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International Students

As a university-wide office, the Office of International Services (OIS) collaborates with colleagues 
on all eight IU campuses to provide comprehensive service and support for international students 
and visiting scholars. The office provides a broad range of visa and immigration services, as well as 

educational, cultural, and social programs designed to assist the students and scholars in their adjustment 
to the IU academic and cultural environment. 

     As the following reports will highlight, 
the university is host to approximately 5,000 
international students and 1,000 visiting scholars.  
Representing more than 125 countries, these 
distinguished individuals enrich the educational 
experience for all members of our community.  
     Additional up-to-date information is available 
at the OIS website by selecting “International 
Statistical Reports”: www.indiana.edu/~intlserv.
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University-wide International Student Enrollment Trends
Fall 2000–2006

The enrollment declines experienced at many colleges and universities as a result of the September 11, 2001 tragedy and the 
restrictive immigration climate that followed affected Indiana University in only a small way, and there are indicators that the 
leveling of international enrollment has reversed.
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Percentage Growth of University-wide and Nationwide International 
Student Enrollment Since Fall 1999

Since the fall 1999 semester, university-wide international student enrollment has grown by 32.2 percent.  In comparison, the total 
number of international students studying in the United States has grown by 9.7 percent during this same period.
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Bloomington International Student Enrollment Trends, Fall 2000–2006 

A record number of international students was enrolled on the Bloomington campus as of fall 2006, comprising an all-time high 
of 9.6 percent of the total student body. Even though we do not offer engineering, the second most popular field of study for 
international students nationwide, IU Bloomington continues to attract large numbers of international students. 
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Indianapolis International Student Enrollment Trends, Fall 2000–2006 

With the exception of fall 2006 enrollment, which dropped slightly, international student enrollment growth at IUPUI has been 
steady, reaching a high of 3.1 percent of the total student body.  
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Top 20 U.S. Institutions with the Most International Students, Fall 2005

During the fall 2005 semester, IUB enrolled the seventeenth-largest number of international students in the United States.

Institution City State Enrollment

1 University of Southern California Los Angeles CA 6,881

2 Columbia University New York NY 5,575

3 Purdue University, Main Campus West Lafayette IN 5,540

4 New York University New York NY 5,502

5 University of Texas at Austin Austin TX 5,395

6 University of Illinois at Urbana–Champaign Champaign IL 4,904

7 University of Michigan–Ann Arbor Ann Arbor MI 4,649

8 Boston University Boston MA 4,542

9 The Ohio State University, Main Campus Columbus OH 4,476

10 SUNY at Buffalo Buffalo NY 4,072
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11 University of California–Los Angeles Los Angeles CA 3,979

12 University of Florida Gainesville FL 3,749

13 Cornell University Ithaca NY 3,697

14 University of Pennsylvania Philadelphia PA 3,689

15 Harvard University Cambridge MA 3,669

16 Texas A&M University College Station TX 3,589

17 Indiana University Bloomington Bloomington IN 3,540

18 University of Maryland College Park MD 3,476

19 University of Houston Houston TX 3,413

20 University of Minnesota–Twin Cities Minneapolis MN 3,384

Note: This information contains the number of enrolled international students for the fall 2005 term, along with the number actively on post-
completion optional practical training (OPT), which is a form of work authorization after graduation. These numbers represent the information 
included in the annual reporting for the Open Doors analysis. Source: Institute of International Education (IIE): Open Doors Report 



11

Bloomington International Student Academic Level Distribution 

The number of international students studying at the doctoral level has grown steadily since fall 2002. Following a two-year 
decline, those studying at the master’s level rebounded in fall 2006, while the number of undergraduates reached record levels. 
Enrollment in the Intensive English program soared to four times the national percentage, with 293 students.
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Indianapolis International Student Academic Level Distribution 

Undergraduate international enrollment dipped slightly, while the number of students studying at the master’s level rebounded 
following a decline the previous year. The number studying at the doctoral level has grown steadily to 101 in fall 2006.
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Bloomington International Student Top 10 Fields of Study, Fall 2006
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Indianapolis International Student Top 10 Fields of Study, Fall 2006
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Top 10 Countries of Citizenship: Bloomington
Seven of the top 10 sending countries are Asian. If South Korea, India, China, and Taiwan suddenly stopped sending students to Bloomington, 
IUB would lose more than three-quarters of its international student population. IU is not unique in this regard, as more than one-third of the 
total population of international students in the U.S. come from India, China, and South Korea.
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Top 10 Countries of Citizenship: Indianapolis 
Five of the top 10 sending countries are Asian. Enrollment from China, India, South Korea, and Taiwan accounts for 49 percent 
of international student enrollment at IUPUI.
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Bloomington International Student World Distribution, Fall 2006
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Bloomington Percent Change in Number of International Students  
by World Area, Fall 2002–2006
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Indianapolis International Student World Distribution, Fall 2006
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Indianapolis Percent Change in Number of International Students  
by World Area, Fall 2002–2006
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University-wide International Student World Distribution, Fall 2006
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University-wide Percent Change in Number of International Students  
by World Area, Fall 2002–2006
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International Student Enrollment by Campus, Fall 2006
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University-wide International Student Top 10 Countries of 
Citizenship, Fall 2006
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International Student Financial Contributions to Indiana, 2005

IU’s international students contributed more than $105.6 million in estimated living expenses to the Indiana economy in 2005. 
These contributions included expenses for any accompanying dependents, plus expenditures on tuition, fees, books, and other 
educational costs incurred during their stay.

Campus
# of 

International 
Students

Tuition & Fees 
(×1000)

Living Expenses & 
Dependents (×1000)

Less U.S. 
Support 
(×1000)

Total 
Contribution 

(×1000)

Bloomington 3,540 $59,075.30 $73,329.40 $59,878.20 $72,526.40 

Indianapolis 958 $14,787.60 $15,081.60 $8,289.30 $21,579.90 

Fort Wayne 238 $2,910.30 $3,187.70 $939.80 $5,158.20 

South Bend 219 $2,628.40 $3,765.40 $928.30 $5,465.50 

Southeast 21 $224.70 $386.00 $85.50 $525.20 

Kokomo 10 $108.40 $176.30 $87.00 $197.60 

Northwest 6 $66.90 $105.80 $30.90 $141.70 

East 1 $11.20 $17.60 $7.10 $21.60 

Total 4,993 $79,812.80 $96,049.80 $70,246.10 $105,616.10 

Note: This information contains the number of enrolled international students for the fall 2005 term, along with the number actively on post-completion optional practical 
training (OPT), which is a form of work authorization after graduation. Thus, the net economic impact of students in practical training is zero. These numbers represent the 
information included in the annual economic impact analysis.




