POAET (The Project on African Expressive Traditions) 
and Horizons of Knowledge Present:
Two Film Screenings & Discussions with
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Senegalese Filmmaker
 Joseph Gaï Ramaka

 TV-RADIO Building #245, 6:15 PM
 Monday, March 27:
      
 Karmen Geï (2001)
 Wednesday, March 29:   
 And what if Latif were right! 
 Et si Latif avait raison! (2006)
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In French & Wolof 

with English subtitles. Discussion with filmmaker follows films.
Joseph Gaï Ramaka, a celebrated and controversial filmmaker, studied Filmmaking and Visual Anthropology in Paris, where he now resides.  Over the last 15 years he has written and directed many documentary and feature films, founded production and distribution companies in France and Senegal, and is a prominent activist for freedom of the press throughout Africa and the world.
Karmen Geï (86 mins.), a modern adaptation of Bizet's opera Carmen, caused a storm of controversy in Senegal due to its bold portrayal of religion and sexuality.  Garnering film prizes and critical acclaim worldwide, the film has been effectively banned in Senegal, largely due to a protest over its use of a sacred Muslim text in a Catholic funeral scene. 
Also banned in Senegal, Ramaka’s newest project is a film “essay” blending documentary and fiction. And What if Latif were Right!/Et si Latif avait raison! (95 mins.) is a strenuous critique of the regime of Senegalese president Abdoulaye Wade, a fiery opposition leader for four decades before his landslide election in 2000.  Wade’s increasing restrictions on the media and free expression are the focus of Ramaka’s hard-hitting new film.
Thanks to the following for co-funding these events: African American & African Diaspora Studies; African Studies; The Black Film Center/Archive; College of Arts and Humanities Institute; 
Communication & Culture; Comparative Literature; Office of International Programs.
For more information on Mr. Ramaka and future POAET events, go to:

http://www.indiana.edu/~complit/poaet.html

