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Cataloging Nonprint Media:
A Defense of Catalogers

by
Larry W. Griffin
This essay is an asttempt to defend the many catalogeré
who have had to suffer the "slings and arrows" of their
colleagues, being accused of "nit-picking" and quibbling
to avoid cataloging nonprint media. Catalogers, having
vorked with monographs for years, have developed codes
that provide catalog users with a reasonably standardized
cataloging record and & meaningful classification scheme.
In recent years, however, technology has given the cataloger
an endless array of new formats with which to deal, each
bringing with it problems seldom answered by past experi-

ence with monographs. Catalogers trying to work with non-

print media find that they (1)must deal with a dynamic field
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in which formats znd learning ap: ronches are constently
chrnging, (2) they must now moke tre decisions regarding
the "rules", s2nd (3) they must resist the attitude tha
"simplified cataloging™ for nonrrint media is sufficient.

New educstional arproaches have resulted in the de-
velopment of new lesrning tools., McGuffey's reasders have
been surrlanted by games, ruzzles, scund-filmstrips, realia,
mock-ups, ete. As a result, catslogers are faced with es-
tablishing rules of entry, methods of bibliograrhic descrip-
tion, and classification schemes that have some meaning and
consistency, yet are oren-ended enough to accommodate
future technological advancenents and chenges in attitudes
and terminology. How often have catalogers been asked by
department heads or administreotors to establish rroce-
dures for processing all forms of nonprint media that will
be inexrensive, require little or no professiocnal atten-
tion, be consistent with AACR, ISBD{l4), LCSH, the "Canacdian
Rules", and the "AECT Rules”, reguire no additional per-
sonnel, and provide an inflnitely expandable classification
schemel Catalogers can devise methods, rrocedures, and
schemes to organize nonprint material but none yet have
been able to comply with reguests such as the not-so-un-
usual one just mentirned. When catalogers, therefore, tell
their administrators and depsriment heads that it might
be best to create & sepsrete system for handling nonprint
media, they are not trying to avoid the problem; they
are simply saying that square pegs do net fit into round
holes without z litile whitiling. 4 good cataloging and
classification system for nonprint media cannot be to-
tally integrated into » book cntaloging and clessification
system without inconsistencies, sme1l or insignificant
though they may seem. Thus, crialogers have often been
branded as "quibblers" because they are faced with the
task of telling their colleagues that they cannot fit an
evolving, dynemic medis into @ rsther traditional and
standardized scheme for rrinted mate-ial,

A second even nore frustrating problem facing ceislog-
ers beginning to work with nonprint mecia is meliing the
decision about which "rules" to use, With the =ACK, cat-
a2logers have = reasonably good code developec over many
~-gars by meny exrerienced crtalo;ers which vrovides ihe
snswers to most -onorrerhic coinlogine rroblems, rfor non-
print catzlofing the mest fresuently used "rules® nre the
arplicable chuzters of :.Cl, 2207 Strndrrds for tntaloging
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hon-trint Laterisls, snd ihe so-cnlled "Canadian ltules",
non-Book Materinis: the Organization of Integrated Collec~-
tiOJS._ﬁéualZy ihe »tove tocls ere used rs » basis with
rdartrtions to meet the local library's needs. Again, be-
ecruse the whole =rea of nonprint media is s cynamic cne,
these "rules" are constently undergoing revisions, and
some hezted debstes are currently under way regarding

sone fundamental issues of nonprint er-taloging. Needless
to say, ISLL standards end 1AKC formnt standards =sdd to
the diffictlt nroblen of trying to develor a niferm cata-
loging code. Eecause craialogers have bteen troubled with
rolicy changes that hsve resulted in revision of catalog-
ing records for monographs, they are extremely cautious
aboul accerting any porticulsr set of rules for nonprint
crtaloging. They know that tomorrow "phonodiscs" -wy
become "sound recordings" and next yesr "audio recordings."
Catalogers are the ones, moreover, who will have to revise
the older records or sufier the criticism of being in-
consistent!

Selecting a classification scheme for nonprint materisl
is eoually hazardous, heny libraries hsve locked themselves
into undesirable schemes thrt worked quite well with what
they thought would remain a small collection behind the
circulation desk. When those collections mushroomed, how-
ever, the schemes led them into a dead end. For examrle, =
library may hrve begun using the Delerma* classificstion
scheme for rhonodiscs under the impressicn that the col-
lection was to be classical recordings for the music
departnent, Then the biology derartment begsn ordering
bird sengs and frof calls, the lusiguage departments begen
crdering sroken recordings snd suddenly Delerma no longer
worked, They had to either tinker with the scheme or de-
vise s serrrate clessific-tion scheme. o one is wore avere
of the co :fuslon thst results from such inceonsistencies
res 1t ng from serarsate "rules" »nd schemes for the sane
kinds of materi=l than catalogers, =snd becsus" they ere
reluctrnt to pres this kind of confusion on to the user,
thevy =re csutious about accerting rules.

It is often difficult, moreover, for a crtelojer to
develor riles for cstrlopin: and schenes sor c¢lagsification
vhen cone doss not I ow how the urte irl is going to be
shelved or vsed. Une is sirrly tolé to cetrloy it; then
som-one €lse i1l decide kow 1o male 1t aveilsble, To a
¢ trlorer this is gol=, at 1le rroblem from the wrong end.
Cne st Tirest lnow how th mot epinl will be uged snd who
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will use it {e.g., rusic stucents or ‘he renersl potron),
before one ern develor a clresifici.tion schere. For ex—
emple, if browsing is roing ic be possible, the scheme
will neec a lo;ical srronsement thet accession~tyre cell
rumbers would not provice. Cnce apein, because the field
is an evolving one, even ihe librarians workireg with the
collections often do not nov- from one serester to the
next how the material should best be arranged.

Lastly, crtzlepgers must constantly resist recuests to
do "simrlified crtrloping® of nonrrint meterial, Often the
rersons who make such requests (to get the wterisl on the
shelves quickly) are the seme rersons who mrintrin that
nonprint medis are on rar with monogra-hic uworks end should
be accerted and promoted in the ncadenic library. Too often
librsrians accept nonprint raterial es a part of the li-
brary's collection, but rrefer not to "waste professional
tine on it," reoriicularly professionsl rrocessing time,
"Simplified crtaloping” of nonprint medis is often sug-

- gested in scndemic libraries where such media are just
being introduced, and like Torsy they '"ius* grows" until
a sizeable collection is develored and has to be removed
from behind tre circulation desk, the reserve room or a
corner in the reference deyertment. At this point the cat-
aloger rust either re~catzlog evervthing to fit the new,
more complete code and scheme, or sccert cne ore in-
consistency! how often hrs trhe following k nd of conversa-
tion taken place?

Patron: Where are your reccrds?

iibrerian: ‘'ell...host of trem ~re in these bins
arranged bt ienufacturer's nurber, but
some of the oller ones have accession
nunbers sand are nrranged in front of
all trese, If thev sre sroken re-
cordines, thker zre arranged by iC
elass mumber at tre end.

Patron: “hen 1 surrose it would be best for
me to ret 2 431 number frow the card
catelryt

Librerian: Yes, however, uatil 1072 we were not
filing cor YTele sets of ¢ 'rds in the
eatelos. Jou vi1} rneed ito checl this
stecisl file c¢raver behind mvr {esk,
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Catalogers do wrnt to avoid this }ind of confusion and
inconsistency, and therefore, ~re extremely cauticus rbout
imrulsively mak ng decisions regerding which "rulss" ‘¢
follow.

In the rreceding poragrevhs I have tried to explein
thet vhen caterlogers arresr to be auibbling over details
end epre=sr to be disapreeatle when discussing c-trloging
and clnagsificetion of nenrrint media, they zre sctuslly
trying to aveic as meny inconsistencies os possitle, pro-
vide for future exransion rnd new developments, keep rro-
cessing costs down, and ot the same time meintain scme
depree of catnloging integrity.

{*The De Lerma classification schems is 2 composer/work,
forn and/or mediun schere developed for the I.!M. lusic
iibrary by Cominiocue-iiene Te Lerma. 4 commentsry on this
scheme 'xy be found in the srticle ty iir, Pe Lermn en-
titled "Prilosorhy and Frsctice of Fhonorescord Classi-
ficsticn at Indisna University,"Librerv Lesources &
Technical Services, X111, no. 1 (Winter 1969),pp.té-02.)

S10uk HILLS AREA LIER.KY SERVICES AUTIORITY
By lois Heiser

Too many years ago, I submitted a paper in = Graduate
Iibrary School cless in which I proposed a different ap-
proach to a Rational Union Catalog. In this scheme, each
Lolding libraryv would rerort its new titles to its state
jibrary. The state litrary in turn would report to the
NUC thei there was at least one cory available in the
state. This was to alleviste the rressure of Inter-library
Loan recuests on the iejor libtraries in the country. Thus,
sorneone seek’ng 2 title would check first with his state
Iibrary te find s location, The reguest would have to be
sent out of the stele onl» if the title were not available
in the stete, For example, an IU ratron mirfht be re-
auesting frorm the University of Caliiornia & copy of a
book viich could hrve been on the shelf in the Bedford
Fublic :iibrar-,

Sie AI34 rlan hes the criscity to inelude this » né of
informrtion gathering sné Bibliogr-rhic exchenge, Xach
of the Al LIPRAXY STAVICLS AUTHURITIES is a sunicirel
corroration comn osed of tuo or iore libraries sad forred
uncer state law. It is » joint agreement b all tyies
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and sizes of libraries to rrovide specific services, de~
fined by the participanis as needed bv the area, which no
one library unit could provide on its own. Cowoperation
among libraries is not a new development, but the AlSA plan
goes one step further by providing state and federal money
to support the programs needed bv small geograrhic areas.
The &1SA plan tries to bring together, ior the benefit of
the entire area, the availability of resources and ex-
pertise from its different library units. The basic thrust
of the ALSA rlan is to exvand reference services, to facil-
itete inter-library loan, and to provide continuing educa~
tion both to the librarians and the pstrons.

In April 1973, the Indiana University ILibrary wvas in-
vited to participate in the planning of the AlLSA Region 10,
which includes Monroe, lawrence, Green and Ouen counties.
Along with a representative from IU, there were representa-
tives from the rublic libraries in each county, and the
school systems. During the course of the planning year,
people dropped in and out. The IU Craduate Library School
particirated as well as IU librarians from the Reference
"Department, the Undergraduate Library, the Institute for

Sex Research Library, snd the IU branch libraries, One
rart of the planning stege was a detailed gquestionnaire

which indicated to the members of the Planning Commission
Just what {ypes of services were needed in the Region 10
ALSA. At the conclusion of this plenning stage, it was
necessary to submit a formal plan, with projected funding
to the Advisory Committee to the State Library on Ares
Library Services Authority for ite approval, lhis wes ac-
complished by the Spring of 1975. Zy the Fall of 1975, the
Stone Hills ALSA (Region 10) was off the drawing board and
into operation.

Under the administretion of Polly Coe, the ALSA is
already deer into reference service for the member libraries
with the Monroe County Public Library housing the ALSA
Reference and Referral Service, Continuing education work-
shors are in the planning steges. Delivery service on lo-
cal inter-library loans is provided, and the ALSA co=
ordinates bitliographical/media lists of available me-
terials in the area.

When I was asked to do this article, I was asked the
guestion "Why is IU involved with this?" When I was asked
this seme question while cefending the AL3A proposal be-
fore the state committee 2 year asgo, 1 resronded by saying
that the Indisna University Iibraryr svstem was a state-
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suprorted resource and it wes our obligation to cooperate
with other libraries in the state, Although we as 2 library
might not heve the ssie service needs as other libraries
in the area, nor directly beneflt from the establishment
of the services rroposed, we can be of helpr in suprorting
and developing such services; that is our role. I thought
thet true then, and I still believe it.

In Eloomington, there is a tendency at times to see
s wall between us and them—— the town/gown conflict. But
Just as the MCPL cammot support the bibliograrhic needs
of the university, we cannot support the bibliograrhic
needs of the town. We have separate missions, but at the
same time we complement each other for the needs of the
totsl community. We can gain nuch from cooperating with
these other libraries as = full and equal member of the
ALSA, There is a chance to grow bv learning to deal with
non-academic library rroblems. There is the oprortunity
to interact with other librarians and share our expertise,
just es we will share our resources. The Stone Hills ALSA
will provide such opportunities for the better utilization E
of resources in the area snd the closer involvment of :
librerians with each other,

DOCURZLTIATICN & EVALUALICN IN TEE PrO:0T ION
AND TENYURE FROCESS

On Merch 4, InULA held its spring meeting at IUB, The
torie "Documentation and Evaluation in the Promotion and
Tenure Frocess" attracted over 50 members of the library
faculty whe joined in a lively discussion with the follow-
ing speakers: Frank Banta, German Dept.,IUB; Al David,
English Dept., IUE; Frances Livingston, Director of Library
Services, 1U-3E; and Julie Nilson, Catalog Dept., Main
Librury, IUB. Livingston and Nilson are members of the
A#11-University Librarians Promotions and Tenure Committee
and David is a faculty representative on the Committee.
Panta's remarks were derived from his exrerience with peer
evaluation in the German Department.

Nilson, the first sresker, expleined the concert of a
"dossier" i contrast to the Ferso nel File =znd its con-
tents. Eer comments were in anticivation of the indianayolis
and IiB librar faculty meetings, Harch ¢, regerding the
vommittee's document "Guidelines for Iibrarisns' Promotion
and Tenure Uosslers." The Guidelines provide an outline
of kow the library faculty member can incorporate ' hat
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he/she hns done in the dossier, how to organize the in-
formation and bow to prepere a sumary statement of ac-
tivities including the relative weights which the librarian
would znssign to his/her accomplishments. Of perticular
importance is the fact th-t the uossier will recuire
evidence or docrmentation to substantiste an individual's
performance, rrofessional development, iesearch and/or
creative activities and service.

Livingston discussed tie resronsibilities of super-
visors to inform their professionsl steff about the ob-
ligations of prowotion and tenure. She delirneated the role
of the supervisor as keeping track of what one's library
faculty were doing, making sure that they were preparing
the necessary docuientation and were ready for the critical
decision voints in the rromotion and tenure process,

Next on the program, bants focused his remarks on
peer evaluation anc its various meanings. He noted that
it ecan include "scuttlebutt' from students, evaluation of
a faculty member's "product", i.e., the kiné cof student
which h~ produces, or his/her "likeability" amnong colleagues.
None of these, however, were considered very satisfaclory
measures by Banta., Instead, he recommended the following
areas as the bas’s for peers to judge one another: (1)
publications (with stress placed on content and place of
publication); (2) lectures{with stress placed on the
nature of the audience and the locetion of the address);
(3) recognition (locally, regionally, nationally); end (4)
rate of professional growth. He generally felt that "visit-
ing" the classroom was not valuable because one's peers
cannot do so with anonymity nor are they trained as ob-
servers to critically evaluste rerformence. A more common
form of peer evsluation is the situation in which several
colleagues gother into small groups and discuss their
activities and offer criticism and advice. This informal
aprroach, however, is not documentable. Another aprroach is
for the perscn to be evaluated to provide a list of peers
to his/her chairman who then selects individuels from this
1ist znd from outside the evaluatee's department--all of
whom sre then um:nown to one aother for the rurroses of
evnluation. Bach is asked by the chairman independently
to evaluate the objective evidence or materisls in the
dossier. This latter technicue allows for varied feedbacl
using the four criteria outlined,

As the 7ine] sresker, lavid offerec his observations on
the tromotion an~ tenure process as it apylies to librariens
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In recent years, he noted that there has been a consider-
able change in the aprroach to tenure, and that faculiy are
genernlly quite anxious about what is recuired to obtzin
tenure todsy. Tenure used to be granted routinely for "do=-
ing a resvectable job but that does not seem to be the case
anymore.' He also observed that when librarians achieved
faculty status, there were obvious snalogies with the
teaching faculty, i.e., teaching in relation to performance,
publication to research and so forth. He said that gen-
er21ly it seemed equally difficult for librarians to define
and evaluate what is considered rrofessional performance
and for faculty to evaluate teaching. However, while
faculty are "alrne' in the classroom, librarians do work
in 2 more open environment with their colleasgues. Creativ-
ity for faculty primarily means publication while it has
more varied implications for librarians. Community service
caerries the same meaning for botih faculty and librarians.
Although the University administration generszlly looks with
favor on individuals involved in the community, David did
not think that anyone had ever been granted tenure solely
on ihe basis of service. In conclusion, David stressed the
fact that "you must evaluate yourself and have & sense of
what you do... it is a mistake to err on the side of
modesty!" Such mistakes are probably the resson why dos-
siers are not as complete as ithey should be,

Betty Jo Irvine

NATIGNAL LIBRARY WEZh AGREEMENT

In September of 1975, InULA made a propossl to Dean
Jackson concerning National Library Week activities. The
prorosal, signed by both the 197./75 and the 1975/76
executive boards follows, as does Dean Jackson's reply.

Dear Dean Jackson:

In response to the need to define & working relsztion-
shir btetween the library and InUiA regarding Nationsl
Library Week activities, InUla's 1974/75 and 1975/76
executive boards wish to offer the following observations
and proposal for your consideration. 4s you are aware,
the entirety of the proceeds from our past Netionsl
library Week seles hes been used for siucdent scholsrshirs.
InlLA's sccount with the university's scholarshiy office
is now almost 9,000 dollars; from the interest on this
amount, two 200 dollar scholarships can he mwerded an-
nually in InULA's name. These scholershir a ards certainly
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creale o very vositive ims:e of the library in the eyes
of the nwriversity comrunity.

having attainec this dollsr ¢oal, therefore, ve be-
lieve that we esn start using rart of the earnings for
other rurroses. We do feel th t nt lesst 50 per cent of
the proceeds from each sale should continue tc be used for
stucent scholarshtips since tre brsis of our arpeal for
donations to Hationel Librar~ eek is the funding of
scholarships. We also believe that vart of the rroceeds
should be used for continuing education of librarians &nd
surport staff through workshors, guest syreakers, ete,

In the rast, InULA has been sble to offer some con-
tﬁhﬂﬁmstotMahbmn&qamﬁhm,pmwhbmdam?mms
for social oceasions, a den=tion to the David Tendell
Femoricl Fund, end sowe sume of cash for receptions or
meetings. We realize that these contributions have been
relatively modest; with the entirety of sational library
Week proceeds being used for scholasships, however, we have
not had available for selective use monies other than
membership dues, which are cuite sn2ll,

Now that schelarship obligetinns cen be continued on =
smelier scale than before, we agree thet s donation to the
,librery from Nationr? Tibrzry Week funds is approrriste,

We rropose, therefore, that 15 per cent of the net proceeds
from HNaticnal Librsry Yeek be donated to the library. This
rercentuge would heve yielded =bout 420 dellars this vear.

We have sroken sboui certain tangible henefits re-
sulting from National Library ‘eek sales; in eddition, we
feel that many intanrible benefits may also be renlized.

e strongly btelieve that these sales rresent a rositive
image of the library system to the university community and
that ther rrovide much needed interacticn among faculty,
students, anc librery stoff.

We would very much aprreciate in 197¢ the suprort snd
cooperstion thet we heve received in past yesrs by heving
rpermission to use the focilities snd staff time to orerate
our ssles, We sincerely hope thst our re uests und cvroposal
meet with your approv-l nnd antieirete me~tiny with you to
diseuss ‘hem,

Sincerelv wvours,

1974/75 Tixecutive
Tosrrd =nd

167 /76 Txecutive
-osrd
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To: kartin Joszchim, Iresident
From: ‘., Carl Jackson, Dean

I sm rleased to receive your menc prorosing a better
releticnship betveen IntlA and the Library. Such improve-
m nt is much needed anc long overdue and 1 amw pleased and
encouraged by both the overtire -nt your proposals.

Vou can be sssured of my fullest cooreration, as well
s endorsement of your snnuzl project. 1 lock forward to
zn orrortunity to discuss these matters with you.

KIW 1976

Freparations for Netional Library Week 1976 are underwsy.
Planned activities include:
1. Art Sale HMonday, &pril 5, 10:00 am to G:00 rm and
Tuesdey, Arril 6 10:00 am to 4:0C pm.
Works of art will be disrnlayed and available for
purchsge,

2. 7th Annusl InULA Book Sale VWednesday fpril 7,
2:0C pr to 12:0C midnight and Thursday Arril &
10:0C am to 5:00 p.m.
4s in the psst,; all forms of information=l meterials
{books, magazines, records, rmaps,ete.) will be
sold. Donations should be brought to Jim Greaves
Heference Lept., Main Library 337—8028/339—17913.
aterials cen be picked ur at your home.

3.Film Showing  Thursday, April 8, 7:00 pm, Graduate
Library School Auditorium,

Films rroduced by individuals-~-students, faculty,
staff, members of the local community will be
shown. & .25,00 prize is offered,

4e.Swap Meet Seturdsy, Arril 10, 10:00 221 to 4:00
w11, “he success of this venture derends on you!

Bring your unwsnted items to swap for somecne else's
white e_ephant. A sweli entrance fee will be charped.

5.41% Display tain Librery lobby throughout week.

The distlay consists of works by stucents of the
Herron School of art. sSome items will be avsilable
for rurchase,

6. Lusiec in the lobty
terformrneces by musicsl grours will be scheduled.
iatch for details!

’

"he guccess of these activities Zepends on volunteers
from the likrer~ staff. Zipn-up to helrl
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T-SE1RE 3 and CSLLIEUGCLE

renbers of the [onroe County Imblice library 3taff will
make evzila le for sale Y-shirtis w’th librery slopans,
irs. bimonson's staff hes prerared # cookbook full of
specizlty recipes from Lrtin imericn.

Cul o1 IW LT TCH COMITT b

Joan Hrewer rerorts thet the vroposed arendments to
t-e Eylaws of the iInll.d Constitution were all passed by
comfortable margins, In lLer cepacitr 2s ile damsel in
distress in the worrison Hall cestle, she is issuing a
rlea for a cory of the amendments that were made to the
IntMA Constitution on Jeplember 1t, 1974, if anycne hes
2 cory of the Constitution updsted =fter that time, it
would serve nicely.

Herb b.iller
FPROGRAL oL S0CInl COls ITTHE

Anyone wishing io review the discussion on rromotion
and tenure whichk took ylace st the lMarch 4th meeting
will find it tapred and in the medin center of UGL with

" the number A-261.

Earbara Jnderwood
CUHTINUING ZDUCATICH COMAITTEE

This year's Continuing .ducetion Vorkshor "Grantsman-
shir and Librarians" will be jointly sronsored with the
Vonroe County Public library St-ff Associstion and the I.V.
Graduate Iibrary School. "he focus will be on techniques in
proposal rresentation and methods of approacking funding
agencies in order to successfully secure support for large
or smell, vublic or acaceric litrary rrojects, Some of
the speakers will be Allen Jevigny, U.3. Office of Fduca-
tion--Library Services, “r. lavid Kaser, Crriuste .ibrary
Sehool, Ruth Beasley, Institute for 3Sex zesezrch, d Howard,
Vifo vounty Fublic .ibrery, =nd Janet Wimmer, 7.U. lounda-
tion-~Grints Informrtion. "he event will be at the Forlars
Heserrcl anc¢ Jonference Center in iloomington, .:ay 21
sfternoon crnd lay 20 mornine, lro.r- - detsils cre still
beiny finrlivec, iou .aleolrb, tovt. Iubliertirns Zert.,
1.U.librery, is in clar;e of resistrriion, Flense contazct
her to bte rlaced on the r~cvrnce rejistrr*ion list.

ieweel dizgba
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LINUTES CF 1HE CaECUT IV POQARD MEETINGS

The InULA Executive Poard has net at least five times
since a synopsis of their doings has graced these pages.

The July meeting was larcely taken ur with committee
arrointments. In addition, it was determined that 15% of
the rrofits from Yationsl lLibrary Week activities should
be offered for the Tlean's Fund as s considerstion for
facilities and staff time.

The Serterber meeting was heavy on committee reports,
Action on bicentennial festivities was rostroned pending
knowledge of the library's own programs,

At the October meeting, it was announced that the
155 proposal had been accepted br the library. There were
further rerorts from the program and socizl committee and
the constitution committee. The latter entailed 2 pollingof
the membership to effect two changes in the constitution,

The Hovember meeting was largely devoted to a dis-
cussion of the proposed amendments to the Constitution.

At the Februasry meeting, several committee reports
were heard and considerable attention was given to plan- -
ning activities for National Library Week %April 4=10.) It
was resolved to transfer InULA funds from the Monroe
County State Bank to the I.U. Credit Uni- .

During the March meeting, furthur time was spent on
rlanning for National Library Week. It was determined
that there would not be a plant sale this year. Plans
were reviewed for the forthecoming vorkshor on grantsmanshir.
Some mention was made of choosing a gift for the library,

Herb Miller






