Resident Alien vs. Nonresident Alien: A brief explanation for international undergraduate, graduate students, and scholars
The determination of tax residency status, between a resident alien (RA) and a nonresident alien (NRA), depends on your current immigration status, your primary purpose for entering the U.S., the number of days you have been in the U.S., and the immigration status you held during prior visits over the course of several years. 

Generally, an F or J student will be considered an NRA for five calendar years of presence in this status. A J non-student is generally an NRA for two calendar years out of the last six years. The complete calculation used for determining tax residency status is complicated and uses many variables. 
The Indiana University tax department can perform the tax residency status calculation for you and can also determine if you are eligible to take advantage of any tax treaty benefits on your income. In order to perform this analysis you will need to complete the International Tax Questionnaire located at https://www.fms.indiana.edu/tax/forms/questionnaire.pdf. We suggest submitting the ITQ to the tax department annually since your tax residency status or eligibility for tax treaty benefits may change from one year to the next.  
Differences between NRA and RA for Tax Purposes affect the following areas:
· The Federal Tax Documents you would receive and filing requirements

· The resources provided to assist you in Tax Filing

· Income Tax Withholding on scholarship and fellowship

· Income Tax Withholding on wages

· Social Security and Medicare taxes on wages
· The Tax Treaty Benefits you could claim for the year
To see the differences explained in detail, please go to this link: http://www.fms.iu.edu/newkb/kb-274.asp
To contact FMS Customer Service 812-855-0375 or  http://www.indiana.edu/~hrsis/HRMS/FMS/index.shtml
