Similar to English,

e Subject Verb Object It Is also

(1) a. John loves Mary. p0_55|bf|e to
b. ;)ﬁ'_—}_ggﬁ B EET o write Trom

John love Mary top to down:

However, no ‘word d. 14
boundary’ in writing.
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Same Rulesl!
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e VP - V.clausal S

(4) think [John loves Mary]
A o % gy
xiang Yuehan ail Mali
think John love Mary

e VP->V.give NP NP

(5) give John a book

give Yuehan yi.ben.shu
give John a book



e VP->V.trans NP e \VP->V.state Adj
(6) love Mary (7) feel tired

N wH B
al Mali juede lel

love Mary feel tired



e VP>V.put NP PP

(8) put a book on the table
LA — 71::?:} T+ ﬁa\T_P
fang yi.ben.shu zal zhuo.shang
put one.cL.book on table.top

=2 \VPs are head-initial



BUT, they are not exactly the same.
e VP - V.trans NP (PP)

(9) VP VP
PP V.rans NP yvigans NP PP

N T N N AN
P NP E'E__ John  ce  John P NP
‘ ‘ kanjian ‘ ‘
g Sk see

zal Xxuexiao

at school

at school



Passive sentences
(10) Thecat Is seen

2 g B FSd R
na zhi mao bei kanjian le
that cL cat BEI see ASP

Passive marker, bei- (¥)



Passive sentences

(11)
The cat Is seen by John.

2B 3 B John #HifL 7o
na zhi mao bei John kanjian le
that cL cat BEI John see  AsSP



Some conjunction pairs
(12) Dbecause / so

REG .., Bl ... o
vinwel suoyi
because SO

(13) although /7 but
AESR ..., EIRL ...
suiran danshi

although but



- NP = (DT) (Adj) N

Number
(14) that book agreement

Al 7 IS not
that cL \book N€cCessary

(15) - a beautiful girl

= i Ep
one.cL beautiful\c

(16) those big trees

2 ()
that.pL CL big




e NP - (DT number classifier) (Adj) N
(14) that book

= e““
AR pgfee\N“;eﬂ
that ‘cL/ hook b\e‘sé\g\ef
2
(15) a beautiful girl e ™

~ @ LAY
one cL beautiful girl
(16) those big trees

B A
that.pL big




Here are the differences:
e No Case marking In Chinese

Subject

(17) Ni/Wo/Ta shi xuesheng -
You/l/(S)He Dbe student

Object

Ta al  ni/wo/ta
(S)He loveyou/l/(s)he.



Here are the differences:

e NO subject-verb agreement

(18)a. | @ him.
b. Wo \g ta -

(19)a. She youl.
b. Ta 3 ni o

e No tense marking on verbs in Chinese



Here are the differences:

e No tense marking, but aspectual affixes
(20) a. He loved Mary.

b. ¥ E’Iﬁ Pl o (experience)
he love.exp  Mary

c. He died.

d. (9 g o (change of state)
he die.change

e. He IS reading.

f. ¥ r+§%.‘rl (progressive)

he prog.read



Topics

e Derived Topic

(21) a. That movie, | like ec a lot
b. ﬂﬂlﬁﬁﬂ ?ﬁﬁ%, 52" L Fi#ec o

that.c. movie | very like

e Base-generated Topic

(22) #gf, & filE el Al
that.cL.fire, luckily firefighters come early

‘That fire, fortunately, firefighters
came In time.’




Questions

e Yes-no questions
(23)
John is here. - Is John here?

SHE TR SEH o DA T Eh B0
Yuehan zai zher Yuehan zal zher ma

Jjohn at here John at here Q



Questions

e \Wh-guestions
John loves Mary. 9 & ZFEI o

-

vyuehan al Mali
John love Mary

Who does John love? #»3# % = SH
Yuehan al shel
John love who



Modal auxiliaries

(25)

He should come. He can come.
voEE Tt SR

ta yinggal lai ta keyl lai
He should be able to come.
S N e o

he should can come



Relative clauses

(26) men who left
gL N
likal.de ren
leave.DE man

=>English NP Is head-initial (left-headed)
= Chinese NP is head-final (right-headed)



