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What is Social Media? 

• User generated content i.e. blogs, web forums, photo and 
video sharing communities 

 
• Social network sites that encompass user generated 

content which emphasis on the relationship among users of 
the community (Agichtein et al., 2008) 



How are Social Networks Defined? 

• boyd and Ellison (2008) define social network sites as: 
Web-based services that allow individuals to (1) construct a 
public or semi-public profile within a bounded system, (2) 
articulate a list of other users with whom they share a 
connection, and (3) view and traverse their list of 
connections and those made by others with the system. (p. 
211) 



How are Students Using Social Media? 

• Express interest in a television show, celebrity, food, 
place, etc.  

 
• Career Networking 
 
• Contact with friends, family and others across nation 
 
• Upload pictures 
 
• Sounding board for issues 



Today's Focus 

Communicate ideas, views and responses to various events 
that have happened on college campuses and around the 

world 
 
 

Looking at how students have responded to these events 
primarily using Facebook and Twitter 



What is Activism? 
 

• The policy or action of using vigorous campaigning to bring 
about political or social change (Apple Dictionary) 

 
• Activism consists of intentional efforts tobring 

about social,political, economic, 
or environmental change (Wikipedia)  

 
• A doctrine or practice that emphasizes direct 

vigorous action especially in support of or opposition to one 
side of a controversial issue (Webster Dictionary) 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/action


How has activism changed? 

The Infamous 1960s vs. Present Day 
 
 
 
  



Over the next decade, the cause 
blossomed worldwide with the 
most prominent refuseniks -- 
known from writings, photos 
and movies smuggled out by 
tourists -- seen as heroes by 
people from across the political 
spectrum. The activism 
persuaded the U.S. government 
to make human rights a central 
issue in its negotiations with the 
Soviets. 

Soviet Jews  



Women's Liberation Movement  
For well over a decade hundreds of 
thousands of American women turned 
out for massive demonstrations, 
overturned discriminatory laws through 
legislation and court action, broke new 
ground by entering male dominated 
professions (law, medicine, clergy, 
corporate and blue-collar), and 
initiated a vast array of new institutions 
such as rape crisis centers, shelters 
for battered women, feminist journals, 
health clinics, and coffee houses. 



Civil Rights Movement  
The Civil Rights Movement in the 
United States has been a long, 
primarily nonviolent struggle to 
bring full civil rights and equality 
under the law to all Americans. This 
reform movement in the United 
States was aimed at abolishing 
racial discrimination against African 
Americans and restoring the right to 
vote in Southern states. 



Media and Activism 

Media activism is activism that uses media and 
communication technologies for social movement 

 
Including: 
• Publishing news on web sites 
• Creating video and audio investigations 
• Spreading information about protests 
• Organizing campaigns relating to media and 

communications policy 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Activism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mass_media
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_movement


Activism in 2011 



Activism in 2011 



Activism in 2011 



Differences in Approach  

1950s/1960s 
• Newspapers 
• Articles 
• Door to Door 
• Community Meetings 
• Marches 
• Organized Protest 
• Word of Mouth  

 

Present Day 
• Facebook 
• Twitter 
• Blogs 
• Web/Internet 
• Text  



Recent Events at Indiana University 

Latino males being arrested (Spring 2011) 
 

Anti-semitic incidents (Fall 2010) 
 

Black/Asian Student Incident  (Fall 2010) 
 

Lauren Sperier (Summer 2011) 



Discussion 
• How has social media been used on your campus? 
 
• How has it affected students of color? under represented 

groups? 
 
• Has using social media outlets affected the student body? 

Why or why not?  
 
• How can you effectively use social media as a form of 

activism? 



 Questions, comments, concerns or 
clarifications? 
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