Course Requirements and IPSB Standards

Students studying to be certified to teach social studies must develop knowledge in many
content areas. The licensing rules established by the IPSB identify 9 standards in which
students need to establish subject area competence (in addition to the standards for
teaching skills). It is critical, therefore, to assure that the education students actually get
here at TUPUI will prepare them to have the knowledge and skills necessary to be
licensed and to teach their students once they have completed their degrees.

In this document, we take the IPSB Standards that relate to the disciplines of the social
sciences and link them with required (and in some cases, recommended) classes that
students will take in their course of study here at [UPUL In order to explicitly link to

~ courses that the majority of students will enroll in, we have limited ourselves to
introductory courses in this document. After each Standard, we have inserted brief
course descriptions for the course or courses that will satisfy that standard. We have also
attached syllabi at the end of the document to provide a fuller description of each course.

TEACHERS OF SOCIAL STUDIES
Standard #1: Civic Ideals and Practices.

Teachers of Social Studies understand the ideals, principles, and practices of citizenship
in a democratic republic and can use this knowledge to create meaningful learning
experiences for students.

Performances : .

1. interpret and evaluate sources and examples of citizens’ rights and responsibilities.
2. practice forms of civic discussion and participation consistent with the ideals of
citizens in a democratic republic.

3. create a policy statement and plan of action which achieve one or more goals related to
an issue of public concern.

Knowledge
1. understand the origins and interpret the continuing influence of key ideals of the

democratic republican form of government such as individual human dignity, liberty,
justice, equality, and the rule of law.

2. recognize and analyze various forms of citizen action that influence public policy
decisions.

3. identify and explain the roles of formal and informal political actors in influencing and
shaping public policy and decision making.

Dispositions



1. advocate a reasoned commitment to the civic values needed to function responsibly in
a democratic society.

2. perceive the need to locate, access, analyze, organize, synthesize, evaluate, and apply
information about selected public issues, while identifying, describing, and evaluating
multiple points of view.

3. appreciate how many public policies and citizen behaviors may or may not reflect the
stated ideals of a democratic republican form of government.

4, commit to engage in activities to improve the community based upon evaluation of
possible options for citizen action.

Courses that provide content to meet the standard:
Y103 Introduction to American Politics addresses each of the elements of standard 1.

Y103 Introduction to American Politics (3 cr.) Introduction to the nature of
government and the dynamics of American politics. Origin and nature of the
American federal system and its political party base. (When offered, S103
Introduction to American Politics-Honors is an equivalent.)

Standard #2: Historical Perspectives.

Teachers of social studies understand the way human beings view themselves in and over
time and can use this knowledge to create meaningful learning experiences for students.

Performances

1. create learning opportunities that demonstrate the ability to trace and analyze
chronological periods and that examine the relationships of significant themes and
concepts in history.

2. adapt curriculum, instruction, resources, and assessment to provide for a range of wide
student differences. -

3. create learning opportunities that help students exercise their skills as citizens in a
democratic society by engaging in problem solving and civic decision making in the
classroom, school, and community settings.

4. use knowledge of facts and concepts drawn from history, along with methods of
historical inquiry, to allow for informed decision making about and action taken on
public issues.

5. identify and describe selected historical periods and patterns of change within and
across cultures.

Knowledge
1. comprehend that historical knowledge and the concept of time are socially influenced
constructions that lead historians to be selective in the questions they seek to answer and

the evidence they use.



2. identify and describe selected historical periods and patterns of change within and
across cultures.

3. evaluate evidence, develop comparative and causal analyses, interpret the historical
record, and construct sound historical arguments and perspectives on which informed
decisions in contemporary life can be based.

Dispositions

1. possess critical sensitivities such as empathy by reading first person accounts and
skepticism by comparing varying viewpoints on a particular issue; this will allow
students to study attitudes, values, and behaviors of people in different historical
contexts.

2. commit to acknowledging that scholars may describe the same event or situation in
different ways and to providing reasons or evidence for their views.

3. value understanding of societal concerns, standards, issues, and conflicts related to
universal human rights.

Courses that provide content to meet the standard:

Students will be required to enroll in two introductory courses on American History
H105 and H106 as well as Western Civilization I and II (H113 and H114). In
addition, students will also be required to take H217, the Nature of History. These
courses will offer students an excellent base in historical perspectives from both an
American and a World focus.

H105-H106 American History I-II (3-3 cr.) L Colonial period, Revolution,
Confederation and Constitution, national period to 1865. II. 1865 to present. Political
history forms framework, with economic, social, cultural, and intellectual history
interwoven. Introduction to historical literature, source material, and criticism.

H113-H114 History of Western Civilization I-II (3-3 cr.) L Rise and fall of ancient
civilizations; barbarian invasions; rise, flowering, and disruption of medieval church;
fendalism, national monarchies. IL Rise of middle class; parliamentary institutions,
liberalism, political democracy; industrial revolution, capitalism, and socialist
movements; nationalism, imperialism, international rivalries, world wars.

H217 The Nature of History (3 cr.) An introductory examination of what history is,
types of historical interpretation, common problems in history, and the uses of
history.

Standard #3: Geographical Perspectives.

Teachers of social studies understand the nature and distribution of Earth’s people,
places, and environments and can use this knowledge to create meaningful learning
experiences for students. Natural and human resources affect how people interact with
their environment and each other.



Performances
1. possess mental maps that can be used to interpret political, physical, and cultural

distribution patterns of present and past events.

2. are able to access or prepare maps and graphs, using technology as needed, to
demonstrate spatial distribution and relationships.

3. demonstrate knowledge of Earth’s dynamic physical systems and their impact on
humans, including plate tectonics and vulcanism, degradation and aggradation, earth/sun
relations, wind systems and ocean currents, the water cycle, weather and climate, and
related patterns of natural vegetation and land use.

4. demonstrate an understanding of population dynamics and distribution, cultural
diversity, and the level of economic development which exists on Earth; and are able to
relate these to physical, cultural, historical, economic, and political circumstances. -

5. are able to relate Earth’s physical systems and varied patterns of human activity to
world environmental problems.

Knowledge
1. know and understand the interrelationship of the five themes of geography: location,

place, human/environment interaction, movement, and region.

2. prepare, interpret, use, and synthesize information from various representations of the
Earth, such as maps, globes, photographs, paintings, and their own observations, to
synthesize information and interpret spatial patterns.

3. know Earth’s physical and human patterns and understand how people interact with
their physical environment.

4. understand the concept of.a Region, a human construct for organizing information to
interpret Earth’s complexity; know the physical and cultural characteristics that
distinguish each of the world’s culture regions, and the major countries within each world

region.

5. understand that the flow of people, goods, and ideas links all parts of the world in an
interdependent and ever-changing system that creates and spreads wealth unevenly.

Dispositions

1. recognize and critically evaluate for classroom use appropriate geographic resources,
data sources, and tools such as globes, atlases, maps, map projections, aerial photographs,
satellite images, geographic information systems (GIS), newspapers, journals, and
databases.

2. value and encourage the use of mental maps at local, regional, national and world

scales both to foster understanding of relative location, direction, size, and shape and to
serve as a spatial foundation for all knowledge.

3. recognize and value the varieties of human imprints on Earth as a reflection of people’s
culture, technology, needs, ideals, and governance.



4. appreciate the need to assess the impact of physical and human geography on historical
events, and, conversely, the role of the past in the development of present human spatial

patterns.

Courses that provide content to meet the standard:

Students will enroll in two geography courses which will help them address standard
3 (G107 Physical systems of the environment and G110 Human Geography)

G107 Physical Systems of the Environment (3 cr.) Physical environment as the
home of humans, emphasizing the distribution and interaction of environmental
variables (landforms, vegetation, soils, weather, and climate).

G110 Introduction to Human Geography (3 cr.) An introduction to the principles,
concepts, and methods of analysis nsed in the study of human geographic systems.
Examines geographic perspectives on contemporary world problems such as
population growth, globalization of the economy, and human-environmental
relations.

Standard #4: Government and Citizenship.

Teachers of social studies understand how people create and change structures of power,
authority, and governance and can use this knowledge to create meaningful learning
experiences for students.

Performances
1. apply concepts such as power, role, status, justice, and influence to the examination of

persistent issues and social problems.

2. apply ideas, theories, and modes of inquiry drawn from political science to examine
persistent issues and social problems.

3. explore the role of technology in communications, transportation, information-
processing, weapons development, or other areas as it contributes to resolving conflict.

Knowledge
1. grasp and are able to explain the purposes of government at the local, state, and
national levels and are able to analyze how powers are acquired, used, and justified.

2. know and are able to compare different political systems (their ideologies, structure,
institutions, processes, and political cultures) with that of the United States, and to
identify representative political leaders from selected historical and contemporary
settings.

3. understand ideas and mechanisms to meet the needs and desires of citizens, regulate
territory, manage conflict, establish order and security, and balance competing
conceptions of a just society.



Dispositions
1. recognize and address persistent issues involving the rights, roles, and status of the
individual in relation to the general welfare.

2. perceive and acknowledge that groups and organizations encourage unity and deal with
diversity to maintain order and security.

3. recognize the conditions, actions, and motivations that contribute to conflict and
cooperation within and among nations.

Courses that provide content to meet the standard:
Again, Political Science Y103 addresses each of these goals.

Y103 Introduction to American Politics (3 cr.) Introduction to the nature of.
government and the dynamics of American politics. Origin and nature of the
American federal system and its political party base. (When offered, S103
Introduction to American Politics-Honors is an equivalent.)

Standard #5: Economics.

Teachers of social studies understand why and how people organize for the production,
exchange, and consumption of goods and services and can use this knowledge to create
meaningful experiences for students.

Performances

1. create learning experiences that develop key skills in economics: identifying economic
problems, alternatives, and costs; analyzing economic incentives and the consequences of
changes in economic conditions and public policies; and collecting, organizing, and
interpreting economics data and reference sources.

2. demonstrate the ways in which scarcity necessitates the choices individuals and
societies must make to satisfy wants.

3. apply economic concepts and reasoning when evaluating historical and contemporary
social issues and public policies.

Knowledge
1. realize that we live in a mixed market economic system in which production,

exchange, and consumption decisions are made through the market interacting with
government and are influenced by tradition.

2. understand that increasing technological change and globalization have resulted in a
highly interdependent world economy.

3. comprehend that because resources are scarce and often unevenly distributed across
people and regions, specialization and systems of exchange are necessary to improve the
well-being of both the individual and society.



Dispositions

1. believe that the study of economics should prepare students to function more
effectively as workers, consumers, savers, investors, and citizens throughout their lives;
in short, they help students to become effective participants in the global economy.

2. accept the scope of economics as the study of the allocation of scarce resources to
satisfy unlimited wants.
3. acknowledge the ever-changing nature of the economy and the role of individuals in it.

Courses that provide content to meet the standard:
Students must enroll in E201 which will address Standard 5.

E201 Introduction to Microeconomics (3 cr.) P: sophomore standing. E201 is a
general introduction to microeconomic analysis. Discussed are the method of
economics, scarcity of resources, the interaction of consumers and businesses in the
marketplace in order to determine price, and how the market system places a value on
factors of production. ‘

Standard #6: Current Events.

Teachers of social studies understand global connections and interdependence and can
create meaningful learning experiences for students.

Performances
1. use print and electronic media, maps, globes, and atlases to provide students with

information about events that are occurring.
2. create learning experiences about current issues that encourage research and problem
solving. -

3. describe and analyze the effects of changing technologies on the local and global
communities.

Knowledge
1. understand the interdisciplinary nature of social studies and know how to make

connections using current events.

2. know how to use a variety of resources, both primary and secondary, to better
understand the causes and effects of current events on the student’s world.

3. understand that current events provide an arena for the study of global connections
through the interplay of Earth’s physical and human systems.

Dispositions



1. value and understand that "today’s current event is tomorrow’s history” and that current
events provide opportunities for the study of global connections and our interdependence
on this planet.

2. appreciate the ever-changing nature of current events and the need to maintain a
flexible classroom approach.

3. monitor ongoing current events and create classroom opportunities for students to see
the relationship of these events to their lives.

Courses that provide content to meet the standard:

Many courses in the liberal arts examine current events in the country and the world.
However, Political Science Y103 (American Politics) and Y219 (International
Relations) will most closely address this Standard.

Y103 Introduction to American Politics (3 cr.) Introduction to the nature of
government and the dynamics of American politics. Origin and nature of the
American federal system and its political party base. (When offered, S103
Introduction to American Politics-Honors is an equivalent.)

Y219 Introduction to International Relations (3 cr.) An introduction to the global
political system, and issues that shape relations among countries. The course looks at
problems of conflict resolution, the role of international law and organizations, the
challenges of poverty and development, and the other major policy issues over which
nations cooperate, argue, or go to war.

Standard #7: Psychology.

Teachers of social studies understand individual development and identity and can use
this knowledge to create learning experiences designed to promote student growth and
reflection.

Performances
1. guide investigation into the relationship between social norms and emerging personal

identities.
2. explore the processes that influence identity formation.

3. show different ways individuals develop and how personalities may change over a
period of time.

Knowledge
1. possess knowledge of the ways group and cultural influences contribute to the

development of a sense of self.
2. know how learning and physical development affect behavior.

3. realize the factors that affect mental health.



Dispositions
1. view themselves and their students as unique individuals who interact with other
individuals and groups including family, school, community, country, and the world.

2. value how people meet their basic needs in a variety of contexts.

3. advocate the creation of learning opportunities by analyzing why people behave as
they do.

Courses that provide content to meet the standard:

Students are required to enroll in Psychology as a Social Science (B104). This course
will address Standard 7.

B104 Psychology as a Social Science (3 cr.) Equiv. to IU PSY P102 and PU PSY
120. Fall, spring, summer. Introduction to scientific method, individual differences,
personality, developmental, abnormal, social, and industrial psychology.

Standard #8: Sociology.

Teachers of social studies understand interaction among individuals, groups, and
institutions and can use this knowledge to create meaningful learning experiences for
students. ’

Performances
1. analyze how groups and institutions influence people, events, and elements of culture.

2. apply how groups and institutions work to meet individual needs and promote the
common good.

3. describe the role of institutions in furthering both continuity and change.

Knowledge .
1. know how individuals, groups, and institutions are formed, controlled, and maintained

in a society.
2. understand how roles, status, and social class describe the interactions and connections
between individuals, groups, and institutions in society.

3. realize how individuals, groups, and institutions develop and change over time, thus
furthering both continuity and change.

Dispositions
1. value the constant, but also ever-changing, content of sociology and the need for
continuous growth to remain knowledgeable and current.

2. believe that social institutions play an integral part in the life of an individual.
3. appreciate how social institutions are formed and maintained or changed.

4. are sensitive to diversity issues.



Courses that provide content to meet the standard:

Students will be able to choose between two Sociology classes which will address
Standard 8 (R100 Introduction to Sociology or R121 Social Problems).

R100 Introduction to Sociology (3 cr.) P: W131 or consent of the instructor.
Consideration of basic sociological concepts, including some of the substantive
concerns and findings of sociology, sources of data, and the nature of the sociological
perspective.

R121 Social Problems (3 cr.) P: R100 or consent of the instructor. Selected current
“problems” of American society are analyzed through the use of basic sociological
data and the application of major sociological frameworks. Policy implications are
discussed in light of value choices involved in various solutions.

Standard #9: World Cultures.

Teachers of social studies understand culture and cultural diversity and can use this
knowledge to create meaningful learning experiences for students.

Performances
1. gnide investigation of nations and cultures of the world in terms of their diversity,

commonalities, and interrelationships.

2. select and integrate knowledge from the social sciences, the natural sciences, and the
humanities in order to prepare students to live effectively in a world with limited natural
resources and characterized by ethnic diversity, cultural pluralism, and increasing
interdependence.

3. recognize and accommodate the variety of learning styles and modes of expression
students bring to the study of world cultures.

Knowledge
1. understand culture, human diversity, and the interconnections among peoples of the

world.

2. possess an understanding of the interdisciplinary nature of the content of the subject
matter of world cultures.

3. cultivate a perspective of the world which emphasizes interconnections.

Dispositions
1. realize that effective cross-cultural communication is fostered through understanding
the historical, geographical, and economic roots of diversity.

2. possess an understanding of the interdisciplinary nature of the subject matter of world
cultures.

3. cultivate a perspective of the world which emphasizes interconnections.



4. commit to connecting the study of world cultures to the students’ own experiences.

Courses that provide content to meet the standard:

The World Cultures Standard will be addressed by multiple courses; most obviously
Anthropology Culture and Society (A104). Various other courses will clearly also
address this standard, including Political Science International Relations (Y219),
History H113 and H114 (Western Civilization I and II) and Geography G110 (Human
Geography).

A104 Culture and Society (3 cr.) A survey of cultural and social processes that
influence human behavior, with comparative examples from different ethnic groups
around the world, with the goal of better understanding the broad range of human
behavioral potentials and those influences that shape the different expressions of
these potentials. (Not open to students who have had A304.)



