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SUBDIVISION AUTHORITY RECORDS (18X)
In January 2003, the Library of Congress finished a project to create Subdivision Authority Records for the approximately 3,250 topical, form, and chronological free-floating subdivisions in the Library of Congress Subject Headings system. These records contain subdivision data in 18X fields and codes in 073 fields that identify their controlling instruction sheet numbers from the Subject Cataloging Manual: Subject Headings (H 1095 - H 1200). All records contain basic usage statements (667, 680) Some records contain references and the fixed field DIR/IND shows whether the subdivision can be divided geographically or not. 

The Database Management Section staff have loaded all the subdivision records into Workflows. Updates and changes will appear in the Library of Congress Subject Headings Weekly Lists, which we process on a weekly basis. We will update the records as needed and will download new ones as they become available. 

To see the Subdivision Authority Records, click on the Display Authority Helper and highlight FLOATSUB in Index. 
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The index shows the heading in the 18x field preceded by the letter s. Headings that are preceded by the letter x are search under references.
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Having these records available in Workflows, rather than going to OCLC,   accessing the information on the Catalogers Desktop, or checking them on LC’s Classifications web will hopefully expedite the authority work. It will allow one to quickly check the subdivision for correct usage and geographic subdivision practice. 

If a subdivisions can function as either topical or form subdivisions, such as |xPeriodicals and |vPeriodicals, the Library of Congress created two authority records.

The next pages show an example of a topical  and a form Subdivision Authority Record. The chronological and geographic Subdivision Authority Records, although downloaded to IUCAT, currently do not display in the FLOATSUB index. LIT is working on resolving this. 
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