GPSO Assembly meeting
January 18, 3:30 – 5, GradPad IMU
Minutes
3:30 – 3:35 Introductory remarks by the GPSO Moderator
Paul started the meeting and introduced Brittany Linville

3:35 – 3:55 Service for Education: presents Brittany Linville
Brittany presented pictures from her teaching service in Africa. The address for the school she works with is www.nyakaschool.org; students can sign up for internships.

3:55 – 4:05 Ratnadeep Suri, proposal for establishing a fellowship fund administered through the GPSO
To promote diversity in the student body Ratan's family started a grant to be awarded to an IU graduate student that has achieved extraordinary academic results at IU. He came before the assembly to present the project and also get feedback regarding the selection criteria for the award  - Pari Prenara award.

Ratan invited assembly members to volunteer in helping with the process; some assembly members may have experience with awards, so they were asked to offer feed-back.
Lauren B, suggested that Ratan contacts the disability services on campus to make sure any IU rules are respected.

Ratan: the process will have two rounds; in the first round the GPSO will process the nominations and elect three candidates; in the second stage, the IU Foundation will elect the final winner.

4:05 – 4:10 The GPSO Budget: presents Christopher Fisher, GPSO Treasurer
Christopher Fisher: (summary of what he presented)

  reviewed the Committee for Fee Review's recommendations that the extra 9 cents per IUB student that would to the GPSO should be used to reward the GPSO officers

the GPSO budget is approximately $60000 per year; fall 2007 the GPSO received $35000 while for Spring 2008 the GPSO will receive approximately 29000. 

the additional 9 cents would (could? n.e.) be used for the increased rent of the Gradpad

GPSO stipends come .5 from the Graduate School and .5 from the GPSO.

The moderator's stipend is covered entirely by the Graduate school.

Tuition for all three SAA GPSO positions are covered by the Graduate School.

$10000 were allocated for Spring 2008 (major events are the Valentine's Day dance; Grad Bash, Grad appreciation events).

Votable items: $2250 for fall and spring for the ExComm - Assistant moderator, Treasurer get each $500; Parliamentarian and Liaison get $375 - both are per year amounts.

4:10 – 4:20 Discussion and Vote on the GPSO Budget document
Discussion was started regarding the list of events that the GPSO is financing; 
Mikhail: the GPSO funded the Diversity social and I did not hear of the event;

Question: are student organizations at other universities paying their officers?

Pal Rohwer: NAGPS is paying only their president; Undergraduates at IU pay $3500 per year for excomm officers;

Nick Clark: $500 is not really an incentive

Mikhail: I agree; so it should be better spent on something else

Nick: it is more like a symbolic amount

Bill: it is a good gesture for graduate students; 

Joey: the amount would increase the incentives a little so it is not a zero effect;

Jennifer: why are the amounts different for the 4 officers?

Christopher: the treasurer and the assistant moderator have more responsibilities

Amanda Meglemre: the amount is symbolic; it is a good thing as a sign of appreciation of your work

Lamara: motion to table to next meeting

Second: one; motion passed

Announcements:

4:20 – 4:30 GPSO Committee work progress: presents Amanda Meglemre, GPSO Assistant Moderator
2 minutes – IU Kids Bowl, 2008--Lauren Boyle 

2 minutes: call for volunteers: University Life Committee (Relay for Life), Grad Benefits Committee - Csilla Kajtar
3 minutes – Lotus Blossoms Bazaar activity proposal - Nick Clark, Moderator Elect
Proposal to rent a van and get kids and participants to the Lotus Fest (~$ 190)

Afet: are we going to have our name out there?

4:40– 5 Breakout sessions:
1. Programming Committee
2. Grad Benefits
3. University Life

Don’t forget: 
5:30 – 7: 30 GPSO January Happy Hour at Crazy Horse (the room in the back)!! 
