S101—Sociology of Environment
Professor Bartley, Fall 2004

Project paper #3—Solutions, Policy, and the Politics of Institutional Design
(50 points possible)

Due:  Tues., Dec. 7th at the beginning of class 

For this project, you’ll be investigating some area of contemporary environmental policy and analyzing it by drawing on the “politics of institutional design” framework.  I believe that by the time you’re finished with this project, you’ll have a deeper understanding of some of the possible solutions to the major environmental problems that face us today, as well as a better grasp on debates over states, markets, or communities.

The project
Option #1—Local environmental groups
Work with a local environmental organization to understand this organization’s activities, positions on local issues, preferred solutions, and strategies for bringing about change.  To learn these things, you should plan to do some volunteer work for the organization and interview some of the organization’s leaders.  Once you have a sense of what the organization is doing, you need to develop an analysis of this organization’s activities.  At a minimum, this analysis should answer the following questions:
1. What is this organization’s preferred mix/balance of state, market, and community-based solutions?

2. What kinds of strategies does this organization use to accomplish its goals?
Some local groups to consider:

INPIRG (Indiana Public Interest Research Group—a student group)

SEAC (Student Environmental Action Coalition)

Center for Sustainable Living

Sycamore Land Trust

Heartwood

various coalitions concerned with I-69
I can provide some initial contact information for most of these groups, so let me know if you’re interested in this option.  You are welcome to choose a group not on this list, but you must get it approved in advance.
Option #2—Environmental policy arenas
Your task is to do some research on a specific policy arena and then develop an analysis of the proposed solutions.

At a minimum, your analysis should explain the following:
1. What are the different policy options?  How do they work?  Who’s supporting each?

2. How do the policy options in this arena utilize state, market, and/or community-based solutions (and combinations of these)?
3. What are the promises and pitfalls of these policy options?
Policy arenas to choose from:

1. Sprawl containment (e.g. urban growth policies, “smart growth,” etc.)

2. National parks and/or national forests (including recent calls for privatization)
3. Air pollution (in the U.S.—for instance, the Clean Air Act and its recent competitors, like the proposed “Clear Skies” initiative, the “Clean Power Act,” and others)
4. Global warming (especially international initiatives like the Kyoto protocol, global carbon markets, etc.)

5. Eco-labeling or environmental certification (certification of organics, forest certification, no-GMO labels, energy efficiency labels, or other types of labeling programs)

6. Forest management (either internationally or in the U.S.).  If you’re interested in community-based solutions, there’s quite a bit of research on community-based approaches to forest management.

Others with prior approval.  In particular, if you have a specific interest in some local, regional, or state-level issue, that could work well.  Just be sure to run the idea past me in advance.

For this option, your research must include at least two non-internet sources.  These can include articles from academic journals (e.g. the American Sociological Review, Science, etc.), popular magazines (e.g. Time, Scientific American, Mother Jones, etc.), or newspapers.  It is okay if you access these sources through the internet, but they must be sources that exist in print somewhere besides cyberspace.  One way to check this is to look the source up in the library catalog.  If you’re unsure about this requirement, please don’t hesitate to contact me for clarification.
The paper
Write a 4-5 page paper (typed, double-spaced) that describes the topic of your research and analyzes it in a way that utilizes ideas about “the politics of institutional design.”  In particular, your paper should connect your topic to the three general institutional models that we’ve focused on—states, markets, and communities.  Use ideas about these different models (based on the lectures, readings, or discussions) to develop an insightful analysis of the topic you’ve chosen.  There are a number of ways to do this, and I encourage you to be creative.  But you absolutely must make some strong connections between the topic and the material from this last part of the course. 

Please keep direct quotes from the readings to a minimum.  Whenever you quote a source or summarize it, you should include a citation.  The end of your paper should be followed by a list of works cited.  Please see the handout on citing your sources (passed out earlier in the semester and also available on the course website).   If you fail to cite your sources, you will receive no credit for this assignment.  In addition, if there is any evidence that you copied all or part of your paper directly from an article, website, book, or other source (including another student) without appropriate citation, you will receive no credit for the assignment and face possible disciplinary action.  In grading the papers, we may look at your sources, so be sure not to plagiarize (even unintentionally).

As usual, the papers will be graded for both content and writing style.  Please re-read, proofread, and revise your work before turning it in.
NOTE: You need to let me know what topic you’ve chosen, in writing, on or before Tues., Nov. 30th (the Tuesday after Thanksgiving).
