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The Vigo County School Corporation has been a member Indiana University – Indiana Math Initiative Math-Science Partnership Grant since it began in 2002.  One of the foci of the grant was the improvement and enhancement of teacher content knowledge in mathematics for the elementary teachers involved in the grant.  
There were three different cohorts of teachers who attended their first year of professional development:  Cohort 1 2002-3, grades 2 and 5; Cohort 2 2003-2004, grades 3 and 4; and Cohort 3 2004-5, grades K and 1.  Most of the teachers continued in subsequent year’s IMI workshops and were responsible for leading teacher workshops, providing mentoring, and working with administrators back in their own districts.

At the beginning of each first year, the different cohorts of teachers took the Learning Mathematics for Teaching test developed at the University of Michigan by Deborah Ball and associates.  An LMT post-test was then administered at the end of that year.  This was to determine the extent of improvement and enhancement of teacher content knowledge in mathematics for the elementary teachers involved in the grant.  Districts were to assist in providing the content training that was also provided at the Indianapolis workshops.
In Vigo County, it was decided that all elementary teachers needed the content training that IMI participants would be receiving.  The four full-time elementary math liaisons were responsible for the creation and implementation of the content training.  Each of the nearly 400 elementary classroom and special education teachers attended grade level meetings, one-half day each for two sessions.  It was a significant commitment for substitutes, and the funding from the IU-IMI MSP grant made the workshops possible.
The Power Point presentations on Content Training are highly interactive, calling for teachers to really dig in to the materials provided in the Everyday Mathematics curriculum on content.  While there are presentations that focus on one grade level, an effort has been made to tie that particular grade level to those before and after, so that teachers can see the continuity and the spiraling of the lessons.  Content areas of Operations and Computation; Geometry; Measurement; Numeration and Number Sense; Patterns, Functions, and Algebra; and Data Analysis and Probability are all addressed.
