SEVIS

Student and Exchange Visitor
| nformation System

‘To allow a student to act, without first
recelving approval from the Designated

School Official (DSO), underminesthe

most basic concept of SEVIS.”
Federal Register, Vol. 67, No. 238, December 11, 2002
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What Is SEVIS?
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Background Legidlation

September 1996. Thelllegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant
Responsibility Act directs the Attorney General to develop an electronic
syrs]telm to collect and report information about international students and
scholars.

October 2001. USA-PATRIOT Act mandates full participation and
compliance in SEVIS by January 30, 2003.

2001-2002. More than 20 new laws and regulations are passed which
affect international students and scholars.

L essthan 2% of the individuals who enter the U.S. each year are
students.
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SEV IS Enrollment Schedule

January 21, 2003. U isapproved as a SEVIS institution.

February 15, 2003. Every new [-20 or DS-2019 must be a
SEVIS document (bar code). The student must be entered
to SEVIS.

August 1, 2003. INSwill not accept an old 1-20 or DS
2019 for entrance into the US. All active students must be
in SEVIS.
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Regulatory |ssues

Little or no opportunity to reinstate students who
go out of status.

Obsessive concern with prior approval and full-
time status.

Exceptions narrowed with harsh time limits and
absol ute minimum enrollment reguirements.

Many more events to report.
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New Reporting Requirements

Change in legal name or address (AR-11)
Failure to enroll (working on thesis)

Dropping below afull course of study without prior DSO
authorization

. Any other failure to maintain status (unauthorized

employment, for example)

Disciplinary action taken by the school against the student
as aresult of the student being convicted of acrime

Student’ s graduation prior to the expected end date
Start date of student’s next session
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Full Course of Study Reguirement

- Undergraduate Students
e 12 credit hours Fall and Spring Semesters.

. Graduate Students

o 8credit hoursFal and Spring Semesters.
o with Assistantship: 6 credit hours Fall and Spring Semesters.
o enrolled in G901 or equivalent.

Summer Isthe normal vacation period, unless Summer Is
the student’ s first semester of study.
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Exceptions to Full Course of Study

Academic -- defined solely asinitia difficulties with English language,
American teaching methods, or improper course placement. Student must be
enrolled for at least %2 the normal full-time load (for example, 6 credit hours
for an undergraduate student). Only one semester of under-enrollment based
on academic reason permitted per program level.

M edical — must be certified by doctor of medicine, osteopathy, or licensed
psychologist. A total of 12 months of under-enrollment based on medical
reason permitted per program level.

Final Semester — student is only required to enroll in courses required for
graduation during final semester.

Thesis/Dissertation — students who have completed required course work
and working full-time on thesis or dissertation are not required to enroll full-
time, but must be enrolled for G901 or at least 1 credit hour of
thesig/dissertation research credit.
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Duration of Status

F-1 who compl etes a course of study or Optional Practical
Training has a 60-day grace period to depart the U.S,,
transfer, or begin anew program. J-1 has 30 days.

F-1 or J1 who does a complete withdraw from classes
after obtaining DSO approval to do so, has 15 days to
depart the U.S.

F-1 or J-1 who withdraws and reduces to less than full time
without prior DSO approval isimmediately out of status.
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Dependents

- F-2 and J-2 dependents must have their own
SEVIS|-20 or DS-20109.

- -2 dependents, except children attending K-12,
are not allowed to attend classes full time and may
take courses for “avocational or recreational”
purposes only.

. F-2 status holders who were enrolled as full-time

students prior to January 1, 2003, must apply to
change their statusto F-1 on or before March 11,
2003, If they intend to continue full-time study.
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Reminders & Suggestions
Students

Consider taking 15 credit hours per semester as undergraduate students. This
will enable you to drop a difficult course, if necessary, and still maintain status
for immigration purposes.

Do not drop below afull course of study unless you have prior approval from
International Services. We will not be able to make exceptions for students
who neglect to obtain prior approval.

Dissertation and Thesis Students. Enroll in something every semester.

International Serviceswill not prevent you from dropping below a full course
of study—our goal isto ensure that you know the legal consequences.
International Services will do everything possible to help you maintain alegal
stay, but ultimately, your decisions will control your status.
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Reminders & Suggestions
Scholars

Immigration and Naturalization Services will notify OIS when scholar enters
the U.S. Upon receipt of this notification, we will inform the host department.

New J-1 scholars must report to International Services within 30 days of the
start date noted on Form DS-2019.

International Services must be informed when a J-1 scholar completes
program participation at 1U.

Outside talks, consulting, honoraria, must be approved by International
Services prior to such activity.

International Services will do everything possible to help scholars maintain a
legal stay, but ultimately, their decisions control their status. The
consequences for poor decisions are severe.
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Admissions Concerns

« First1-20 or DS-2019 wins! Once student obtains
visa, SEVIS records at other schools are
terminated.

. Transition Problems

e No batch SEVIS
o Multiple Entry. PeopleSoft, ISEAS, SEVIS

. Transfer process more complicated. Added
monitoring and mailing.
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Technology Concerns

. Dataexchange among
o SEVIScomputer at INS. Batch and Real-Time Interface.
o Legacy Student System at 1U.
* PeopleSoft System at 1U.
« Immigration Management Software .

« Compliance Reports. Enrollment and Work Reguirements.

. Proactive Early Warning Systems.
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OIS Concerns

- How can we police and advocate at the
same time?

- Arewe driving students to study in other
countries?

. Are we sending messages of intolerance
Instead of tolerance?

. Do we hate our work?
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What We're Doing

Intercampus SEV IS Implementation Team.

Cooperation with the registrar, UITS, and others, in the
development of proactive systems.

Development of communication systems. We will:

Send important announcements and updates to 1U e-mail
accountsand to IUSEVIS-L.

Conduct a series of information sessions now that final
regulations are available. Departments, students, and scholars.

Manage student sign-up and up-to-date information concerning
the new regulations on our website:

http://www.indiana.edu/~intlcent Click on SEVIS.
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SEV IS Presentations and
Distribution List

To schedule a SEV IS presentation, or be
added to IUSEVIS-L, please send an e-mall
(6}

Lynn Schoch
Associate Director, International Services
L schoch@indiana.edu
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For more information

v www.indiana.edu/~inticent Click on SEVIS
v Check your U email account.
v Meetings - Sign up in 10ffice
Vv F Students: 14 February, 2-4pm, Woodburn 101
Vv F Students. 19 February, 7-9pm, Business 219
V F Students. 20 February, 7-9pm, Woodburn 101

v J Students: 21 February, 2-4pm, Woodburn 101
Vv F Students: 25 February, 6-8pm, Business 223
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Questions & Discussion
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