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INDIANA UNIVERSITY SOUTHEAST
Master of Liberal Studies Program

LBST D510 Introduction to Graduate Liberal Studies

This course is intended to provide students with a comprehensive introduction to graduate liberal
studies, as well as to prepare students to participate successfully in all facets of the program. The
course will examine the various constellations of disciplines that make up the liberal arts and
sciences: the humanities, the sciences, and the social sciences. What are their core values? What
kinds of questions do they ask? How do they collect their evidence and marshal their arguments?
How can we create an interdisciplinary perspective from them?

In addition to discussing primary sources drawn from across the liberal arts and sciences, the
course will examine the conventions of academic scholarship, strategies for reading and writing
at the graduate level, research methodologies, and the ethics of research. The course will also
explore how to use what is learned through the liberal arts and sciences to participate more
effectively in the intellectual, artistic, and cultural life of the broader communities in which we
live.

During the course, students will explore a contemporary issue from an interdisciplinary
perspective. The topic for the course will build on the Common Experience theme for the
academic year. The goal of the Common Experience program at IUS is to cultivate a common
intellectual conversation across campus among the faculty, staff, and students, and with people
from the local communities in the region. Common Experience themes have included: Citizens
Making a Difference, Identity in a Multicultural World, and the Environment. Common
Experience books have included Coming of Age in Mississippi (Moody), Dreams of My Father
(Obama), Skull Wars (Thomas), Oryx and Crake (Atwood), and Whose Water is it Anyway?
(Harris). Students will create interdisciplinary bibliographies on the topic. These materials will
then serve as sources for expository papers as well as topical essays.

Potential Resource Books

The Craft of Research — Wayne C. Booth, Joseph M. Williams, and Gregory G. Colombo
The Educated Imagination — Northrop Frye

The Landscape of History — John Lewis Gaddis

A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, 6™ ed. — Kate L. Turabian
The MLS Survival Guide — Kent Wicker

Reliable Knowledge: An Exploration of the Grounds for Belief in Science — John Zilman
Common Sense of Science — Jacob Bronowski

Science and Human Values — Jacob Bronowski

History and Historians: A Historiographical Introduction — Mark T. Gilderhus
Interdisciplinarity: History, Theory, & Practice — Julie Thompson Klein

The Sociological Imagination — C.W. Mills

The Two Cultures — C.P. Snow
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Course Requirements

L.

Each student is expected to come to class having read the assigned readings. Since this is
a seminar course, active participation is expected. Excessive absence (more than two
classes) or lack of participation may result in a reduction of the final grade.

Students are expected to construct three mini-bibliographies, organized around the
common fopic, in the humanities, sciences and social sciences. Each bibliography must
consist of at least 5 scholarly sources. Together, these bibliographies will constitute 15%
of the final grade.

Using these bibliographies students will write 3 short (3-5 pages) expository reviews of
the literature using 3 to 5 of these sources. Together, these papers will contribute 45% of
the final grade.

Students will write one 8-10 page interdisciplinary paper synthesizing the material from
the shorter papers on the topic based on the sources identified and reviewed. This paper
will contribute 30% to the final grade.

Students will actively participate in the Common Experience program for the semester.
For example, this participation may involve leading a campus discussion of the Common
Experience book(s). This portion will contribute 10% of the final grade.

Tentative Course Qutline

1000 N OV L

Overview of the MLS Program.

Strategies for graduate level reading and interpretation.
Techniques of library and electronic research.
Strategies for expository writing.

The culture of the humanities.

The culture of the sciences.

The culture of the social and behavior sciences.

The ethics of research.

Human subjects review.

10 Interdisciplinary methodologies.
11. Writing for other publics.



