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Verbatim report from the minutes.

Cascading Subfields

Spencer Anspach provided the group with an in-depth look at cascading subfields and how the term is applied in Unicorn.  Briefly, cascading is the process by which authority validation (linking a heading on a bibliographic record to an authority record) can be made to ignore certain subfields.  It is very important to remember that cascading only affects the process of authority validation.  It does not affect indexing or display; it does not directly affect the heading on the bibliographic record.

Subfields are cascaded from right to left and the process occurs only until:

· a matching authority is found

· a non-cascaded subfield is encountered 

· beginning of field is reached

Spencer showed us examples of how cascading currently works in Unicorn.

A question was raised concerning existing headings and whether or not they would undergo cascading.  Spencer explained this could only happen in conjunction with keyword re-indexing and would have to be accomplished during a system upgrade.

Ria Collee then discussed the pros and cons of cascading subfields V, X, and Z in 6XX fields and C, D, and N in conference names from a database maintenance perspective.  According to Ria, the advantages far outweigh the disadvantages.  The “Pros” of cascading include the following:

· When the established heading in an authority record is changed, all the matching headings, as well as the headings that are followed by these subdivisions will be corrected overnight by the ADUtext report.

· The Weekly Authority Reports of unauthorized headings will be more manageable when these subfields are cascaded.

· It would also simplify the authority validations for the catalogers.

· The advantage for numbered conference names is that they will no longer say “unauthorized” when an authority record exists for the conference without the number, date and place.

The disadvantages are very few.  Subdivisions that have typos in them or that are entered in the wrong order may not be caught.  New subject/subdivisions that are not free-floating and have authority records may not get downloaded.

The remaining discussion focused on proposed subfields to add for authority cascading.  These proposals were jointly suggested by the Vended Authorities Group along with a sub-group of the Cataloging Congress. 

1. 111, 411, 711, 811 – Subfields n, d, c   Approved although it was noted that forms of localities might not be in proper AACRII form.

2. 600/0, 600/2 – Subfields v, x, z    Approved.

3. 610/0, 610/2 – Subfields v, x, z    Approved.

4. 611/0, 611/2 – Subfields n, d, c, v, x, z     Approved.

5. 630/0, 630/2 – Subfields v, x, z    Approved.

6. 650/0, 650/2, 650/9 – Subfields v, x, z     This particular proposal elicited the most discussion.  It was decided to hold off on implementing the 650/9 pending the approval of the Kinsey Library since they would be the most affected.  Harriette offered to speak with Liana Zhou on this matter.  Regarding the 650/2 which affects MeSH headings, a question was raised concerning whether or not MeSh headings would be processed like LC headings.  The answer was no, they would not.  When asked why subfield  y was excluded, it was explained that most of them already have established authority records.

7. 651/0, 651/2 – Subfields v, x, z    Approved.

