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As discussed in Chapter 16, a galaxy is an immense cloud of hundreds of millions to hundreds of billions of stars.  The stars are held within the galaxy by the combined gravity of all the other stars.  Each galaxy is an isolated and independent star system.  This work of art presented is specifically a spiral galaxy, one of three main types (also elliptical and irregular).  Spiral galaxies have two or more arms winding around from the center. The Milky Way is probably of the spiral galaxy type. 

