GRADING RUBRIC FOR PROPOSITION OF FACT PAPER

The following rubric has been developed to evaluate your proposition of fact.  For every letter grade you will find a list of the characteristics most common for a paper that receives that grade.  This is not to say that an “A” paper will necessarily include every single “A” characteristic, nor is it to say that an essay that includes all of the characteristics listed here would necessarily result in a grade of “A.”  Put simply, the quality of your essay is more than the sum of its parts and each paper will be evaluated holistically on the basis of the common characteristics listed below as well as the overall power, quality, and originality of the argument advanced.  

“A” Paper

* The introduction to your paper provoked an immediate and visceral response through the use of vivid language and examples—your word picture was a masterpiece.  * Your proposition of fact is concise, precise, and clear.  It is a socially significant fact that could be contested and you take a clear stand on the fact.  Your proposition of fact is neither too narrow nor too broad.  The proposition does not contain even a hint of value or policy judgments.  And, your proposition is only trying to prove one fact true.  * The preview of your main points is exceptionally clear and succinctly summarizes the main points of your paper.  * The body of your paper is composed of a set of tightly linked and thoroughly defended set of claims/proofs that leave the audience with no questions or doubts about the arguments that you have presented.  Your paper not only follows a logical route from claim to claim but it also is done in a novel and/or intriguing way to further captivate the audience.  * You defined all of the debatable terms in your proposition.  Your definitions were supported by a variety of sources and they came from specialized dictionaries or from qualified sources beyond a general dictionary.  *   You carefully establish the predicate of your claim by developing the location, quantity, and/or state of our fact.  *Your paper integrates more than the required number of incredibly well-qualified sources, the credibility of your sources is artfully woven into your paper, and all of your citations conform to MLA standards.  * Your paper does not contain any grammatical/spelling errors and your language choices, syntax, and organization all add to your argument.  * Your paper follows all of the formatting requirements (page limit, margins, font, etc.) outlined on the assignment sheet.  * Overall, your paper exceeds the expectations of the assignment in significant and numerous ways.  You have not only outlined your proposition but you have defended against any possible challenge that could be directed at it.  Your argument is incredibly persuasive.

“B” Paper

* The introduction to your paper allowed some form of identification between the audience and the issue at hand and there was some use of vivid language and examples but it was not sustained throughout the introduction.  * Your proposition of fact is clearly identifiable and your proposition has the correct grammatical structure that we would expect from a proposition of fact.  It is a socially significant fact that could be contested and you take a clear stand on the fact.  Your proposition is neither too broad nor too narrow.  Your language choices are precise and clear.  The proposition does not contain even a hint of value or policy judgments.  And, your proposition is only trying to prove one fact true.  * The preview of your main points is clear and succinctly summarizes the main points of your paper.  * The body of your paper is composed of a set of tightly linked and thoroughly defended set of claims and proofs which allow only one or two minor questions about your claims.  Your paper follows a logical progression from point to point without losing the reader.  * You defined all of the debatable terms in your proposition.  Your definitions were supported by a variety of sources and they came from specialized dictionaries or from qualified sources beyond a general dictionary.  * Your paper integrates more than the required number of well-qualified sources, the credibility of your sources is artfully woven into your paper, and all of your citations conform to MLA standards.  * Your paper does not contain any grammatical/spelling errors and your language choices, syntax, and organization all add to your argument.  * Your paper follows all of the formatting requirements (page limit, margins, font, etc.) outlined on the assignment sheet.  * Overall, your paper exceeds many of the minimum requirements but it is not sustained in every facet of the paper.  You have outlined your proposition and only the most minor of doubts/questions remain at the end of the paper.  Your argument is persuasive but it does not remove all traces of doubt about the fact.

“C” Paper

* The introduction to your paper asserts that the audience should identify with an issue but the introduction never really moves beyond this assertion.  The use of vivid language and examples is used sparingly which limited your ability to evoke the right kind of response from the audience.  * Your proposition of fact is clearly identified as one and your proposition has all of the grammatical components that we would expect from a proposition of fact.  It is a socially significant fact that could be contested and you take a clear stand on the issue.  Your language choices might get you in trouble because they lack clarity and precision—as a result, your proposition might be too narrow or too broad.  It might be the case that you are trying to prove more than one fact is true in your proposition.  The proposition does not contain even a hint of value or policy judgments.  * The preview of your main points is present in your paper.  They are not exceptional and this might be because it seems too formulaic or forced.  * The body of your paper is composed of set of linked claims that all relate to your proposition of fact.  The claims/proofs used in your paper leave open some questions but, on balance, most of the claims/proofs are defended as facts.  Your paper follows a logical progression from point to point without losing the reader.  * Your definitions were supported by outside sources but they were not the best possible definitions or from the best possible sources.  * Your paper includes the required number of sources, the credibility of your sources is included, and all of your citations conform to MLA standards.  The selection and use of evidence reflects effort but does not rise above the level of the minimum required by the assignment.  * Your paper is mainly free from grammatical/spelling errors and your language choices, syntax, and organization are adequate but they are not exceptional.  * Your paper follows all of the formatting requirements (page limit, margins, font, etc.) outlined on the assignment sheet.  * Overall, your paper meets the minimum requirements but it rarely, if ever, exceeds these expectations.  As a result, your audience would still have some reservations about supporting your interpretations of the facts.

“D” Paper

* The introduction to your paper seems forced and formulaic.  Instead of using this opportunity to connect to your audience, your introduction does not clearly establish a reason for your audience to care and/or sympathize with the issue at hand.  * Your proposition of fact is not clearly identifiable as one either because of grammatical issues or the choice of language used in the proposition.  Your proposition lacks focus on one and only one fact.  It is not clear that your proposition of fact is socially significant or that it will lead to the proof of larger claims of values and policy.  The breadth and depth of your proposition of fact are questionable.  It is not entirely clear that you have avoided value or policy judgments.  * The preview of your main points is not useful in any meaningful way.  You might have just asserted that you have a number of main points without providing a clear and smooth explanation of what they are.  * The body of your paper is not composed of discreet arguments that are linked to one another and the larger claim contained within the proposition of fact.  Your paper does not follow a logical progression from point to point and you really risk losing your audience.  Your audience would still have major questions about your proposition of fact.  * Your definitions were not developed in any meaningful way and/or they did not come from credible sources.  You either defined too few or too many terms and your audience got lost because the definitions got in the way.  * Your paper does not include the required number of sources, your sources are qualified within the paper, and/or your citations do not conform to MLA standards.  * Your paper contains numerous grammatical/spelling errors and your language choices, syntax, and organization hinder the persuasiveness of your argument.  * Your paper does not conform to all of the formatting requirements (page limit, margins, font, etc.) outlined on the assignment sheet.  * Overall, your paper has too many problems, in terms of unanswered questions and unsupported assertions, to be persuasive to your audience.

“F” Paper

* The introduction to your paper never seriously attempts to create a connection between your audience and the issue that your paper addresses.  Instead of easing your audience into your proposition of fact, your paper just starts with your fact and moves on to defending it without convincing the audience that they should care about it.  * The proposition of fact is not a proposition of fact.  * The paper lacks any real attempt at a preview of the main points.  * The body of your paper does not have any structure and your audience cannot follow your arguments.   Because of the paper’s lack of clarity, the audience would not have any greater knowledge of the proposition of fact.  * Your paper did not attempt to define the debatable terms in your proposition and, as a result, your audience can’t even agree on what is discussed/isolated in your proposition.  * Your paper does not use evidence in any meaningful way—you rely on assertions instead providing evidence for your arguments.  Your citations, if there are any, do not conform to MLA standards.  * There are so many grammatical/spelling errors that it is difficult, or impossible, to follow your argument.  It does not appear that you have proofread your paper.  * Your paper fails to conform with most/all the formatting requirements on the assignment sheet.  * Overall, not even the minimum amount of effort is present in this paper and your audience would probably not even entertain your proposition as something that is debatable.

