S101—Sociology of Environment, Fall 2004
Professor Tim Bartley

Concept assignment #6 (the final one!)—Due Tues., Nov. 30th
20 points possible
The concepts listed below come from the readings by Hawken, Lovins and Lovins, Weinberg et al (on recycling), and McCright and Dunlap (on global warming).  (As a reminder, the password for e-reserves is ‘green.’)  Choose one of the concepts and write a short essay that accomplishes both of the following tasks: 

1. Explain what the concept means and how it is used by the author of the reading.  This requires much more than just providing a definition.  Show that you understand the context in which the author is using the concept.  The key is to ask yourself the following question:  What is the larger argument the author is trying to make, and how does this concept fit into it?  If you have trouble answering this question, go back and do the reading again.  Because of the character of the readings in this class, it will be extremely difficult to understand a single concept without understanding the assigned reading as a whole.
2.  Reflect on the concept in a way that provides evidence of careful, critical thought, guided by a sociological perspective.  To do this, you might discuss an observation from your personal experience, raise critical questions about the reading, provide additional examples of the concept, or extend a point that struck you as particularly interesting.

Write clearly and concisely.  Your essay should be roughly 1-2 pages, typed, double-spaced.

Concepts
socially responsible business
natural capital

“service and flow”

sustainable development (or sustainable community development)
deindustrialization
non-problematicity
the “balancing norm” of the media
political opportunity structure
