Reaction to the rope activity.

This was used as an introduction to linear functions in Algebra 2 with lower level students.  It made a nice concrete way of reviewing slope-intercept form and tying (no pun intended) some meaning to it.  The data gathering was very quick.  The only snag in the lesson was that several groups tried to tie the knots all at the same spot instead of spread out along the rope.  Others thought they were to measure the distance between knots rather than the whole length of rope so they tried to space the knots evenly along the rope with great precision.  It was a great introductory activity because it the data was quickly collected, it was very linear, and it had a negative slope.  Throughout the unit, students would refer back to the ropes making conceptual connections to slopes in other situations.

Students were given completion credit for the activity sheet.  Because this was the first activity, most of the assessment was informal from the follow-up discussion and from overhearing small group discussions.

