Bungee Barbie reflection

This is a favorite activity of my students. Greg and I have been doing this activity for several years and usually with a lot of success. This year has been one of the more difficult years I have had and so I decided to try it with only my accelerated class.

The first challenge was getting the kids to bring in the dolls. Every year this seems to be more of a problem. I usually give them about a week to get them in, this year I gave them two! Finally, we had enough dolls so that each group had one. 

My students enjoyed doing the trials in my classroom. We taped meter sticks and measuring tapes up on the walls everywhere in the room. Every time I do a project like this with my students, I am amazed at how much they love it. Most of my students have never done anything similar prior to 7th grade. This activity also really helps them with measuring skills, something they always seem to be rather weak in. Anyway, we finished the trials, found the averages and made our graphs.  After this, the students made their predictions. The class did this a couple of different ways. Some of them just took how many rubber bands it took to safely drop Barbie one or two meters, then just scaled up to the height of the balcony. Others extended the line.  Things went pretty well in the classroom with the trials. Finally we took the Barbies to the 2nd floor balcony and did our drops. This is the best part of the activity and the most fun! I have everyone except the group that’s jumping stay downstairs. We taped meter sticks to the wall to measure the distance off the floor. Usually when we drop our Barbies, my principal and a lot of others come to watch. This year the kids did pretty well. I think the group that won used 30 rubber bands. Next year I think I’ll do this activity earlier in the school year.
