lconicity, Arbitrariness,
Metaphor, Metonymy
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Arbitrariness

® Conventions associating meaning and form, at least
within the lexicon, are mainly arbitrary.
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lconicity
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lconicity

® |n some areas of language, for example, expressives in
languages such as Japanese and sign languages, the
form may suggest the meanlng
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lconicity

® |n some areas of language, for example, expressives in
languages such as Japanese and sign languages, the
form may “suggest” the meaning.




More sign-language iconicity

o AJSL (HAFEE) example



http://elokuvantaju.uiah.fi/spanish/signlanguage/viittomakieli.jsp?video=2&file=3
http://elokuvantaju.uiah.fi/spanish/signlanguage/viittomakieli.jsp?video=2&file=3

More sign-language iconicity

o AJSL (HATFEE) example

® An LSC (Lengua de Senas Colombiana) example



http://elokuvantaju.uiah.fi/spanish/signlanguage/viittomakieli.jsp?video=2&file=3
http://elokuvantaju.uiah.fi/spanish/signlanguage/viittomakieli.jsp?video=2&file=3

Correlation between one or
more form dimensions and
one or more meaning
dimensions

Systematic form-meaning
relationships: iconicity

Form pitch and meaning pitch

Form pitch and meaning
smallness

Form and meaning size

Form direction of movement
and meaning direction of
movement




“Relative™ (vs. absolute) iconicity

® The relationship between
particular forms and
meanings may be arbitrary.

® But similar forms often have
similar meanings.




lconicity and learning

® For an iconic language, there
is less to learn.




Arbitrariness and learning




Lexicon size
and form-meaning overlap

® As the size of the lexicon
grows, undesirable form-
meaning overlap (ambiguity
or synonymy) becomes more
likely. F




Lexicon size and iconicity

® As the size of the lexicon grows, undesirable form-
meanlng overlap (amblgmty or synonymy) becomes
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Creating a new association

in an iconic language
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in an iconic language




Creating a new association
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Creating a new association
in an arbitrary language




Comprehension and arbitrariness

® The advantage of arbitrariness over relative iconicity
within a given semantic domain
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Comprehension in an iconic language
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Comprehension in an arbitrary
language




Comprehension in an arbitrary
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Learning categories in an arbitrary
language




Learning categories in an iconic
language
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lconicity vs. arbitrariness

® | earning

= For an iconic language, there is less to learn.

® |[exicon size
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lconicity vs. arbitrariness

® | earning

= For an iconic language, there is less to learn.

® | exicon size

p= Form-meanlng overlap mcrea;es W|th lexicon size; the effect should be
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lconicity vs. arbitrariness

® | earning

= For an iconic language, there is less to learn.

® | exicon size

= Form- meanlng overlap increases W|th IeX|con size; the effect should be
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lconicity in sign language
(HAF5E, ASL, Pycckuin XecToBblil A3bIK)
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lconicity in sign language:
relational nouns
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lconicity in sign language:
time and space
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® Productive, creative uses

T Ohlo played a dec:dmg roIe m the electlon
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Metonymy

® Productive, creative uses
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Metonymy

® Productive, creative uses

= Ohio played a dec:dmg role in the election.
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Metonymy

® Productive, creative uses
- Ohio played a dec:dmg role in the electlon
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Metonymy

® Productive, creative uses
- Ohio played a dec:dmg role in the electlon
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Metonymy

® Productive, creative uses

= Ohio played a deciding role in the election.
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Metaphor and analogy

® Productive, creative uses

= Like a hall of mirrors, our political debate is, in every way, designed to
perpetuate the status quo But no haII of m:rrors can w:thstand the :mpact %
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Metaphor and analogy

® Productive, creative uses
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® Productive, creative uses
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Metaphor and analogy

® Productive, creative uses

= Like a hall of mirrors, our political debate is, in every way, designed to
perpetuate the status quo. But no hall of mirrors can withstand the impact
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Metaphor and analogy

® Productive, creative uses

= Like a hall of mirrors, our political debate is, in every way, designed to
perpetuate the status quo. But no hall of mirrors can w:thstand the lmpact

enough tidal wave, which is why
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Metaphor, analogy, frames, mappings
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Metaphor, analogy, frames, mappings

® |dioms
= | spilled the beans.
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Metaphor, analogy, frames, mappings

® |dioms
= | spilled the beans.
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Metaphor, analogy, frames, mappings

® |dioms
= | spilled the beans.
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Metaphor, analogy, frames, mappings

® |dioms
= | spilled the beans.

- = At least we'e singing from the same songbook.
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Metaphor, analogy, frames, mappings

® |dioms
= | spilled the beans.

= At least we're singing from the same songbook.
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Metaphor, analogy, frames, mappings

® |dioms
= | spilled the beans.

= At least we're singing from the same songbook.
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Metaphor, analogy, frames, mappings

® |dioms
= | spilled the beans.
= At least we're singing from the same songbook.

She didn’t get to first base with him.
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Metaphor and iconicity up close
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Metaphorical extension up close
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Metaphor, analogy, framing (Lakoff)

® Systematic mapping between a source (often more
concrete) and a target (often | more abstract_) domaln
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Metaphor, analogy, framing (Lakoff)

® Systematic mapping between a source (often more
- concrete) and a target (often more abstract) domain
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Metaphor, analogy, framing (Lakoff)

® Systematic mapping between a source (often more
- concrete) and a target (often more abstract) domain
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Metaphor, analogy, framing (Lakoff)

® Systematic mapping between a source (often more
- concrete) and a target (often more abstract) domain
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Metaphor, analogy, framing (Lakoff)

® Systematic mapping between a source (often more
concrete) and a target (often more abstract) domain




Metaphor, analogy, framing (Lakoff)

® Systematic mapping between a source (often more
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