S101—Sociology of Environment
Fall 2004
Review sheet for Exam #1 (Tuesday, Sept. 28)
This exam will consist of both multiple choice and essay questions, covering material from the lectures and readings since the beginning of the class.  This includes the following readings:  Stuff (the whole book), Bell chapters 1-3, the articles by Diamond and Perrow, the Summers memo, and the NY Times articles on roses, energy policy, and pollution in China.  You should review all of these readings, and spend more time reviewing and re-reading the difficult ones.
Strategies for studying:
Use the concept assignments as a study guide.  For the exam, you should understand the meanings and context/significance of each of the concepts.  One good way to study would be to write out a few sentences about each concept.  In many cases, you’ll need to go back and re-read in order to do this.

In addition, be prepared to write short essays (roughly 4-7 sentences) on the following issues.  All of the essay questions on the exam will be either identical or very similar to those on this list, so if you’re well-prepared, there won’t be any surprises.  (But not all of these questions will appear on the exam.)
1. Describe something specific you learned about one of the products discussed in the book, Stuff.

2. What is the sociological perspective?  In your answer, be sure to discuss what sociology is and what the “sociological imagination” refers to.
3. What do sociologists mean when they talk about “materialist” and “idealist” styles of explanation?  Describe the meanings of these terms, and then use at least one concrete example to show how materialist and idealist factors can help to explain why environmental problems exist.  (Hint:  You might want to draw on the lecture on political economy vs. social constructionist approaches, Diamond’s argument about why societies collapse, or issues raised by Bell.  Choose an example that you understand and can use to make the meaning of these terms as clear as possible.)

4. What is “affluenza” and why it occurring?  In your answer, you should discuss in detail two different explanations for affluenza, drawing on the lectures, readings, or video.

5. What is one of Bell’s main critiques of Maslow’s “hierarchy of needs” as a way of understanding human behavior?

6. What are conspicuous consumption, conspicuous leisure, and conspicuous waste, and how are they related to environmental problems?  What is Bell’s main critique of explanations that focus on the effects of conspicuous consumption/leisure/waste?

7. We have discussed two different views of how markets in a capitalist economy work—the classical view based on the ideas of Adam Smith, and the “treadmill of production” view.  Describe each of these approaches, highlighting similarities and differences.
8. We’ve spent a bit of time looking at the production of flowers—through one reading and a video.  Briefly described what you learned about the case of flower production, and then use it to illustrate some aspect of the treadmill of production.

9. You also read about the production of hogs (and saw “The Meatrix”).  Briefly described what you learned about this topic, and then use it to illustrate some aspect of the treadmill of production.

10. Discuss the meaning and significance of the “social organization of convenience.”  Then illustrate this concept by discussing two examples.  One of these examples should focus on cars, drawing on material from the video Taken for a Ride​.  The other example can come from readings, lectures, videos, or your own observations.
11. According to Perrow (“Organizing for Environmental Destruction”), why are big organizations such effective environmental destroyers?  Drawing on this article, discuss two different reasons.  (Hint: Perrow gives lots of different reasons.  Look back at the reading to find the two that make the most sense to you.)
12. Why do governments often support the operation of the “treadmill of production,” even when it conflicts with communities and the environment?  Discuss two major reasons, drawing on examples or illustrations from the readings, lectures, and videos.
13. What is the “race to the bottom” and how is it related to environmental conditions?  In your answer, be sure to explain how a race to the bottom might occur.
