GPSO Representatives Meeting Minutes
Friday, January 16, 2004

I. Introductions
Jesse Nelson, Moderator, provided overview of GPSO organizational purpose and focus

A. History and structure
2002 GPSO achieved independence from IUSA
Handout provided regarding GPSO representative structure
(see docs/GPSO_scope_Jan2004.doc)

B. Goals

1. Reps meetings – increase attendance at meetings; increase representation; reps are link to departments and schools
2. Standing committees – reps and non-reps are included; bulk of work on various issues done at these meetings
3. Bloomington Faculty Council (BFC) – 4 voting slots for graduate students drawn from GPSO; also reps positions on BFC standing committees; will work on formal appointment protocol for future positions
4. Campus committees – need increased involvement from grads

II. Update on action plans

A. Graduate student community

1. campus-wide grad student space and online newsletter being planned
2. reach out to departments lacking representatives
3. new effort to communicate committee work to grad population
4. outreach to other grad organizations on campus

B. Professional development

1. ongoing Coffee Talk series
2. research and travel grants [more moneys available this year]
3. mentoring programs under consideration

C. Benefits issues

1. main issue is health care/insurance
2. insurance forum scheduled for Tuesday, January 27, 7-9pm, Wittenberger; invited relevant administrative persons for panel; discussion of topics
3. December – Basic Plus Plan resolution (docs/BasicPlus_Dec2003.doc); university needs to find replacement; editorial to be submitted to IDS

D. Service projects

1. asked for input from reps regarding service projects that may be of interest
2. suggestions included: animals, kids, MLK activities, Hoosier Hills food bank, wild cat rescue, pow-wow, community garden plot, “good deeds race”, big brother/sister, upward bound, environmental [recycling awareness, cleanup at parks], voter registration drive
3. work with IUSA on initiatives
4. utilize public broadcasting such as WFIU and WTIU [they announce events]

III. Executive Committee announcements

A. Moderator

1. Grad School task force to review organizational structure; developments to be reported as they occur
2. panel on grad issues for a presentational meeting to the IU Trustees, January 30; Dean Slattery emphasized importance of this opportunity; reps invited to raise issues
3. fall grad leadership conference report to faculty council; anyone with issues to report should contact Jesse at gpsomod@indiana.edu

B. Dean Slattery, Dean of the Graduate School [item inserted into agenda]

1. panel to be formed regarding health insurance
2. lack of AI/student meeting space
3. centralized AI training and support
4. program reviews of academic quality across University
5. diversity mentoring program for junior faculty linked through entire University
6. he is open to hearing our ideas, especially regarding the Grad School task force and upcoming meeting with Trustees – slattery@indiana.edu

C. Publicity

1. flyers* handed out for insurance forum
2. reminder regarding social events coming up [check email and website]
3. Happy Hour starts back up in February
4. SRSC Family nights – usually 1st Fridays; link on GPSO website
5. Boxcar Books Fundraising Dinner coming up, January 30, 7pm; $15/person; proceeds go for prisoner books
6. Coffee Talks – January 30, Rental Issues; March 3, Taxes [see website for more information]; other ideas include how to have a life and a graduate career, meeting with the Mayor, and copyright issues
7. Garden Party – to take place either the 2nd or 3rd weekend in April
8. Wine Tasting – looking for suggestions on location, possibly law school or university club?

D. Treasurer [handed out copy of budget*]

IV. Additional announcements

A. Bloomington Fine Arts Project

B. MLK Day events – 9am Interfaith Prayer Service; 5pm non-violent civil protest [meet at Sample Gates with signs and drums]

C. Reminder of Reps and Committee meetings for the rest of the semester [see website for dates]

V. Representatives tips

A. Please pass on ideas for “tip of the month” to Jesse at gpsomod@indiana.edu
B. Tip – take your great ideas to the committee meetings and participate
VI. Adjourn [4:40 pm]
Thank you cake for reps provided by Yolanda Treviño, GPSO advisor


* copies of documents located at GradHouse

Minutes taken by Leslie Harlacker,
GPSO Sergeant-at-Arms
Minutes prepared by Kimberly James,
GPSO Coordinator

