Cultural History

PHD QUALIFYING EXAMINATION GUIDELINES

1. Expectations for students taking the oral exam in the major field.

The major-field exam committee will consist of two members from the cultural field,
neither of which can overlap with the other major field advisors. The oral exams will,
firstly, assess the student’s grasp on the discipline, methods, and approaches of cultural
history. In this aspect, the student should be proficient in the current historical and
methodological literature and should possess the ability to present these materials in their
broadest form, whether for undergraduates or graduates. The exams will, secondly,
evaluate the student in his/her own areas of interest. Areas of interest should be broadly
construed along thematic lines (i.e. the history of gender and sexuality, race or post-
colonial studies, religion, science, and so on). We imagine that these specific areas will
provide background for the student’s dissertation research, as well as prepare him/her for
teaching advanced coursework in the field. In the end, we expect students to develop
three areas of interest in consultation with the committee, with roughly 20 books for each
area on the final bibliography. The student should discuss all aspects of the exam with the
two first-field committee members well in advance of the exam, developing
bibliographies that will serve both ends in consultation with them. All students must

submit an agreed-upon bibliography to them no later than ten weeks prior to the exam.



2. Expectations for students taking the oral exam in the inside minor field.

The inside minor-field exam committee will consist of two members from the cultural
history field. The student is expected to demonstrate general knowledge of cultural-
historical methods, themes, and approaches, with the goal of integrating these into the
student’s teaching and research. With that aim in mind, the student should be responsible
both for the key historical and methodological texts that have, broadly speaking, shaped
the field of cultural history, and for more specific literatures that suit the student’s
interests and/or the coursework he or she may have taken. Students are expected to
develop bibliographies in two areas of specific interest, with roughly 20 books per area,
in consultation with the examiners. The student should discuss and develop both the
survey materials and the specialized areas with the two committee members well in
advance, and must submit final, agreed-upon bibliographies to them no later than six

week prior to the exam.

3. Guidelines for the prospectus.

Depending on the requirements of the other major field, the student’s dissertation
prospectus will usually take the form of a significant grant proposal (such as the Fulbright
doctoral dissertation grant). The proposal should be 4000-4500 words long, should define
a research question and its significance, discuss relevant secondary literatures and
methods, and the sources to be consulted. In addition to the proposal, the student should
prepare a comprehensive bibliography. All of these materials should be handed in a week

in advance of the prospectus defense.
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