GPSO October Assembly Meeting

10.12.2007


GPSO Assembly Meeting

Regular Meeting

October 12, 2007; 3:30 – 5

Present: Lee Anne Bache, John Scott, Yolanda Trevino, Csilla Kajtar, Peter Thoresen; 25 representatives and committee chairs.

Quorum was established (1/3 of non-vacant is represents quorum; currently we have 52 non-vacant seats, 17.3 is quorum).


The Parliamentarian opened the meeting presenting the agenda and presided the whole meeting.

Unfinished business from past meetings:

1. Electing a Treasurer – 10 minutes 
Christopher Fisher was nominated in September; he still expressed his willingness to run.

The vote was secret ballot, Chris left the room. The votes were counted and he was voted in unanimity (18 votes). * some people arrived and signed in later.

2. Introducing a bill of censure – 15 minutes 
People inquired what the bill of censure would mean and what the consequences would be.

Lee Anne – is there a motion for censure?

No one introduced one.

3. Receiving a brief report about the Survival Week and the info sheets (5-7 minutes) – Lee Anne Bache and Peter Thoresen

Lee Anne:

The results of the representatives’ survey of needs and wants conducted at the first assembly meeting revealed that major concerns are:

· Health care/dental, increasing/stabilizing pay, funding issues, professional development and networking. 

· Goals for the GPSO should be: continued work on student benefits (dental, health and funding) and increased presence of the GPSO on the Bloomington campus.

· Reps would like to know more about what the GPSO does.

Peter Thoresen:

Brief presentation of what happened at survival week:

Most successful events: Academia with a Partner (Dean McCord from Womens’ Affairs) and Speed Dating; Bar crawl after speed dating also worked well.

Moderate success: dissertation support group.

Less success – Health care presentation by the Health Center.

Upcoming events: movie night, Halloween events


4. Vote regarding the NAGPS membership (10 minutes)
John Scott addressed some of the questions that the representatives has at the first assembly meeting:
Presented and passed around information about:

· What NAGPS does in terms of legislation:

· Legislative action days

· Federal bills (higher education act tax exemption etc)

· Lending practices for students

· National tuition endowment act

· Goals of NAGPS (leadership, networking)

· Midwest leadership – John may consider running

· Policy information and coordination

· National lobby

· History of NAGPS – collapse and rebuild

Q: medical insurance; dental and vision discount

Q : types of membership

Q: institutional legacy, how many institutions are in (40 members)

Q: how does it benefit the GPSO.

General debate.

John: presented budget of membership and conference attendance.

Lee Anne – organize the succession of motions: first “should we send someone to the conference in November”, second “ get membership or not”, third “what kind of membership should we get?”

Emily: motion to send someone.

One seconds.

Vote by show of hands: Yes 20, No 3. 

Decision – will send someone to the conference

Getting membership:

One motion for getting membership

One second

Vote by show of hands: yes – 17, No 6.

Decision: GPSO will get membership in NAGPS.

Type of membership:

One motion: Institutional membership versus individual membership.

One second.

Voting: Institutional 6 votes; Individual 18 votes.

Decision: GPSO will purchase individual membership.

Further discussion of NAGPS tabled for November meeting.
Mikhail (SLIS): motion to table.

Many second.

Regular business:

5. GPSO Executive Committee elections are usually held in November. Nominations should be received on 10.12 for all ExComm Positions - description of positions – attached. (15 minutes to review the position descriptions, ask questions, and solicit initial nominations)
People consulted position lists (e-mailed and passed around, too).
Q: what is the situation with the Ass. Mod spot.

A: will be elected in November,

Discussion of positions. The Moderator position explained in more details as a full year SAA position ~ $15000/year.

Parliamentarian: Lee Anne will run again.

Liaison: John will run again.

General discussion about Assistant moderator position and the requirements for the other positions.
More nominations will appear during the November meeting when voting will take place, too.

 

Break-out sessions (1 minute description from each of the chairs and Treasurer)

 A. establishing a small ad-hoc committee to work on GPSO budgeting and financial management rules with the new treasurer (if elected)

B. planning the procedure for distributing the Travel Grants - Matt Rowe, chair of the Funding Committee

C. planning session - Programming Committee, Peter Thoresen

D. recruitment and planning session – Grad Benefits Committee; Zora R. is the new chair!

 
