Sociology 101—Social Problems and Policies:

Sociology of Environment

Fall 2007
Section 23257—Tues./Thurs. 9:30-10:45
Classroom:  Ballantine Hall 228
Instructor:  Dr. Tim Bartley
Office: Ballantine Hall 771





Office hours:  Wed. 4-5:30 or by appointment


Phone: 856-1370

Email: bartleyt@indiana.edu

Graduate Assistant: Jaime Kucinskas
Office hours:  Tues. 1-2:15 
Office:  Schuessler Institute for Social Research (1022 E. 3rd St.) room 203
Email: jlkucins@indiana.edu
Course description
What impact has the rise of giant corporations had on the environment here and around the world?  Can environmental movements stem the tide of environmental degradation?  What is environmental racism and what can be done about it?  What are governments doing (or not doing) about global climate change, deforestation, and pollution?  Why do we consume so much “stuff?”  Why do we recycle?  Is it possible to build communities and social systems that are ecologically “sustainable?”  What are the links between globalization and environmental protection?  What is “nature” anyhow?
These are just a few of the questions that can be addressed by taking a sociological perspective on the natural environment.  Often, the natural and social dimensions of human life are assumed to be disconnected opposites.  In contrast, this course emphasizes the links between environmental conditions and the social formations and practices that underlay them.  It will examine the organizational, political, and institutional conditions that produce environmental degradation, as well as the conditions that allow for positive environmental outcomes and ecological “sustainability.”
We’ll tackle these issues at the local, national, and global levels and look for ways of moving between the local and global to connect problems and solutions.  Throughout, the course will emphasize that positive environmental outcomes do not rest solely on individual attitudes about the environment, but depend critically on larger social institutions and power relations in a society.  Therefore, the course will provide a tour not only of the natural world, but also of the organizational and political forces that shape contemporary societies.
Readings
The following books are required reading and should be available at the IU Bookstore or TIS Books.

Bell, Michael Mayerfeld.  2004.  An Invitation to Environmental Sociology, 2nd edition.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Pine Forge Press.

Ryan, John C. and Alan Thein Durning.  1997.  Stuff: The Secret Lives of Everyday Things.   Seattle: Northwest Environment Watch.

Cole, Luke W. and Sheila R. Foster.  2001.  From the Ground Up: Environmental Racism and the Rise of the Environmental Justice Movement.  New York: New York University Press.

Additional required readings will be posted on Oncourse.

Note:  Reading is an important part of this class.  You are expected to complete all readings by the date on which they are assigned and to be prepared to participate in discussions, answer questions in class, and raise questions about the readings.  The vitality of the class will depend largely on how prepared and willing to participate you are.  Because this class steers clear of a traditional textbook, I believe the readings are quite provocative, insightful, and even fun.  At the same time, many of the readings are difficult.  They do not summarize points the way a textbook would.  Instead, they tell stories, develop complex arguments, and weave abstract ideas together with specific examples.  This requires a high level of attention and “active reading,” rather than the passive style of reading encouraged by textbooks.

Requirements
Quizzes:  Short, unannounced quizzes will be held at various points throughout the semester.  These will cover the readings assigned for that day.  Your top 6 quiz scores will be counted in the calculation of your final grade.  No less than 8 quizzes will be given, so you have a couple of opportunities to screw up without hurting your grade.  Remember, though, if you blow off a quiz or two early in the semester, it may come back to haunt you later.    Each quiz is worth 10 points.  No make-up quizzes will be given.
Exams:  There are three exams, on the dates indicated in the course schedule.  The third exam is held on the final exam date but is not cumulative.  The exams will consist of multiple choice and short essay questions.  Each exam is worth 60 points.
Concept assignments:  These are short writing assignments (approx. 1-2 pages double-spaced) in which you will be asked to reflect on a concept used in the readings.  For each assignment, you’ll be asked to choose one concept from a list that I will provide.  These assignments will be distributed no less than one class period before they are due (and usually more than this).  (If you miss a class, check the Oncourse site to see if an assignment was given.)  I plan to give out 6 of these assignments (but reserve the right to reduce that number if necessary).  Each concept assignment is worth 20 points.  Your lowest score on a concept assignment will automatically be dropped in the calculation of your final grade.
For each assignment, you will have two tasks:

1. Explain what the concept means and how it is used by the author of the reading.  This requires much more than just providing a definition.  Show that you understand the context in which the author is using the concept.  The key is to ask yourself the following question:  What is the larger argument the author is trying to make, and how does this concept fit into it?  If you have trouble answering this question, go back and do the reading again.  Because of the character of the readings in this class, it will be extremely difficult to understand a single concept without understanding the assigned reading as a whole.

2. Reflect on the concept in a way that provides evidence of careful, critical thought, guided by a sociological perspective.  To do this, you might discuss an observation from your personal experience, raise critical questions about the reading, provide additional examples of the concept, or extend a point that struck you as particularly interesting.

Project papers:  There will be two projects that ask you to do some original research and/or analysis and write a short paper (roughly 4-6 pages double-spaced).  The due dates are noted on the syllabus, and the specific assignment will be handed out in class well before the due date.  These projects will give you an opportunity to extend your understanding of the course material in creative directions.  I hope they will be both challenging and fun.  Each project paper is worth 50 points.

Note:  All assignments will be posted on the Oncourse site, in addition to being distributed in class.  If you fail to get a copy in class or lose yours, please check the website.

Policy on late work and missed exams:  In general, you are expected to complete all work at the scheduled time.  Absolutely no make-up exams will be given unless the situation meets all of the following criteria:  (1) Truly extraordinary circumstances cause you to miss the class AND (2) you have documentation to prove these circumstances AND (3) you notify us in advance (by email, phone message, or in person). 
Grading
Grading will be based on the number of points you earn on quizzes, exams, concept assignments, and project papers, as a percentage of the total points possible.  
Top 6 quizzes @ 10 points each


  60 points 
3 exams @ 60 points each



180 points 
Top 5 concept assignments @ 20 points each
100 points

2 project papers @ 50 points each


100 points






            440 total points possible

I will post current point totals on Oncourse at several points during the semester.  

Final letter grades will be assigned according to the following scheme.  When calculating final grades, I will always round up (e.g., a 79.1% would get rounded to 80% and result in a B- for the course).
A- = 90-92%


A = 93-96%


A+ = 97-100%

B- = 80-82%


B = 83-86%


B+ = 87-89%

C- = 70-72%


C = 73-76%


C+ = 77-79%

D- = 60-62%


D = 63-66%


D+ = 67-69%

F = less than 60%

Academic integrity
You are expected to ensure that your work for this class is of the highest quality and the result of your own work.  Cheating on quizzes or exams will result in an F (zero points) for that particular quiz/exam, with the possibility of additional disciplinary action.  Serious cases of cheating will result in an F for the course.  Plagiarism, even of small portions of text, is unacceptable and will be taken very seriously, whether it is intentional or unintentional.  If there is sufficient evidence that any portion of an assignment is plagiarized from some other source, you will receive an F (zero points) on that assignment and face the possibility of additional disciplinary action.  Serious cases of plagiarism will result in an F for the course.  If you work diligently and take the time to fully process the materials you are reading, then there should be no risk of plagiarism.  If you get lazy or rely on a “cut and paste” style of writing, you may end up unintentionally plagiarizing.  Project papers will be submitted via Turnitin.com.  We will discuss this procedure further during class.
Please refer to Section II of the IU Code of Student Rights, Responsibilities, and Conduct at http://dsa.indiana.edu/Code/index.html for definitions of cheating, plagiarism, and other forms of academic misconduct.  Also see the associated procedures for IUB at http://dsa.indiana.edu/Code/CodeProcedures2006-7.pdf. 

schedule of topics and readings (subject to minor revisions)
Part I:  Contemporary Environmental Problems:  Roots and Responses

Exploring Environment-Society Connections

Aug. 28
Introduction to the course

Aug. 30
Bell chapter 1, “Environmental Problems and Society”

Stuff pp.4-32

Sept. 4
Stuff pp.33-71

Diamond, Jared.  “Why Societies Collapse” (oncourse)
Causes and consequences of over-consumption

Sept. 6
Bell chapter 2, “Consumption and Materialism”
Reich, "Don't Blame Wal-Mart."  New York Times, February 28, 2005. (oncourse)
Sept. 11
Thompson, Ginger.  2003.  “Behind Roses’ Beauty, Poor and Ill Workers.”  New York Times, Feb. 13, 2003. (oncourse)
Slade, Giles.  2006.  “Computer-age leftovers: U.S., Europe export e-waste.”  Denver Post, April 14, 2006.  (oncourse)
Global capitalism and the treadmill of production 
Sept. 13

Bell chapter 3, “Money and Machines”

*Project #1 due

Sept. 18
Perrow, Charles.  1997.  “Organizing for Environmental destruction.”  Organization & Environment 10(1):66-72 (oncourse)

Van Natta, Don, Jr. and Neela Banerjee.  2002.  “Energy Industry's Recommendations to Bush Became National Policy,” New York Times, March 28, 2002 (oncourse) 

Sept. 20
Lawrence Summers, “The Memo” (oncourse) 
Clapp, Jennifer.  “Hazard Transfer from Rich to Poor Countries.”  From Toxic Exports, Cornell University Press, 2001.  (oncourse)

 Sept. 25 Exam #1
Population, Development, and Environment

Sept. 27
Hertsgaard, Mark.  1998.  “How Population Matters.”  From Earth Odyssey, Broadway Books (oncourse) 
Oct. 2 

Bell chapter 4, “Population and Development,” plus pp.187-193
Environmentalism, Social Movements, and Environmental Justice

Oct. 4
Bell, chapter 7, “The Ideology of Environmental Concern,” plus pp. 140-145
Oct. 9
Bell, chapter 5, “Body and Health” 

Oct. 11
From the Ground Up, Preface-chapter 1

Oct. 16
From the Ground Up, chapters 2-3

Oct. 18
From the Ground Up, chapters 4-5

Oct. 23
From the Ground Up, chapter 7

Oct. 25  Exam #2
Part II: The Social Organization of Solutions

States, markets, and communities—Prototypes of solutions
Oct. 30
Bell chapter 10, “Organizing the Ecological Society”

Nov. 1  
Tokar, Brian.  1996.  “Trading Away the Earth: Pollution Credits and the Perils of ‘Free Market Environmentalism.’”  Dollars and Sense (March/April 1996) (oncourse)
Sabel, Charles, Archon Fung, and Bradley Karkkainen.  “Beyond Backyard Environmentalism.”  Boston Review Oct./Nov. 1999.  (oncourse)
Responses to Sabel, Fung, and Karkkainen:  Wilson and Weltman, “Government’s Job;” Lowi, “Frontyard Propaganda” (oncourse)
Topic: Water

Nov. 6  
Finnegan, William.  “Letter from Bolivia: Leasing the Rain.”  From The New Yorker, April 8, 2002.  (oncourse)
Shiva, Vandana.  “Water Rights: The State, the Market, the Community.”  From Water Wars, South End Press.  (oncourse)

Topic: Recycling

Nov. 8
Weinberg, Adam, David Pellow, and Allan Schnaiberg.  “Urban Recycling: An Empirical Test of Sustainable Community Development Proposals.”  From Urban Recycling and the Search for Sustainable Community Development, Princeton University Press. (oncourse)
Topic: Ozone depletion and global environmental governance

Nov. 13

Benedick, Richard.  “Lessons from History.”  From Ozone Diplomacy, Harvard University Press.  (oncourse)
Additional reading TBA
Topic:  Global warming

Nov. 15
Mooney, Chris.  “Some Like it Hot.”  Mother Jones May/June 2005.  (oncourse)
McCright, Aaron M. and Riley E. Dunlap.  “Defeating Kyoto: The Conservative Movement’s Impact on U.S. Climate Change Policy.”  Social Problems 40(3):348-373.  (oncourse)
Nov. 20
Holdren, John and Alan Leshner.  “Time to get serious about climate change.”  San Francisco Chronicle, Sunday, July 30, 2006.  (oncourse)
Mooney, Chris.  “Why did global warming ‘tip?’  (oncourse)
Additional reading TBA
Topic:  Disasters and the case of Katrina

Nov. 27

Bell, chapter 9, “The Rationality of Risk” (skip pp.199-208)
Smith, Neil.  “There’s No Such Thing as a Natural Disaster.”  Social Science Research Council.  (oncourse)
Scanlon, Joseph.  “Two Cities, Two Evacuations: Some Thoughts on Moving People Out.”  Social Science Research Council.  (oncourse)
Topic:  Food and agriculture

Nov. 29
Pollan, Michael.  “Naturally.”  New York Times Magazine, May 13, 2001. (oncourse)
*Project #2 due

Topic:  Forests
Dec. 4
Maxwell, Kenneth.  “The Tragedy of the Amazon.”  New York Review of Books 38(5), March 7, 1991.  (oncourse)

Additional reading TBA
Summing up and looking forward

Dec. 6
Reading TBA
Dec. 13  Exam #3, 10:15-12:15
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