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Introduction 

The Academic Programs and Research Clearinghouse internship was organized under the Academic Initiatives 

working group (AIWG) of the Campus Sustainability Advisory Board. The co-chair of the AIWG, Professor Tom 

Evans, mentored the internship. The internship for the 2010-2011 academic year focused on two major projects: 

(1) Developing an accessible, comprehensive sustainability course list for each term; and, (2) Compiling faculty 

research related to sustainability. 

(1) Developing an accessible, comprehensive sustainability course list for each term  

Though a previous list of sustainability courses was compiled in 2009, the list of over 200 courses consisted mostly 

of courses only broadly related to sustainability. The list was bulky, not updated by term and largely 

unusable/effective for students. Furthermore, many courses on the list did not comply with the guidelines defined 

by the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in High Education’s (AASHE) Sustainability Tracking 

and Assessment Rating System (STARS). 

The AIWG identified several goals for development of the new course list. First and foremost it is intended as a 

mechanism to enable students to identify sustainability related courses by providing an easily searchable term 

within the course master database.   Second, it must serve as tool to develop a coherent curriculum in 

sustainability formed from sustainability courses identified with the course designation.  Lastly, the sustainability 

course designation facilitates the IU Office of Sustainability’s reporting to STARS.  

(2) Compiling faculty research related to sustainability 

The purposes for collecting faculty research data are similar to those for the course list. The information will be 

summarized on a website highlighting and advertising the sustainability research being conducted on campus. 

Potential functions of this website include: increased faculty awareness of research in other disciplines that may 

foster new connections and collaborations; students finding research groups of interest to them; and, the general 

promotion of IU’s academic initiatives in sustainability to potential students and others in higher education. 

Both projects sought to further the mission of the Academic Initiatives Working Group to build an integrated 

program of academic research, undergraduate and graduate education, service-learning opportunities, and co-

curricular and community outreach that will move Indiana University Bloomington into a position of national 

leadership in sustainability studies. 
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Organizing and Publicizing IU Sustainability Courses and Research 

Revising the IU Sustainability Course List  

For the compilation of courses for the spring 2011 and summer 2011 terms, potential classes were identified by 

examining the online schedule of classes after they had been published to the general student population. For the 

compilation of the fall 2011 courses, cooperation with the registrar allowed for the schedule of classes to be 

received a few days before its general release. The size of the fall 2011 course list, as estimated by the registrar’s 

office, was approximately 4,770 courses. A significant amount of time was taken to review the nearly 700-page list 

provided by the registrar. Instructors were then contacted with a request for a syllabus of any course(s) identified 

as potentially relating to sustainability. Upon receipt of the syllabi, selected courses were defined as either “related 

to” or “focused on” sustainability according to the following definitions: 

• Sustainability focused courses concentrate on the concept of sustainability, including its social, economic, and 

environmental dimensions, or examine an issue or topic using sustainability as a lens. Sustainability is a 

consistent thread throughout each course component and most assignments are designed to help students 

develop a better understanding of sustainability and sustainable development. 

• Sustainability related courses incorporate sustainability as a distinct course component or module, or 

concentrate on a single sustainability principle or issue. 

The course lists were posted on the IUOS website by Emilie Rex. To facilitate ease of use, the design of the 

webpage changed slightly for the fall 2011 list. All courses were listed by department and sustainability 

designation at the top of the page with links embedded for each course.  The links connected directly to each 

course’s listing to provide detailed information including the course’s department, course title, instructor, meeting 

time, course number, and course description. The webpage includes course lists for current and past academic 

terms. The webpage was advertised through e-mails to the sustainability listserv, student organizations via the 

Student Sustainability Council, and some degree program advisors. Some courses were not included on the 

website because they were not available for open enrollment (e.g., doctoral student seminars and the sustainability 

internship seminar). These courses, as well other relevant notes, are included in the course list database on the 

AIWG Oncourse site.  
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Portal for IU Sustainability Research Activities  

Potential sustainability research was identified through departmental and research center webpages. Faculty 

members in each identified department were then asked to evaluate the list of faculty members in their 

department. Following this analysis, individual faculty members were contacted with a request to send 

information regarding their most recent projects relating to sustainability. Information desired in each summary 

includes: (1) the persons involved in the research; (2) the main objectives; (3) if project is completed, the main 

findings; and, (4) the funders of the research. A few projects have been summarized, but this work will be 

continued by the summer 2011 AIWG intern. A database of compiled information is stored on the AIWG 

Oncourse page.  

Criteria defining “focused” and “related” distinctions (similar to those of the course list) were also created for 

research project: 

• Sustainability focused research concentrates on the concept of sustainability, including its social, economic, and 

environmental dimensions, or examines an issue or topic using sustainability as a lens. Advancement in the 

understanding and/or practice of sustainability is a central goal of the research. 

• Sustainability related research incorporates sustainability as a distinct component of the research, or 

concentrates on a single sustainability principle or issue.  

 

Products 
 
Screen shots of the course list webpage and basic course lists for each 2011 term are 
shown on the following pages. The complete listings may be found at 
http://www.indiana.edu/~sustain/Academics/sustainability_courses_FA11.html.  
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Conclusions and Recommendations 
 
• Existing methods of data collection, though perhaps currently necessary, are inherently both time-consuming 

and not entirely exhaustive. It will be important to incentivize faculty participation in data collection of both 

courses and research in order to save time and improve data quality.  

• Continue to work with the Registrar’s office to explore ways to identify courses in a manner that corresponds 

better to students’ registration timelines. Receiving the course list in advance of its publication was helpful, 

but as the schedule is updated right up until (and in some cases following) its general release, some 

appropriate courses were missed. This process concentrated a large portion of the semester’s work within a 

few weeks. Now that the groundwork has been laid, however, future identification of courses should be 

expedited and the process should not be quite as time-consuming, allowing for a quicker turnaround from 

the release of courses to the completion of the course list.  

• Work with registrar to update page frequently during registration period with number of available spots left in 

each course. In addition to the normal registration period, this is also pertinent throughout the summer 

registration period for incoming freshman. This was briefly discussed with Mike Sauer in the registrar’s 

office, and he likely will be willing to reopen the discussion.  

• Develop more effective marketing of sustainability course lists.  

o Feedback from the Student Sustainability Council indicated positive reviews of the webpage, but 

most representatives had not passed the list along to the rest of the members in their respective 

organizations. It might be instructive to send individual e-mails to student organization leaders 

requesting that they pass the list along.  

o Include other designations (i.e. Natural and Mathematical Sciences-N&M, Arts and Humanities-

A&H, Cultural Studies-CS) in each course listing.  

o Make designation searchable on Class Search. No designations are currently searchable, and this 

would likely be a tool students would fine useful.  

o Reach out to University Division advisors and other departmental advisors to assist in distribution 

of the course list.  

o Explore collaboration with Orientation Guides and First Year Experiences interns. 

• The co-curricular component of the AIWG is in the process of being defined. Once goals are established for 

the co-curricular component, future interns will be expected to organize this AIWG project.  This work will 
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likely promote sustainability curricular activities and enable and encourage cooperation between faculty and 

student groups. 


