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The purpose of the present study is to explore how the speakers of Korean regional dialects achieve lexical contrasts in production and perception. Furthermore, the study aims to examine how their production and perception are correlated with each other in terms of word prosody. 16 Korean speakers of three dialects participated in both production and perception experiments: 5 from Seoul, 6 from South Cholla, and 5 from South Kyungsang. In the production experiment, the participants were asked to produce a set of sentences which embed two minimal pairs of /nun/ or /pam/. These target words were 'scrambled' to take either AP initial or AP medial position. In the perception experiment, the same participants were asked to listen to a set of synthesized stimuli and made lexical judgment. The target word /nun/ (which may mean either 'snow' or 'eye') was manipulated in its F0 contour and duration. The results show that South Kyungsang speakers have F0 distinction in their production and are selectively sensitive to F0 variations in perception. This supports previous studies claiming that South Kyungsang dialect maintains pitch contrast. Cholla speakers tend to be sensitive to F0 information in the opposite direction to Kyungsang speakers. It suggests that F0 contour information is reinterpreted as an indication of tonal contrast.  Seoul speakers seem to have only duration contrasts, which may be reinterpreted that they detect stress in longer duration. . The results demonstrate general but incomplete correlation between production and perception. The results also reveal persistent difference still maintained especially in perception of word prosody which also suggests different typological status of word prosody for three dialects.
