MESH HEADINGS TREATMENT

By Carole Gall, from the Minutes of the July 23, 2001 Cataloging Congress

Carole summarized past treatment to authorize Mesh Subject Headings in IUCAT.  The Medical and Dental libraries in Indianapolis did authority control for MeSH headings used by their own libraries – not on records done by other cataloging units.  In the past, they did try to do authority control for all libraries’ MeSH heading, but found it too work intensive.   Recently, they looked at Marcive for automated authority control, but found that the volume of authority work did not warrant further investigation.  They asked the Cataloging Congress to approve this proposal for headings on records for Medical and Dental libraries in IUCAT:

· Medical and Dental libraries will not do authority control on LC headings, but won’t delete them

· They will do authority work on MeSH headings for their own records

The Cataloging Congress approved.  It was also discussed that MeSH headings will not come  under automated authority control and that in the past other libraries did not do authority work on these headings, so it is not a policy change.  Mechael noted that in global changes, all libraries’ records will get fixed.  Also, these records will be included in the discussion of vended authority control.

