S101—Sociology of Environment
Fall 2004

Review sheet for Exam #3 (Thurs, Dec. 16th, 5 p.m. in our normal classroom)
This exam will follow the same basic format as the first two exams, consisting of both multiple choice and essay questions.  Any material covered in readings, lectures, discussions, etc. since the second exam is fair game.  This includes the following readings: Bell ch. 10, the articles by Tokar (on pollution trading); Sabel et al (at least review the beginning of the article, plus the two responses); Shiva (on water privatization); Finnegan (on the politics of water in Bolivia); Hawken (on corporate responsibility); Lovins and Lovins (on greening the corporation); Weinberg et al (on recycling); McCright and Dunlap (on global warming); Maxwell (on deforestation in the Amazon).
Strategies for studying:
Be prepared to write short essays (roughly 5-9 sentences) on the issues below.  All of the essay questions on the exam will be either identical or very similar to those on this list, so if you’re well-prepared, there won’t be any surprises.  (But not all of these questions will appear as essays on the exam.)
In addition, use concept assignments 5 and 6 as study guides.  You should understand the meaning and significance of each of the concepts listed.
1. Many environmental problems are partially rooted in collective action problems—such as the tragedy of the commons, the prisoner’s dilemma, or similar problems.  In general terms, describe the tragedy of the commons, the prisoner’s dilemma, or both.  Then show how this collective action problem applies to at least two environmental problems.  In other words, discuss at least two examples of environmental problems that resemble the tragedy of the commons or the prisoner’s dilemma.

2. Three broad types of solutions to the tragedy of the commons (and collective action dilemmas more generally) are often proposed—the state, the market, and the community.  In general terms, how does each of these attempt to deal with the tragedy of the commons?

3. Michael Bell (in chapter 10) argues that the “tragedy of the commons” may be overstated.  He presents an alternative account of collective action and social change, based on different assumptions about human nature, solidarity, and the possibilities for cooperation.  Explain Bell’s argument.  (Hint: Think about what he’s getting at in discussing the Lion and Androcles allegory and the “dialogue of solidarities.”)

4. Bell discusses several examples of hopeful scenarios for reorganizing communities in more ecologically sound ways.  (For example, he considers community supported agriculture, participatory development programs, smart growth, green taxes, and others.)  Discuss one of these possible solutions in detail.

5. How do market-based “cap and trade” systems for pollution control work?  In theory, how could they operate to reduce pollution?
6. Around the world, water is increasingly being privatized.  What’s behind this move to privatize water resources?  In your answer, draw on the case of either Bolivia, India, or cities in the U.S. (based on the readings by Shiva, Finnegan, or the video Thirst that we watched in class).

7. How did the problem of global warming get re-constructed as a “non-problem?”  In your answer, be sure to discuss the groups that were important in this process and describe their motivations and strategies.

8. How did recycling initially emerge in the U.S.?  How has it changed since then, and why has it changed in these ways?

9. Why have corporations become more interested in presenting a “green” image?  What does the case of the chemical industry’s Responsible Care program suggest about the causes and consequences of the trend toward “greening the corporation?”

10. What do you think are the most promising strategies for making significant progress toward making business more environmentally responsible.  In your answer, you should consider at least one specific solution discussed by Hawken (in “A Declaration of Sustainability”) or Lovins and Lovins (in “Harnessing Corporate Power to Heal the Planet”).
11. How and why does deforestation occur?  In your answer, you should discuss at least one general factor that contributes to deforestation and you should pay particular attention to the specific dynamics of deforestation in the Amazon rainforest.

12. What is forest certification and in what way is it a market-based solution to problems of deforestation?  Explain in detail at least two factors that led non-governmental forest certification programs to emerge in the 1990s.

13. In some circles, it is becoming increasingly popular to argue that privatization is the answer to many of our environmental problems.  For instance, in class we watched an interview with Fred Smith of the Competitive Enterprise Institute, one of the strongest advocates for privatization.  Describe the logic behind arguments for privatization.  Then develop a critique of privatization that describes at least one important weakness of this strategy.  In developing your critique, try to draw on evidence of some sort from this course (from recent or earlier materials).

