Guarding the Museum


One of the activities that actually went the best was “Guarding the Museum”.  I believe that my students enjoyed this project and that was the reason it went so well.


When I initially handed out the museum floor plan, the class got busy right away working on where to put their cameras. I had them each work with a partner, which worked fine. I noticed several groups conferring and arguing about how many cameras would actually work. I thought that this was good discussion and let them have some time.  It did not take most groups long before they had pretty much decided on the placement and number of cameras.


Next, I laid out the criteria for the project. After each group had decided on the placement and number of cameras, they were required to use the internet to find and compare at least two different cameras. Then, they had to choose the camera they thought would be best. Each group was then required to compute the sales tax for their cameras, and figure out the installation charges. I decided that the installation charge would be one half of the cost of one camera, not including tax, per camera. My students had some difficulty with this, but after a while, and a couple of times going over this, they finally got it! Next, they were required to write a report/proposal explaining why the Board of Directors should accept their proposal. The last requirement for this project was a presentation in front of the class. My students have not really had a lot of experience giving presentations, but I believe this was one of the things that pushed them to really put forth their best effort. They did not want to look bad in front of their peers!!

I was really impressed by the quality of work I received from my students. I was also really surprised by the high level of motivation exhibited by the majority.  This activity went so well that I plan to start the year with it in the fall!!
