C228 – Argumentation and Public Advocacy
Final Examination Review



The Final Examination for C228 will take place on Monday, December 14, 2009 from 5:00-7:00 PM in our regular classroom in Woodburn Hall.  The exam should take you the entire two hours, so please plan accordingly. The final counts for 15% of your final grade for the course.  

The final examination will consist of four essay questions.  You will answer questions 1 and 2 and either questions 3 or 4.  

In question #1 you will be asked to define and explain the relationship between presumption and the burden of proof, as well as the relationship between propositions of fact, value, and policy.  You will also be given a brief argument and asked to evaluate it in terms of the concepts listed above.  

In question #2 you will be asked to explain the power grid for policy argumentation and to identify and define the primae facie requirements for a proposition of policy, and then to describe and evaluate a brief argument that purports to be a defense of a proposition of policy in terms of its adaptation to the power grid and the primae facie requirements.  

Questions 3 & 4 will give you two examples of previously published public arguments—editorials from newspapers and magazines— and ask you to develop a critical analysis of one of them by drawing from and utilizing the inventional and diagnostic vocabulary of concepts that we have developed over the course of the semester.  Clearly, you will not be able to say everything there is to say about the argument you choose to evaluate in a short period of time.  It will be your task to identify the two or three most important features of the argument and to make a case for why they are important to an evaluation of the argument.  Your own attitude towards the issue discussed will be irrelevant to your answer and should not be a part of how you evaluate the argument as an instance of public or practical reasoning.  So, for example, if an article were to argue for liberalizing abortion, your own position on this issue—pro or con—should be irrelevant to judging how the argument is functioning to animate productive democratic deliberation, whether it meets with normative standards of practical reasoning, and the like.  
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