellie Showers Teter Quadrangle

STUDENT GOVERNMENT

Section 1. The Election Code

A. The TQSG President, the Executive Vice President, Executive Assistant, and Executive Directors shall be elected in accordance with the RHA Election Code. 


B. All candidates seeking TQSG offices shall submit their applications to the Teter Election Commissioner no later than seven days prior to the date of the election. 


C. Applications for office shall be made available no later than twenty-one days prior to the date of the election and shall be held open for no less than fourteen days prior to the date of the election. 


D. All candidates for Executive Offices must be in good academic standing with Indiana University. First semester freshman are exempt from this requirement. 


E. The Teter Election Commission shall review all applications within seventy-two hours of receiving the applications. 


F. The Elections Commissioner must notify all applicants whether or not they are eligible within ten days of the date of the election. 


G. The President shall appoint four governors and, upon recommendation of the Judicial Board Chairperson, two judicial board members to the Elections Commission. All appointments are subject to the approval of the BOG. 


H. The President shall appoint an Elections Commissioner from the members of the Elections Commission, subject to the approval of the BOG. 


I. The Elections Commission must give all applicants a copy of the Teter Constitution and bylaws upon receipt of a completed application. 


J. The general application for the office must include space for the following: 

1. The applicant’s name

2. The applicant’s campus address and phone number

3. The position the applicant is running for

4. A statement of whether or not the candidate is in good academic standing 

5. The applicant’s class standing

6. Party affiliation (if it applies)


K. Any candidate seeking office as a member of an organized political party must submit party affiliation within seven days of the date of the election. 


L. Descriptions of the offices up for election and the election code shall be posted in several high traffic areas within thirty days of the date of the election. 


M. The polling place shall be located indoors within thirty feet of the entrance to the Teter Cafeteria. 


N. The Elections Commissioner shall guarantee the following: 

1. Workers will be present at the polling place at all times. 

2. The polls remain open at least four hours during the day. 

3. Poll workers are prevented from wearing clothing, buttons, hats, or any other apparel 

4. hat supports any one candidate. 

5. Poll workers shall not advise voters except to provide assistance in actually voting on a ballot. 

6. The candidates are listed by party, then at random (for independent candidates) for respective offices. There shall be no option to vote ‘straight ticket’ 

7. Ballots are prepared according to the RHA Election Code.


O. Poll workers and the Election Commissioner shall guarantee the following: 

1. Each voter is able to fill her/his vote in privacy. 

2. Ballots remain within twenty feet of the polling place. 

3. No campaigning may take place within a fifty feet of the polling place. 

4. No campaign material is allowed within the fifty feet of the polling place, except the material carried by voters.


P. All campaigning shall take place in accordance with the RHA Election Code and is subject to the following restrictions: 

1. All campaigning is to be done in an orderly and fair manner. 

2. Door-to-door campaigning may be done only with the approval of the respective floor’s Resident Assistant. The candidate must be accompanied by a resident of the floor. 

3. No campaign materials may be placed under doors. 

4. Mailbox stuffing is only allowed with the approval of the Teter Community Council. All the mailbox stuffers must be given to the Center Desk no later than 10am on the day prior to the election.  [This is outlawed in the RHA elections code.]
5. No campaigning may take place in the Teter Cafeteria or the front steps of the Rabb building. 

6. All materials to be passed out or hung up in designated areas must be approved by the President, and the Teter Residence Manager. 

7. Disposal of all campaign material is the sole responsibility of the candidates. 

8. The Teter Election Commission shall have the authority to take disciplinary action against any person found in violation of this code.


Q. Ballot tabulation, certification of the election results and the declaration of the winners shall take place in the following manner: 

1. Tabulation of the ballots shall be carried out in strict privacy only by the members of the Elections Commission. No person who is counting the ballots may leave the counting place during the duration of the counting period. 

2. The Election Commission shall be the sole judge of the validity of each ballot cast. 

3. The Election Commission shall count the votes for each candidate and certify the final count. 

4. The statement of certification shall contain the number of votes cast for each candidate, the total number of votes cast, the total number of invalid votes cast, and the total number of votes cast for each office. 

5. The Election Commission shall declare any candidate who receives a simple majority of valid votes for an office the winner of that office. 

6. In the event that no candidate receives a simple majority for an office which two or more candidates are seeking, the Elections Commission shall hold a run-off election between the top two candidates within fourteen days of the first election. This run-off election shall be subject to the same restrictions and regulations as all other TQSG elections. 

7. The Election Commission shall submit the certification statement, any declaration of winners. And any orders for run-off elections to the BOG within eight days of the election verification. Upon verification by the BOG, the election results shall be considered official and binding.


R. Any protest of the election results shall be conducted in accordance with the RHA Election Code and the Constitution of Nellie Showers Teter Quadrangle. 


S. The President shall be inaugurated in accordance to the TQSG Constitution and shall be administered the following oath by the Judicial Board Chairperson: 

"I _________ do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of Nellie Showers Teter Quadrangle, and that I will faithfully execute the office of the President of Teter Quadrangle."


T. The Executive Vice President, Executive Assistant and all Directors shall be inaugurated in accordance to the TQSG Constitution and shall be administered the following oath by the Judicial Board Chairperson: 

"I _________ do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of Nellie Showers Teter Quadrangle, and that I will faithfully execute the duties and responsibilities of the office of (Executive Vice President/ Executive Assistant/ Director of…) of Teter Quadrangle."

Section 2. Responsibilities of Teter Quad Executive Officers


A. The President shall:

1. Communicate the needs, desires and opinions of the residents to the Residence Hall Association, Indiana University, and the community. 

2. Represent the members of the TQSG to the RHA, Indiana University, and the community. 

3. Communicate the attitudes and actions of the RHA, Indiana University, and the community to the members of TQSG. 

4. Enforce and administer the policies and legislation of the Teter Quad Board of Governors. 

5. Coordinate the efforts of the Executive Council toward attaining their established goals. 

6. Coordinate the efforts of the Community Council toward attaining their established goals. 

7. Establish special committees as she/he deems necessary. 

8. Be responsible for, upon recommendation of the Executive Council, selection new members for appointed positions within TQSG. All appointments are subject to approval of the BOG 

9. Serve as an advisor to all standing and ad hoc committees established. 

10. Attend all Presidents’ Council and BOG meetings. 

11. Preside at all Executive Council and Community Council meetings.
12. Draft a budget at the beginning of each session in accordance with the Teter Director of Finance.


B. The Executive Vice President shall:

1. Coordinate the efforts of the BOG toward attaining its goals, and preside at all its meetings. 

2. Be, in cooperation with the Executive Council, responsible for planning the agenda for the Teter Board of Governors meetings. 

3. Act as the Presiding Officer and parliamentarian at all BOG meetings 

4. Serve as an advisory member to the Appropriations Committee.  [As far as I know, there is no appropriations committee.  It is not listed in the constitution or was not made by the President, so it does not exist.]
5. Organize the operations of the Teter Kitchen located next to the Conference Room. This includes cleaning, making improvements, and general upkeeping.


C. The Executive Assistant shall:

1. Maintain and have available an accurate record of the actions of the Boards, Commissions, Councils, and Committees of TQSG 

2. Provide the Executive Vice President and Director of Technology of the Executive Council with copies of the minutes of the BOG meetings at least three days prior to the next BOG meeting. 

3. Carry out the correspondence of the TQSG. 

4. Maintain the Teter Student Government office and purchase supplies for the operation of TQSG. 

5. Maintain and have available an accurate record of the Teter Constitution, Bylaws, policies and legislation of the TQSG.


D. The Director of Programming shall:

1. Preside at all meetings of the Teter Board of Vice-Governors and coordinate the efforts of the BOVG towards establishing its goals. 

2. Report the BOG on the attitudes and action of the BOVG committees from the members of the BOVG, as established by the bylaws. 

3. Provide quality programming for the residents of Teter 

4. Attend all RHA programming meetings


E. The Director of Sports and Recreation shall :

1. Preside at all meetings of the Board of Sports and Recreation and coordinate the efforts of the BOSR toward establishing its goals. 

2. Report to the BOG the attitudes and actions of the BOSR. 

3. Manage the Teter Quad Recreation Room, Volleyball Court, and Music Practice Room. 

4. Attend all RHA programming meetings


F. The Director of Communications shall :

1. Preside at all meetings of the Board of Communications and coordinate the efforts of the BOG toward establishing its goals. 

2. Report to the BOG the attitudes and actions of the BOG. 

3. Assist in coordinating the publicity and advertising of quad wide events to the residents of Teter Quad. 

4. Be responsible for the BI-weekly publication of the Teter Bathroom Reader. 

5. Attend all RHA communications meetings.


G. The Director of Financial Affairs shall:

1. At least once per quarter give each member of the BOG a statement of the financial state of Teter Quad. 

2. Maintain and have available an accurate record of the money in the TQSG accounts. 

3. Deposit money collected for and from the students in the TQSG accounts with Student Organizational Accounts. 

4. Pay money out of TQSG accounts in accordance with the budget and in accordance with the BOG. 

5. Be responsible for planning the TQSG budget quarterly with the cooperation of the President, pending the approval of the BOG. 


H. The Judicial Board Chairperson shall:

1. Preside at all meetings of the Teter Judicial Board. 

2. Represent the Teter Judicial Board within Teter Quad and to the RHA, Indiana University, the Executive Council, the community, and the Dean of Student Services’ Office. 


I. The Director of Multiculturalism shall:

1. Work closely with the Diversity Interest Group (DIG) and Teter’s Black Student Union, Community Educators, and Alcohol Drug Peer Educators in creating and implementing social and educational programs that promote cultural, racial, sexual, and religious diversity. 

2. Serve as an advisor to the Diversity Committee. 

3. Attend all RHA programming meetings


J. The Director of Environmental Affairs shall:

1. Work closely with Teter’s Residence Manager and the Environmental Committee to implement and help oversee a quad-wide recycling program. 

2. Work closely with the Environmental Committee to implement educational and social programs that promote environmental awareness. 

3. Serve as an advisor to the Environmental Committee. 

4. Attend all meetings of the RHA Board of Environmental Managers


K. The Director of Technology shall:

1. Attend all Teter BOG meetings and report the state of The Teter Quad Student Government Web Site (URL: http://www.indiana.edu/~tqsg). 

2. Build, maintain and update the Teter Quad Student Government Web Site. 

3. Check and reply to, or forward the emails from the email account tqsg@indiana.edu. 

4. Be responsible for collecting the feedback forms and sending to the appropriate executive. 

5. Keeping all passwords and ensuring their secrecy. 

6. Maintaining the office computer and fulfilling all the necessary tasks in doing so. 

7. Be fluent in the computer programs and languages necessary to run the web site. 

8. Work closely with the Director of Communications to inform the residents of Teter by means of the web site.


L. The Director of Special Projects shall: 

1. Preside at all meetings of the Teter Phianthropy Committee, and coordinate their efforts towards attaining their established goals. 

2. Provide opportunities for the residents of Teter to get involved in the community through community service. 

3. Coordinate all TQSG fundraising efforts. 

4. Coordinate all special conflicts that may arise. 

5. Attend all RHA Community Involvement meetings.


M. The Director of Campus Involvement shall: 

1. Coordinate Teter’s efforts in all campus-wide activities including Homecoming, Dance Marathon, IU Sing, Spirit of Sport, and Little 500, and work with the appropriate director for each event (e.g. working with the Director of Sports and Rec. on Spirit of Sport). 

2. Attend all RHA Campus Involvement meetings. 

3. Attend all meetings for the specific events.

Section 3. Finances

A. All money collected from the residents of Teter Quad for the TQSG and from the TQSG facilities shall be under the jurisdiction of the BOG. 

B. The BOG shall approve a budget by the end of each quarter. 

C. All money paid from the TQSG accounts shall be authorized by the BOG. 

D. The money in the Executive Fundraiser account shall be under the jurisdiction of the Executives because all monies in that account are a result of fundraising, and was not collected from the student activity fee.

Section 4. Standing Rules of the BOG

A. The BOG shall be divided into the following standing committees:

1. The Diversity Committee shall be compromised of no less than three Governors and shall be responsible for education concerning issues of racial and cultural diversity as well as assisting the Student Cultural Diversity Committee in coordinating events of a culturally diverse nature in cooperation with Teter’s Resident Assistants. This committee shall consider all legislation dealing with diversity. 

2. The Foods Liaison Committee shall exist unless there is no longer food service in Teter. It shall:

a. Consist of five governors, appointed by the President upon the approval of the BOG. 

b. Meet regularly with the Foods Coordinator to discuss menu selection, food quality, type of service, and to act as a liaison between the residents of Teter Quad and Teter Food Services. 

c. Any Ad Hoc committees may be created to focus on pressing issues on campus, within the residence halls, etc. These committees are to be submitted to the BOG for approval by the Teter President. (see Section 4 letter G) [Since there is no longer food service at Teter, this should be removed.]
B. The Executive Vice President shall assign every Governor to a Committee as necessary, and shall select chairpersons by the second meeting of each session of the BOG. 

C. Committees shall meet at the discretion of the Committee Chairperson, or if at least half of the members see fit. 

D. The BOG shall be divided into two sessions: The first session (the "A" session) shall be the first semester, while the second session (the "B" session) shall be the second semester. 

E. All legislation introduced into the BOG shall adhere to the following procedure:

1. Any person may introduce legislation. 

2. All legislation must be submitted in writing to the Executive Vice President five days prior to the next BOG meeting. The Vice President shall assign the legislation to a committee for consideration, if needed. 

3. The Executive Assistant shall serve as the clerk of the BOG. In the absence of the Executive Vice President or of the Speaker Pro-Temp, the Executive Assistant shall preside. 

4. The committee assigned to the bill or resolution shall meet and debate the bill or resolution and send it to the BOG. The committee must submit it to the Executive Vice President at least five full days prior to the next BOG meeting with a recommendation on it. The Speaker shall then assign the legislation (in the form of a bill or resolution) a number in the following manner: the last two digits of year the bill or resolution is submitted, followed by a dash, followed by the month the bill or resolution is submitted, followed by a dash , followed by the number of order that the bill or resolution is submitted in the month, followed by the number of the session ("A" for the first session, "B" for the second session) initials of the person who wrote the bill. [This is the way that bills are currently written.  The bylaws just need to be updated to reflect that.] (For example the fifth bill submitted in January 1990 by John Governor shall be numbered 90-1-5-JG). 

5. Committees may recommend the following:

a. "Do Pass" (the committee recommends that the BOG adopts the bill or resolution as stated) 

b. "Do Pass as Amended" (The committee recommends that the BOG adopts the bill or resolution with the suggested amendments) 

c. "Do Not Pass" (The committee recommends that the BOG does not accept the bill or resolution) 

d. "No Recommendation" (The committee is unable or unwilling to make a recommendation on the bill or resolution)

F. No bill or resolution may spend more than fourteen days in a committee. 

G. The Teter President may at any time create special ad hoc committees as she or he sees fit.

H. Votes may only be cast by governors in an open meeting of the BOG.  No vote shall be taken by e-mail or any other device, except for the purpose of calling a special meeting as outlined in the Constitution Article. IV, Section 8.

Section 5. Standing Rules of the BOVG

A. The BOVG shall consist of a Quad Programming Committee, an Education Committee, and a Publicity and Advertising Committee as outlined in the Constitution. 

B. The Director of Programming shall assign all Vice-Governors to a committee by the second meeting of each session of the BOVG.

Section 7. Membership

No member of the TQSG shall hold more than one TQSG office, elected or appointed, paid or unpaid, except floor Fire Marshals and the Orientation Director(s).

Section 8. Authority

This document yields authority to the RHA Constitution and Bylaws, the TQSG Constitution, Indiana University rules and regulations, and the Constitution of the United States of America.

Section 9. Ratification

These bylaws shall take effect upon their approval by two-thirds of the voting membership of the BOG, and they shall supersede all previous Bylaws of the TQSG.

Section 10. Amendments

Any member of TQSG may propose an amendment to these Bylaws. The amendments shall be submitted to the BOG and, upon two-thirds approval of the BOG shall become effective immediately.
