C228 Argumentation and Public Advocacy 

Essay #1

“Defense of a Proposition of Fact”

Your first essay this semester asks you to establish and defend a proposition of fact relevant to advancing a policy claim on a significant social and/or political issue. Propositions of fact focus attention on “defining” and demonstrating the “location,” “quantity,” and “state” of objects or phenomena relevant to subsequent value and policy considerations (as per the V-model of argument), but they do not in themselves entail any specific value or policy position. Put simply, we can agree on (or dispute) the existence of “global warming” or “gay marriage” as a matter of fact without any consideration of how we might evaluate such facts or what kinds of policies we should enact with regard to them. With this in mind, your essay will be evaluated according to the following minimum requirements and criteria:

1.  You must defend a proposition of fact that you consider to be relevant and significant to a future proposition of value or policy, but you must not argue (or even imply) values or policies in this essay. Note also that claims to causality are not claims to fact since they rely on inferences rather than direct empirical verification.  Accordingly, you should not advance causal claims either in your proposition or in the essay itself. Additionally, as you develop your project here you will want to take care to make sure that you are not working with a proposition that is either too broad (thus making it difficult to properly defend your position in a limited space) or too narrow (thus either making your topic seem trivial and/or insignificant or excessively limiting the range of materials available for research). 

2.  The essay must be carefully and clearly structured according to the standard parts of a formal essay (or speech): introduction, body, and conclusion. The introduction should establish the significance of your topic for your audience, establish your thesis statement (the thesis statement is what you want your audience to do – or in this instance believe – as a result of your argument … here that would be the proposition of fact), and offer an initial summary of how you intend to develop your argument. The body should be a clear series of proofs, all related tightly and immediately to the proposition of fact. This will include consideration of the relevant definitions of the key terms of the proposition and the use of the topics of fact argument (location, quantity, and state) to establish the proposition, as well as appropriate forms of evidence. The conclusion should summarize your argument and remind your reader as to why the topic is significant and important.

3.  Because we are operating in the realm of “public advocacy” you must be sure that you address your reader/audience as a particular “public,” i.e., as a group or collectivity that has a common set of interests which function to define them as a particular community. Remember, your ultimate goal (when we get to propositions of policy) is to seek some sort of  “public” action, not personal or private action, and thus you want to talk to your audience as if they are “citizens” of some sort and not private individuals. You will need to take the particular sense of who you want your audience to be into account as you establish the significance of your topic above, for the significance of an issue is always defined in terms of its salience and relevance to particular individuals/groups. Additionally, you need to take into account what your reader/audience might reasonably already know or believe about your subject, what authorities they are most likely to trust or believe, etc.

4.  Your essay must include definitions of the key term(s) in your proposition, i.e., those terms that will implicate your argument for facticity. At the minimum, you need to include a dramatistic demonstration of one of your key terms as discussed in lectures.

5.  Your proofs must include at least seven (7) different sources of information that you can defend as being credible according to the criteria set up in lectures and discussions. At least three sources must come from a “government document”  (with at least one of the three coming from either the Congressional Record or a Congressional Hearing). No more than two of your sources may come from popular magazines or newspapers. The specific use of all reference materials should be cited following the conventions of the MLA Handbook, 7th ed.
6.  The essay will be 6-8 pages in length (1,500-2,000 words + endnotes or a works cited page), typed, double-spaced, with one-inch margins on all sides. The essay should have a title page that includes the proposition of fact that you are defending; the name of the course; your discussion leader’s name; the date; and your name and e-mail address. The pages should be secured by a single staple in the upper left hand corner. Do not use folders.  

7.  Be sure to proofread your essay – or better yet, have a trusted friend or classmate review the essay after you have proofread it. Essays with extensive (5 or more) spelling/typo-graphical errors and/or common grammatical errors as defined by standard compositions books such as Harbrace’s College Handbook (e.g., sentence fragments, noun-verb disagreement, misplaced modifiers, misuse of commas or other punctuation marks, etc.) can be penalized up to a full letter grade.

8.  You will bring two copies of a completed and thorough draft of the essay to your discussion section on September 30, 2011 where we will conduct a workshop designed to guide you through the process of revising the essay before turning it in for a grade. You will receive feedback from two different classmates on worksheets that we will provide. You must include those worksheets with your final essay.  Students who do not participate in the workshop cannot receive a grade higher than a “B” for the assignment.

9.  Hard and electronic copies of the final essay are due by the beginning of class on October 3, 2011. The electronic copy needs to be turned in via turnitin.com. You will need to set up an account with turnitin.com and there is a link on the course website under Assignments/Help Documents that will talk you through this process.  Essays—both hard copy and electronic—submitted after 12:20 P.M. will be counted as one day late. Late essays will be penalized at the rate of one letter grade per day until they are turned in. Failure of computer equipment, rapacious dogs, sick roommates, broken alarm clocks, flat tires, etc. do not mitigate the effect of a late paper. Plan ahead. 
