Conrail Problem Reflection


When doing this lesson I learned many things about how to go about teaching it.  I found that the students did very well with the concept of drawing a line given the slope and the starting point.  They used a lot of graphing equations and coordinate plane.  When I created this problem I did not know where it would play in the mathematical model.  It wasn’t until after I did the lesson I found that the lesson falls in the abstract part of the model.  The Conrail Problem is a realistic problem but the students come up with the correct answer in an abstract way.  I feel that the students learned a little about the math-modeling process.  They got too confused with the concept of the transit graph.  I know that I did not give them ample time to prepare them for the transit graphs.  The students were very frustrated and confused.  I tried to reassure them that this was just a part of a coordinate plane.  No matter how many times I told them this they still did not get it.  I will be sure to explain the transit graph or even just use Quadrant 1 of a coordinate plane.  I think that this would help them with the graphing process of the problem.  I learned that the math modeling process can be very confusing for the students and for the teacher if not approached at the correct pace or level.  This can be a very good lesson if I do not cover everything that needs to be done before introducing the problem to the students.
