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PsycINFO

Direct vendor access: http://www.csa2.com/htbin/dbrng.cgi?username=indi&access=indi437&cat=psycinfo  

Coverage and Scope

PsycINFO provides access to the international journal literature of psychology and related fields, to dissertations, and to technical reports from approximately 50 countries. More than 1300 journals in 30 languages are indexed. This database includes material relevant to psychology from such related disciplines as education, medicine, business, sociology, linguistics, law, psychiatry and anthropology. Although PsycINFO is primarily an index to article abstracts, it also includes links to web resources and to over 250 full text journals.  It is the electronic version of the print source, Psychological Abstracts, which is also produced by the American Psychological Association.

PsycINFO is provided by the Cambridge Scientific Abstracts (CSA) Internet Database Service, with coverage from 1887 to the present.  It is updated quarterly.

Accessing

PsycINFO is available from the from the IUB Libraries page:

http://www.libraries.iub.edu/findinfo

Click on the link to PsycINFO located in the “Top Ten Resources” section.
OnLine Help

For general search help, click on the blue Help box near the top, right corner of the screen.  This provides an index to help topics, useful for searching all Cambridge Scientific Abstracts databases.

For help with topics specific to PsycINFO, click on the blue dot with an “i” in it next to the word “PsycINFO.”  NOTE: this symbol appears with “PsycINFO” on the top menu screen and on some results screens only.  You will also find it next to other database elements to provide context-sensitive help with various features.

Searching PsycINFO
There are four ways of searching in PsycINFO: Quick Search, Advanced Search, Browse Indexes, and Thesaurus Search.  These four search options always appear in the left-hand frame of any PsycINFO screen, as a row of blue button rectangles.

Quick Search.  The default search, which first comes up when you connect to PsycINFO, is a Quick Search.  To conduct a Quick Search, do the following:

· select a database from the list of available databases

· enter your search term(s) in the Find: box

· choose the kind of search you wish to perform from the pull-down menu (the default setting is “as keyword(s),” but you may also choose title, author, journal name, or “anywhere”)

· click Search.  

You may also select options for various multiple word searches, restrict your results to a particular date range, sort results by date or relevancy (“date” is the default setting), and choose your display (“citation” is the default).

Advanced Search.  The advanced search option lets you combine search terms.  To use this feature

· click on Advanced Search.  You will then be prompted to select one or more databases.  

· click on Continue to Advanced Search.  You may then enter search terms and use the pull-down menus both to select limit fields (e.g., keywords, author, descriptors) and to choose Boolean operators (i.e., and, or, not).  As with Quick Search, you may restrict by date and change sort and display options.

· click Search to execute the search.  
You may also, alternatively, enter your search in the Command-Line Search: box, as in this example— 

kw=stress and af=Bloomington 

—to find articles with “stress” as a keyword and “Bloomington” in the Author Affiliation field (or articles on stress by local authors).  

For more information on searching PsycINFO, see “Search Tips and Techniques”.

Browse Indexes.  Use this feature to search for everything by a particular author—or by type of publication.  The Browse Index page lets you choose either option (Author or Publication Type).  

Entering a search term in the Find: box and clicking on Display will generate a list of terms alphabetically similar to the term you entered.

PsycINFO indexing is quite literal, so authors’ names are listed as editors actually publish them.  The Browse Index displays all available variants of an author’s name, and then lets you choose them all.  For example, you might find “a smith,” “a j smith,” and “alan j smith”—all of whom might be the same person but listed separately in the database.

Thesaurus Search

Overview

The online thesaurus provides a standard language or set of terms with which to describe the subject area. Applied to indexing of a database, it indicates which terms to use to retrieve the maximum number of relevant documents. 

The thesaurus terms are used by indexers to describe the contents of publications in a consistent, comprehensive and concise manner. These terms are listed in the Descriptors field (DE=) of each record added to the database. 

The thesaurus lets you browse for terms via a hierarchical, alphabetical, or rotated index display. These display formats allow you to navigate the thesaurus alphabetically or through the hierarchical relationships between terms. After finding appropriate terms, you can submit a search for those terms in the database descriptor field. 

The PsycINFO Thesaurus file consists of 7739 records derived from the Thesaurus of Psychological Index Terms, 8th edition (1997). The terms in the Thesaurus file correspond to those appearing in the Descriptor fields (Major Descriptors identified by an *).

Using the Thesaurus

Click on Thesaurus Search.  You will then have three Thesaurus search 

options beneath the Find: box

1. The Thesaurus option locates the thesaurus term plus any conceptually broader or narrower terms.  

2. The Rotated Index finds all the thesaurus terms that contain the word entered (e.g., “television” retrieves “closed circuit television,” “educational television,” “television,” and “television viewing”).  

3. The Alphabetical List displays a simple alphabetical list of the thesaurus terms near the term entered.  It does not indicate broader or narrower terms.

Clicking on a hyperlinked term displays the full Thesaurus entry for that term.  To choose a term to search, click on the adjacent box and click Search.
Viewing Records

Search results are displayed as brief citations:  title, author, source.  Records with full-text links will also include the resource location field.  To view full citations:

· Click on hyperlinked View Record. 

· Click on hyperlinked author to view move citations by that author; click on hyperlinked descriptors to view more citations categorized under that subject. 

· Click Previous or Next buttons to more one record at a time through the results list.  Click on Return to Results to go back to your list of citations.

· Move through the Results list by clicking on the hyperlinked More or page numbers at the bottom of the page to view more results of your search. 

· NOTE: You may view up to 1,000 records retrieved.  Results are organized into groups of 250.  To see more than 250 records, click on More at the bottom of the page.

Marking Records

Records from the Results list may be marked for later downloading, printing, or 

e-mailing.  

· Click on the box on the top-left corner of any record to mark it.  You may mark records anywhere in a given Results list—but not across different searches.  

· Click on the Save/Print/Email Records button to download, print, or send your marked results as an e-mail message.

Saving / Printing / E-mailing Records

Saving (downloading), printing, and e-mailing records must be done through the Results list.  This list of citations will include a Save/Print/Email Records button at the top-left corner of the list.  

· Mark all records you wish to save, print, or e-mail (i.e., click on the box next to the record number). 

· Click Save/Print/Email Records.
The next screen will give you the option of saving/printing/e-mailing your marked records or the entire set of records.  It will also give you three format choices: Citation, Citation & Abstract, and Complete Record.  You may also add comments.

To Email records

· enter complete Internet addresses (e.g., jones@indiana.edu) in the “To:” and “From:” boxes. 

· Click Email.
To Save (download) records

· choose one of three file formats:   PC, Macintosh, or Unix,

· click Save.

· then use your browser’s Save feature to save the results list (e.g., in Internet Explorer

· click on File
· then choose Save as….  CSA recommends changing the filename, file extension, and the location where the file will be saved.

For example, change the default name of:

csaAAAaaDyra.in

To a new

filename.doc or filename.txt

And location to

A:/My Documents

If records are saved as a “bin” file, they can be viewed using notepad or WordPad.

To Print records

· click the Print button

· then use your browser’s Print feature to print the results list (e.g., in Internet Explorer

· click on File
· then choose  Print….
How To Find Articles Not Available Full Text

Search IUCAT for the title of the journal (displayed in the SOURCE [“SO:”] field) to determine if the journal is held in the IU Libraries.

· If in PsycINFO you see:                 SO: Journal of Neurophysiology 

· In IUCAT

· select Exact
· then type:       journal of neurophysiology
· Click on Periodical Title. 

Quitting PsycINFO
There is no specified logoff protocol for PsycINFO.  Select another database or location with your browser or close the browser window.

Search Tips and Techniques
Use these expressions to combine search terms.


	AND
	Narrow search and retrieve records containing all of the words it separates.

	OR
	Broaden search and retrieve records containing any of the words it separates. The | can be used in lieu of 'or', e.g.: mouse | mice | rat is equivalent to mouse or mice or rat

	NOT
	Narrow search and retrieve records that do not contain the term following it.

	( )
	Group words or phrases (called nesting) when combining Boolean phrases and to show the order in which relationships should be considered, e.g.: (mouse or mice) and (thirst or hunger)

	/no operator/
	Find words as a phrase, e.g.: life stage transitions retrieves records containing the three words immediately adjacent to one another and in the same order. 

	NEAR
	Find words within 10 words of each other, e.g.: women near violence retrieves records that contain women and violence in any order with up to 9 words in between. 

	BEFORE
	Finds words in a relative order, e.g.: social before security. Note: adjacency is not implied.

	AFTER
	Finds words that contain words in the relative order specified with the after expression, e.g.: scope after science. Note: adjacency is not implied.


Note: Use double quotes " " to search for "near", "before", or "after", e.g.:
 "near" death experience

Wildcard symbols can expand the scope of your search. 

	Use 
	For 

	* 
	Truncation. This expands a search term to include all forms of a root word, e.g.: censor* retrieves censor, censors, censored, censorship, etc. 

	* 
	Multi-character wildcard for finding alternative spellings. Use to indicate an unlimited number of characters within a word, e.g.: h*mophilia retrieves haemophilia as well as hemophilia, and behavi*r retrieves behaviour or behavior. 

	?
	Single-character wildcard for finding alternative spellings. The ? represents a single character; two ?? represent two characters; three ??? represent three characters, and so on. Use within or at the end of a word, e.g.: wom?n finds woman as well as women, and carbon fib?? finds carbon fiber or carbon fibre. 


Note: Only words with characters equal to the number of ?'s present are retrieved, e.g., cell? retrieves cells and cello but not cell.
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