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|a Call Number (|a is implicit on Unicorn)

The |a subfield of the Call Number field in the Unicorn volume/call record contains the complete National Library of Medicine call number, including the class letter(s), class number, specific “topics”, A-Z designation (when applicable), table G designation (geographical/jurisdiction) (when applicable), cutter number, and publication date information.

|z Enumeration/Chronology

The |z subfield of the Call Number field in the Unicorn volume/call record contains enumeration/chronology and other extension information.

1.  Single Class Letter/Single Cutter

Leave one (1) space between the last character in the class number and the first character in the cutter number.  Leave one (1) space between the last character in the cutter number and the date 

Standard:  

|aW3.5 D597 2001

Not Standard: 
|aW 3.5 D597 2001

                  

|aW 3.5D597 2001

                  

|aW3.5D597 2001

2.  Double Class Letters/Single Cutter

Leave one (1) space between the last character in the class number and the first character in the cutter number.  Leave one (1) space between the last character in the cutter number and the date.  

Standard:  

|aWR18.2 H943o 2001 

Not Standard:        
|aW R18.2 H943o 2001

                 

|aW R 18.2 H943o 2001

                 

|aW R18.2H942o 2001

                 

|aW R 18.2H942o 2001




|aWR 18.2 H943o 2001

 


|aWR18.2H943o 2001

3.  Double Cutters

Leave one (1) space between the last character in the specific “topics”, A-Z designation and the first character in the cutter number.  Leave one space between the last character in the geographic designation and the first character in the cutter number.  Leave one (1) space between the last character in the cutter number and the date.

Specific “Topics”, A-Z Designation Example:

Standard:  

|aW26.55.A9 J65g 2001 

Not Standard:          |aW 26.5 .A9 J65g 2001

                 

|aW26.5 .A9 J65g 2001

                 

|aW26.5.A9J65g 2001




|aW 26.5.A9 J65g 2001

Geographic Designation Example:

Standard:  

|aW275AA1 B622d 2001

Not Standard         
|aW 275 AA1 B622d 2001

                 

|aW 275AA1 B622d 2001

                 

|aW 275AA1B622d 2001

                

|aW275AA1B622d 2001




|aW275 AA1 B622d 2001




|aW275 AA1B622d 2001



4.  Enumeration/Chronology and other Extensions:

Type the |z subfield immediately after the last character in the call number.  For more recent cataloging records the last character will generally be the last character in the date.  Type the first character of the enumeration/chronology caption or other extension information immediately following the “z”.  Use a colon  to separate hierarchical components.  

Standard:  

|aW26.5.I4 H434 2001|zv.1

                  

|aWU18.2 B851 2001|zDisk

                  

|aW26.5.I4 H434 2001|zv.1:no.1

Not Standard:       
|aW 26.5 .I4 H434 2001 |z v.1

                 

|aW26.5 .I4 H434 2001 |z v.1

                 

|aW26.5.I4 H434 2001 |zv.1

                 

|aW26.5.I4H434 2001 |z v.1

                 

|aW26.5 .I4H434 2001|zv.1

                 

|aW26.5 .I4H4342001|zv.1

Not Standard:         
|aWU 18.2 B851 2001 |z Disk

                 

|aWU18.2B851 2001 |z Disk

                 

|aWU18.2B8512001 |z Disk

                 

|aWU18.2 B8512001|zDisk

5.  Call Number Input Reminders

These proposed Call Number input guidelines for the Unicorn Workflows system deviate from the spacing practices used by the National Library of Medicine in its MARC records.  IU Libraries are reminded to follow NLM’s spacing conventions when contributing cataloging records to the OCLC system.  Please consult Bibliographic Formats and Standards, 2nd edition for format instructions for NLM classification numbers in fields 060 and 096.

Capitalize the initial class and subclass letters in a National Library of Medicine call number.

Correct:  WG



Incorrect:  Wg or wG

Capitalize the first letter in the cutter number

Correct:  T784


Incorrect:  t784

Use a lower case letter(s) for the title workmark (where applicable) at the end of the cutter number for non-biographical works.  EXCEPTION:  Use a capital ell (L) rather than a lower case ell, which could be misinterpreted as the number one.

Correct:  WK102 H123r 2001
Incorrect:  WK102 H123R 2001

Correct:  WK102 H123L 2001       Incorrect:  WK 102 H123l 2001

Use an upper case letter(s) for the biographer workmark (where applicable) at the end of the cutter number for biographical works.  

Correct:  WZ100 B368S 2001
Incorrect:  WZ100 B368s 2001

Use a lower case letter when appending a letter to the date of publication to distinguish editions published in the same year or reprints.

Correct:  WU101 C882r 2001a
Incorrect:  WU101 C882r 2001A

Use an upper case “F” and the original date of publication to designate a facsimile edition.

Correct:  QZ40 T345 1920F
Incorrect:  QZ40 T345 1920f 

Use “shift and backslash/pipe character” keys to create the delimiter in the delimiter/subfield code combination.

Be sure a period precedes a special “topics”, A-Z alpha/numeric designation.

Correct:   .C7  Computers

Incorrect:  C7  Computers

Omit a period before a Table G geographic/jurisdiction designation. 

Correct:  AK6  (Kentucky) 

Incorrect:  .AK6  (Kentucky)

Do not use brackets in call numbers.

Correct:  W19 H123 2001|zv.1
Incorrect:  W19 H123 2001|z[v.1]

Do not use a lower case ell to represent the number “1” (one)

Do not include location designations as part of the call number.

Correct:  W19 H123 2001

Incorrect: REF W19 H123 2001

Be sure the Class Scheme is set to NLM.  NLM = National Library of Medicine Classification Scheme

Select the REVIEW button and proof the call number field in your volume/call record. 
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