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Global edit and “global” changes in Unicorn.

The possibilities for global changes are unlike what we had in NOTIS. There is a report called Edit Entire Database, also called Globaledit. It is password protected and SIRSI recommends making a backup of the database prior to running the report. It’s designed to select bibliographic records and make global modifications to the text of these records. It is very powerful and could be quite dangerous. It doesn’t seem likely that we would make much use of this report for authority changes. An exception might be a change that affects hundred of thousands of headings. 

Our authority control module is configured for automatic checking of bibliographic records. Any time a bibliographic record is added or modified, any field under authority control will be checked against the appropriate authority index. Bibliographic record headings which do not match an authority record will be marked as ?UNAUTHORIZED. If a match is found, an internal link is made to the authority record. This also happens when a new authority record is added.

This checking is part of what the Adutext report does. The Adutext report also indexes the headings and words in authority records overnight, so that the indexes display the new heading, the references and the public notes the following days. 

When an established heading in an authority record is changed, all matching headings in the bibliographic records are also changed when the Adutext report runs. However, it will only change those headings that match exactly. 

· The text as well as the punctuation, capitalization, and diacritics need to match for the heading to be changed.

· If the exact heading is followed by one or more subdivisions, which the authority record doesn’t have (|t |v |x |y |z, etc.) those headings will not be changed.

· The Uniform title in 240 fields are not under authority control, so if, for example you change one of the Chinese author/title authority records, that have a new name as well as a new title, the author/title will be changed in  600 |t, 700 |t, 800 |t but  the 240 fields will not be changed. Those would need to be corrected manually.

· The system is configured to cascade certain subfields. This means that if there is no match found on the whole term, the last subfield (if found in the cascading subfield list) is dropped, and a new search is made to find a match. One example: the |e subfield with a name, will be dropped to find a match. We did not cascade the |x, y, z in subject heading fields but are considering that option for the new 2000 release.

If you do a “global change”, i.e. you change the established heading on an existing authority record, you will need to check to see if additional headings need to be changed afterwards. You may choose to change them yourself, if there are not too many, or you can ask the Database Management Unit to do the needed maintenance and/or update the authority record.

You may use the IUCAT Cataloging Problem Report to notify us. We have simplified the original report to make it easier to use. The address is:

http://www.indiana.edu/~libtserv/iucatprob-form.html
Links are found on:

On the IOCC web page:

http://www.indiana.edu/~libiocm/iocc/index.html
 

On the IUB Library Services web page:

http://www.indiana.edu/~libweb/service.html
 

On the Technical  Services home page:

http://www.indiana.edu/~libtserv/index.html 


On DBM's home page:

http://www.indiana.edu/~libtserv/staff/cat/dbm/index.html
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