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After working as a TV program director in a commercial television company in Japan, I became a graduate student here to study media. During my first semester I struggled with fuzzy concepts of Presence (a feeling of “being there” in virtual environment) for a final paper of Dr. Lang’s T501 (Philosophy of Science: tough but amazing). Later I pursued the topic in my Master’s thesis “Presence and Time Estimation” and the results were further analyzed with my questions over the role of emotions on Presence. Hope the results are shown in journals near future. 
 Now I’m working on my dissertation in which presence is one of variables which I measure while people play video games (Thanks to the ICR lab which I belong to, Xbox360 has been ready). The study examines how biological responses (e.g. Heart Rate) during repeated emotional stimuli (i.e. violence) vary as a function of individual’s motivational trait which has been found to determine considerable portion of our cognition, emotions, behaviors and possibly to affect our perception of the world.  I believe that studying individual differences is important for our better understanding of media and us since the interactions between them are probably more dynamic than we have assumed.    

I work closely with people in the ICR lab where I have learned a lot about how media format/contents, individual’s cognition/emotion... are interrelated to each other. 

Publications
Kurita, S., & Lang, A. (under review). Presence, Involvement and Emotion. 

Kurita, S., & Lang, A. (submitted).  Measuring Presence: Time Estimation as an Indicator of Being there. 

Lang, A., Kurita, S., Lee, S., & Nadorff, P.G (in press): Validating a measure for assessing individual differences in motivational activation in children. Journal of Phychophysiology (supplement). 

Conference Presentations

2007

Kurita, S., Potter, R.F., & Lang, A. (2007). Is shorter better? miniMAM: Developing a short version of the Motivation Activation Measure.  Paper presented at the annual meeting of the International Communication Association (Emotion and Motivation Underlying Information Processing), San Francisco, CA. 

Kurita, S. Lee, S., Nadorff, P.G.,  &  Lang, A. (2007). YO-MAM! Validating a measure for assessing individual differences in motivational activation in children. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the International Communication Association (Advancing the Science of Information Processing), San Francisco, CA.  

2006

Kurita, S. (2006). Presence, Involvement, and Gender Differences: How Do Emotional Dimensions Explain the Mechanism of Presence?  Paper presented at the annual meeting of the International Communication Association (Keeping Human-Computer Interaction “Real”), Dresden, Germany. 

Potter, R.F., Shyu, S., Banerjee, M., Kurita, S., Koruth, J., & Annie Lang (2006). The Effects of Visual 
and Audio Information Density on Available Cognitive Resources. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the International Communication Association: Section (Mediated Messages and Information Processing in Individuals and Groups), Dresden, Germany. 
Lang, A. , Park, B. , Sparks, J. V., Kurita, S., Derryberry, D. Z. Shyu, S. A. & Potter, R. F. (2006). The Effects of Audio and Video Information Density on Available Resources and Encoding.  Paper presented at the annual meeting of the International Communication Association (Understanding Cognitive Processing of Media Message), Dresden, Germany. 

2005

Kurita, S. (2005): Spatial Presence and Time Estimation: A Comparison between the Relative and Absolute Value Approaches.  Paper presented at the annual meeting of the International Communication Association (Reality, Virtual Reality, and Space), New York City, NY. 

Potter, R. F., Wang, Z., Kurita, S., Koruth, J., Sanders-Jackson, A.N., Tao, C., & Lang, A. (2005). I-squared Audio: Does Examining Information Introduced by Auditory Structural Features Help Clarify Perplexing Research Findings? Paper presented at the annual meeting of the International Communication Association (Physiological Methods and the Media), New York City, NY. 

2003

Kurita, S. (2003). Presence, Time Estimation and Involvement. Paper presented at the annual conference of International Society of Presence Research, Aalborg, Denmark. 

Kurita, S. (2003). Presence and Time Estimation. Paper presented at the annual meeting of the International Communication Association ((Tele) Presence: An Introduction to the State of Art), San Diego, CA.

Honors/Grant

2005: Top student paper award -International Communication Association (Information System Division)
2003: GPSO (Graduate and Professional Student Organization) Travel Grant
Others

My favorite time:  I enjoy listening to music, practicing piano/pipe organ, cooking ….not too much digital.  My favorite films & directors: Taviani’s Kaos, Branagh's Much Ado About Nothing, Tornatore ,Burton..etc.


