Proposition of Policy Worksheet

Reviewer __________________________________    Author ___________________________

Proposition of Policy : ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

1. A Proposition of policy should identify the agent of action and provide specific information about the action it wants taken.  Who is the agent of action for this proposition?  What action does the advocate want taken?  (Be sure to provide evidence from the text. Do not surmise)




2.  An advocate needs to locate their argument at an appropriate juncture of the power grid.  Where on the vertical and horizontal scale is this policy located?  Does it seem consistent with the rule of minimum change?  What are the particular advantages and disadvantages of locating the argument at this particular site.  Be critical and specific.  Do you recommend locating it differently?  Why?










3.  One of the primae facie requirements for a problem-solution argument is to locate the “need” for action by establishing an opposition to the status quo.  Where does this essay locate its primary “opposition”?  What is the main argument in support of the opposition?  What reasons and evidence are used to sustain it?  Does the argument meet all the standards for sound reasoning and evidence?  Identify at least one thing that the advocate could do to strengthen the argument?  How could they make it clearer or more compelling? Be specific.













4.  Another primae facie requirement for a problem-solution argument is to establish “inherency.”  Where does inherency reside in this paper?  Is it structural or attitudinal?  How does the advocate make the case for inherency – what reasons and evidence are used?  Is it compelling or not?  Why?  Identify at least one thing that could be used to strengthen the argument. Be specific.
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5.  The primae facie requirements for the “solution” in a proposition of policy include (a) identifying the specific action to be taken, (b) specifying the agent responsible for enacting it, (c) accounting for cost, and (d) offering some mechanism (where relevant) for enforcement.  What is the “solution” offered here and does it meet all of these requirements?  If not, what is missing, vague, or otherwise undeveloped?  How might the advocate clarify or better present the policy?
















6.  An additional primae facie requirement for a “solution” is that it be “workable” or “solvent”?  That is, the advocate has to show that the solution will erase or mitigate the inherent problem.  How does the advocate demonstrate workability or solvency?  What arguments and evidence are presented to make the case?  Are there any obvious problems or weaknesses here?  Be specific.  Name at least one thing the advocate can do to develop the case for workability more effectively.




















7.  If you were an opponent to the advocate writing this essay what would be the primary argument or strategy you would take in challenging her/his claims?  Keep in mind that an advocate for change has to demonstrate their argument effectively at every level of the v-model for argument. An opponent needs only to defeat the argument at one of the three levels (though a multi-tiered argument is always more effective) in order to render it ineffective.   




