To the Bloomington Faculty Council and the BFC Agenda Committee – 

The Environmental Literacy and Sustainability Initiative (ELSI), a campus-wide coalition of faculty, students and staff, strongly urges the Bloomington Faculty Council to incorporate environmental literacy and sustainability into the proposed General Education Requirements.  Broadly, we define environmental literacy as the ability to think critically about the environmental, social, and economic dimensions of human-environment interactions, including how to live day-to-day in a sustainable fashion (see “Core Elements of Environmental Literacy” below). 
As centers of learning, universities will face increasing calls to address the interrelated environmental, economic, and social challenges of 21st century society, from equitable food production and distribution to climate stabilization.  Meeting these challenges is the goal of sustainability, defined in 1987 by the United Nations World Commission on Environment and Development as the ability to meet present needs without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs, and widely seen as a primary organizing principle for 21st century society.

Academic institutions across the nation, including most Big Ten campuses, are already rising to the challenge of modeling and advancing environmental literacy and sustainability. Indeed, the past several years have produced a groundswell of support for such an initiative at Indiana University Bloomington, and ELSI’s activities have attracted faculty, students, and staff representing more than 20 different schools, departments, and programs.



ELSI’s interdisciplinary working group has devoted considerable study to the issue of advancing environmental literacy as a core learning goal for all IU Bloomington students.  Drawing from the literature, successful models at other universities, and the expertise of our own faculty, staff and students, ELSI has developed a core strategy for promoting environmental literacy and sustainability on the IUB campus.  This strategy is based on the recognition that the university learning environment itself as a powerful form of pedagogy, ideally as a deliberate positive model of sustainability.   We would be pleased to share our insights with the BFC.   
The benefits of promoting environmental literacy and sustainability to society are clear, as are the benefits to the academic institutions themselves. Vibrant, well-supported campus environmental literacy and sustainability initiatives can provide exciting and relevant coursework, service, and research opportunities, and because expertise in the humanities as well as the sciences is required, such initiatives provide the opportunity to reinvigorate liberal arts programs.
Adopting environmental literacy and sustainability as a general education requirement on the IUB campus will fulfill our responsibility to prepare students for the challenges of 21st century society and also our broader responsibility to the global community to foster responsible stewardship of our shared resources and the improvement of the human condition.  We hope that the BFC will give this matter careful attention as the General Education requirements are revised.

Sincerely,

Heather Reynolds

Eduardo Brondizio 
Briana Gross

Diane Henshel

Core Elements of Environmental Literacy

Environmentally literate citizens will possess the information, skills, and values to help our complex, global society move toward sustainability by making life choices that honor the following:

· the fundamental life-support processes that ecosystems provide (“ecosystem services”)

· the status of the global environment (humanity’s “ecological footprint”)

· the theory and practice of sustainability:

· a sense of place: personal, cultural, historical

· the interrelationship of economy, environment, and social equity

· the role of policy and market forces (e.g., ecological economics)

· ecological design principles and their application to the built environment 
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