Reactions to the Raft Activity

This was used as a culminating activity in the linear functions unit.  It took one full period to build the rafts.  The class moved to a science lab for that part and it helped tremendously to have tables and numerous electrical outlets.  The materials turned out to be amazingly cheap.  The mini glue guns were only $1.75 each.  For under $10 we purchased enough craft sticks to use with 3 or 4 classes (of 35 students each, I am afraid).  

The second day the students actually floated boats, collected data and found linear functions to use in making a prediction.  On day three it took about 15 minutes for each group to present their linear model, make their prediction, and test it.  This data was fairly “fuzzy” which made it very appropriate for finding the median-median line.

The student reaction was great!  They loved it and no one had any mishaps with the glue guns.

This was used as a final assessment on the unit along with a traditional test.  The scoring unit could possibly be more specific in terms of desired outcomes.  That may happen next year.

