GPSO Representatives Meeting Minutes
Friday, November 7, 2003
1. ❑ Executive committee elections 

1. ❑ positions run for a calandar year (Jan-Jan) 

1. ❑ Treasurer

2. ❑ Secretary

3. ❑ Assistant Moderator

4. ❑ Moderator

2. ❑ nominations (all nominees accepted): 

1. ❑ Moderator: Jesse

2. ❑ Assistant Moderator: Melissa Adams

3. ❑ Secretary: Roberta (Bertie) Burns

4. ❑ Treasurer: Eric

5. ❑ no further nominations were made. 

3. ❑ candidates spoke briefly 

1. ❑ Jesse: wishes to strengthen student advocacy, our visibility across campus and to build community

2. ❑ Melissa: eager to continue progress that we've made on grad problems in the past year

3. ❑ Bertie: excited about GPSO's direction, notes fuller representation since her first meeting

4. ❑ Eric: reiterates confidence in current direction. He has some budget experience and city council experience from Michigan

4. ❑ no objections to a hand vote (nominees having left the room) 

1. ❑ Moderator: 24 in favor, 

2. ❑ all other votes were unanimous (25) in favor of the nominees

2. ❑ Committee reports 

1. ❑ Funding 

1. ❑ travel grants: more than 60 applications, but fewer than in the past. The committee awarded 11 grants in 10 departments. 

1. ❑ winner's schools on website

2. ❑ Research award: deadline 7 Nov. Decisions due week of 14 Nov.

2. ❑ Ulife: 

1. ❑ survey on housing: in process of creating

2. ❑ working with school of Education on access of handicap parking

3. ❑ library issues: 

1. ❑ Eric: copying and reshelving 

1. ❑ need more meetings with others. 

2. ❑ If people have problems, let Eric know. the folks at the library are supportive, and concerned. 

1. ❑ They are concerned about escalating prices, just like we are.

3. ❑ the next step: work more with copying people (which is a separate unit)

3. ❑ Programming 

1. ❑ pumpkin party cancelled

2. ❑ some prizes will be at the wine tasting (week of 14 Nov.)

3. ❑ Sunday, 9 Nov. Israeli Dance party co-sponsored by GPSO

4. ❑ Coffee Talk on 14 Nov: publishing a book

5. ❑ Holiday party planning going on now: will occur around 7 Dec.

6. ❑ 5 Dec. partner with IU Swing Club for dance

4. ❑ Campus affairs 

1. ❑ residency issue [resident student status]: not very likely that we could change anything

2. ❑ keeping an eye on the Music school thefts

3. ❑ (another) new organization: for graduate students with families. Matt Curtis is giving support in founding, and hopes the GPSO will help out when the time comes to get the word out.

4. ❑ reaching out to department organizations: hope we institutionalize rep. selection

5. ❑ Grad benefits 

1. ❑ new Health care FAQ on the GPSO website! 

1. ❑ Let you constituents know about it. Thanks to Nate Smith for working on it.

2. ❑ panel on health insurance: at the end of January in Whittenberger 

1. ❑ administrators for questions

2. ❑ information about the voluntary plan? it's in the planning stages

3. ❑ Bloomington Faculty Council: addressing issues, including the voluntary "plus" plan

4. ❑ Graduate employees organization, a report from Niki (sociology rep) 

1. ❑ steering committee is formed and meeting

2. ❑ mass meeting to explain explicit goals, form committees, etc.

3. ❑ Officer Reports 

1. ❑ Erika (PR) 

1. ❑ (out of town, Kimberly gave report) multi-cultural grad student group reception: 18 Nov. Lilly library 6-8PM

2. ❑ Kimberly (office coordinator) 

1. ❑ will be out of town 14 Nov-8 Dec, but will take care of things electronically

3. ❑ Matt Drerup (Treasurer) 

1. ❑ got most of our student activity fee money (which makes up the bulk of our budget, and pays for our staff positions) 

2. ❑ next, budgeting for events, especially the Garden Party.

3. ❑ Yolanda also notes that statements don't come until after our meetings, so reports aren't going to be up to date for the month.

4. ❑ Melissa (Assistant Moderator) 

1. ❑ Met with state budget planning committee 

1. ❑ legislators interested to know what we do and how we use our money

2. ❑ they are here to see how tax funds are used and what IU's needs are.

2. ❑ Campus Instructional Consulting is looking for a grad assistant: web design and an interest in pedagogy

5. ❑ Matt Hottell (Moderator) 

1. ❑ Chancellor Brehm resigning 

1. ❑ An interim chancellor will start in January for 1.5 years. 

1. ❑ the university prefers someone within IU, not a candidate for the permanent position

2. ❑ We will have to work on developing a relationship with this position, but things may change.

3. ❑ We hope to have a grad student on the search committee, which is a 1.5 year commitment, but the process has not begun yet.

4. ❑ There are fewer stakeholders in the chancellor's search than the president's serach committee had. This is better for us.

5. ❑ Correction to information in IDS: the VP for Academic Affairs position is not a new position

2. ❑ Herbert's view 

1. ❑ new VP created: Student Affairs (Charlie Nelms) dealt mostly with diversity in his previous position, and we're still waiting to see what will happen

3. ❑ New graduate school dean Slattery 

1. ❑ hoped to come to this meeting but was out of town. He will be at the December meeting.

2. ❑ has the best interests of grads at heart, and Matt thinks he will be a good advocate for us; open to meeting with students

3. ❑ If you have issues or concerns to share with Dean Slattery, please share them with Matt H. or Jesse (our moderator for 2004) so they can take them to their meeting

4. ❑ More money to give away! 

1. ❑ Dean Kintgen, Associate dean of the grad school awarded $4000 for travel grants

5. ❑ Wine tasting (week of 14 Nov), Garden party in April 

1. ❑ If interested in helping plan (especially the Garden Party) please volunteer now. It takes many people to put this great event together.

4. ❑ New business 

1. ❑ Paula Konfal (not present) to report on the voluntary insurance plan next meeting

2. ❑ community announcements (goes out over e-mail): is it too much? 

1. ❑ GPSO gets many announcements, up to 23 in one day. Some reps feel there's too much (confusing, boring, etc.)

2. ❑ GPSO has received complaints about having a political bias in announcing events

3. ❑ A discussion ensued. (summary of comments included) 

1. ❑ only send stuff with academic/grad interest, not community organization or events

2. ❑ nobody has ever complained

3. ❑ announcements are good for panels, lectures, performances and social events. All are things she gets replies about 

4. ❑ let individual reps make the decision, summarize at the top, let individuals cut it down

4. ❑ consensus is: keep it the way that it is.

5. ❑ Kimberly sends out GPSO announcements separately, so please keep them separate and promote them more.

3. ❑ House bill 3077 (from english department e-mails) 

1. ❑ e-mails have been sent out about the bill, discussion follows.

2. ❑ Melissa moved that we act against such a bill

3. ❑ Matt H. suggested tabling and sending to the Campus Affairs Committee

4. ❑ We don't know what the timetable on the bills is, but individuals may take more immediate action.

5. ❑ One rep reccommends talking to the directors of IU's national resource centers to get their feedback. 

4. ❑ HR 3412 makes student stipends non-taxable. 

1. ❑ e-mail tells how to get ahold of your legislator, handwritten letter preferred for psychological reasons.

