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Criticisms of Corporate Capitalism
·Too much power 

·Not enough public oversight

·Short-term profit orientation

·Insufficient loyalty to traditional local communities

·Willingness to engage in questionable practices:

·Industrial espionage, pretexting

·Advertising unhealthy products, espec. to children

·Corporate responsibility PR as cover for unethical 
activities



Example: Naomi Klein
·Canadian journalist

·Books:

·No Logo (2000)

·Fences and Windows (2002)

·The Shock Doctrine (2007)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naomi_Klein
http://www.mediaed.org/cgi-bin/commerce.cgi?preadd=action&key=115


wŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ bŀƻƳƛ YƭŜƛƴΩǎ tƻƛƴǘ 
about Brand-Name Politics
·Just as environmentalists often take advantage of 

highly publicized issues about specific species ɀe.g. 
whales, dolphins, turtles ɀso do anti-corporate groups 
focus on familiar firms and products

·Thus, brands like McDonalds, Starbucks, Wal-Mart, 
and Nike provide ready-made targets for anti-
corporate politics

·Klein makes a good point about the need not to ignore 
less familiar species and brands



aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ
·Corporate web site

·McSpotlight

·-Ã$ÏÎÁÌÄȭÓ 3ÉÍÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ 'ÁÍÅ

·People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals: PETA

·Prince Charles vs. McDonalds

·Extreme Drive Through

http://www.mcdonalds.com/
http://www.mcspotlight.org/
http://www.mcvideogame.com/
http://www.peta.org/feat/paulmc/
http://video.yahoo.com/video/play?vid=328445&fr=
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=8603830008347991614


Pro- and Anti-Starbucks Sites
·Starbucks web site

·Ihatestarbucks.com

·Organic Consumers Association

·Starbucks Delocator

·Fair trade coffee

·Anti -starbucks  ad on Revver.com

http://www.starbucks.com/
http://www.ihatestarbucks.com/
http://www.organicconsumers.org/starbucks/downloads.cfm
http://www.delocator.net/
http://www.globalexchange.org/campaigns/fairtrade/coffee/starbucks.html
http://www.revver.com/video/89147/the-antistarbucks-ad/
http://www.revver.com/video/89147/the-antistarbucks-ad/
http://www.revver.com/video/89147/the-antistarbucks-ad/
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/03/04/us/04barista.html?_r=1&ex=1362286800&en=e0db32a6f7f3bc61&ei=5090&partner=rssuserland&emc=rss&pagewanted=all&oref=slogin


Nike and Anti-Nike Sites
·Nike web site

·Boycott Nike

·Clean Clothes Campaign

·/ØÆÁÍ !ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁȭÓ .ÉËÅ 7ÁÔÃÈ


