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Arc de Triomphe, Place du Carrousel, Paris (1806-1836)
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Napoleon, for and against: Introduction
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Austerlitz, 2 December 1805

French forces:

Russian & Austrian:

Dead or wounded
French:
allied:

Captured
French:
allied

72,000
85,000

7,245
27,000

573
12,000
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Treaty of Pressburg: Venice and coast surrendered by Austria to the “Kingdom of Italy”

16 German states “voluntarily” left Holy Roman Empire to form
“Confederation of the Rhine” (satellite state of France)
dissolved Holy Roman Empire; Francis Il (Marie Antoinette’s nephew)
became Francis | of Austria

ended War of Third Coalition
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Place d’Austerlitz
Ajaccio, Corsica
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Austerlitz Station
Paris
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Place Vendéme Column, Paris

Trajan’s Column, Rome
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re-enactment of the Battle of Austerlitz

December 2005
(photos from wikimedia and bbc.co.uk)
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Napoleon, For and Against

gives institutional permanence to Revolution
individual genius; “World spirit on horseback”

rose through the ranks based on talent

‘m — .- ;..--.-...-.-Lr..: e = u-r 1
snow and ice sculpture; Harbin, China (2008)

violates most important gains of 1789-1799

military dictatorship; model for Hitler, Mussolini

plunged Europe into 16 more years of war

T RHiIBASES

“You are fooled” (1808)



Questions for Discussion by Societies

1. Which was the greater Man, Oliver Cromwell or Napoleon Bonaparte?

7. Has the Fear of Punishment, or the Hope of Reward, the greater Influence
on Human Conduct?

12. Is Military Renown a fit Object for Ambition?

13. Is Ambition a Vice or a Virtue?

36. Was the Deposition of Louis XVI justifiable?

49. Is Genius an innate Capacity?

59. Was the Banishment of Napoleon to St. Helena justifiable?

67. Do modern Geological Discoveries agree with Holy Writ?

79. Which was the greater Man, George Washington or Benjamin Franklin?

James D. McCabe, The National Encyclopaedia of Business
and Social Forms, including the Laws of Etiquette... (Philadelphia, 1880)

Desmond Seward, Napoleon and Hitler,
A Comparative Biography (1996)




Napoleon Bonaparte

1769

Dec. 1793
Oct. 1795

Jan. 1796
Sept. 1797
1798-1799

Nov. 1799
Feb. 1800

Aug. 1802
May 1804

1807-1808
1812

1814

1815

1821
1840

born “Napoleone Buonaparte” in Corsica

central in re-taking Toulon from the British;
puts down royalist uprising in Paris

named commander-in-chief of Italian Army
aids fructidor coup
Egyptian campaign

(18 brumaire VIII) military/constitutional coup

Referendum confirms Bonaparte as “First Consul”
Referendum makes him “Consul for Life”
Referendum makes him “Emperor Napoleon”

French Empire extends to its largest
attempted invasion of Russia
Napoleon abdicates; sent into exile in Elba

Napoleon returns to rule for “Hundred Days”;
defeated at Waterloo,imprisoned on St. Helena

dies in St. Helena;
remains returned to France
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What makes Bonaparte special? a historical figure “outside” history
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13:1 Then | saw a beast come out of the sea with ten horns and seven heads;
on its horns were ten diadems, and on its heads blasphemous names...

13:3 Fascinated, the whole world followed after the beast. ...

13:7 ...and it was granted authority over every tribe, people, tongue, and nation.

What makes Bonaparte special?: a historical figure “outside” history
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Courrier of the Italian Army, by a society
of French Republicans (July 1797)

The eyes of Europe and the world are

fixed more than even on the French
Republic... but in Paris, which was long
ago delivered to factionalism and the spirit
of parties... writers are too often only

the slaves of powerful men. All facts

are distorted to the profit of those who
speculate on lies, and truth searches in
vain for an asylum.

In Milan, by contrast, where there are

fewer people and the same plots do not
exist... the republican observer can think
calmly and present the sacred flame

of moderation that should shine across

the universe...Only this spirit of moderation
and fraternity can destroy those memories of
past misfortunes which are the source of
division and conflict

What makes Bonaparte special? image management




# Thermidor, an § 'f-ﬂ-’.w&'-'-’e- Fr (New 1.) a0 it 9z (vear)

B R D URR I RS
PE/1L’ARMEE D ITALIE,

Pﬁ’_ﬂﬂﬁ'mﬁ SOCTETE DE FRANGAIS REPUBLICAINS

T

=

. Ea Ripabllgue perdit ke pes i I ertair & aciian en de wie ;i fellait raalmer fe cglever.
Cont rdreresrion n'falt pro imputsible , parce '."m drait ginfralrment dispeid d in
iz & o Low vembidea ; Lo Qienltf éeaid de w'em drvaver que de bons { Raaynal j.

i
N
N. B, L Courcler de r-f{\h-"f"-""r'\f cit la premitze ot ol d'als 1o télégraphie politique tmnsmar & rous
kil el Frmcie 55 e s s, [ popos T s éndm i pesvent
e comrs slewt polobiencore toralng, O dvar lcs tefom- | IF flrr sur ) A destindos. o
e norre srmée , les négocino ||L£i;T:,u-;m qub ser- gk Poris ung yille dopuie long-temps
i de"Emite ot decomplécirnt 2 14 gierne § bes crises pati- | | : s dles factions, dans une vaste en-
e Par Cot esprit de parti, pac ces

oty qui y daon cefte pareie de [Eusipe , oot agit plusuns
|mhm}r:ﬂ’:ﬂ‘"|mmlﬂﬂ‘;::.du_lq:' : 3 Haistnres qub ot couvert de malheurs
seiE fnideeiser ToUssnon  concioyens, = Le Journal guo] ©f % CHABICL, une derre of ne deraient regaer qun
poud jeur alfreeywjourdbul , bur promer desmomiellen laVermuetla L ORI S ATO[ - SoaVenL 1oz derivains
i et e silees , qul me gevonr fumals que Lo ricie BACE) mE gog. que e Y £, les

|
!t
i

farn , dons s Ecarterons tour ge g6l pour st appar- | m i
nigsir 3 I dr piti. — L'sthaghement a9 Coteracsemt

dpublicaines & b3 Conazitation de lan ".::1 eit be prin-

pe sl doit nots diriper invasiablemend ; Vemour de I vi-
i Belle cit mame sewe Bossle ding Lo earrieee gus B
mﬂ F: FE‘.DIJ':;”- e A - i elvren vain wn asyley

earriee de FAvmée d'Tualle , donr nows publions le s MFIR B RiL e et o

Wruurﬂml la seite de oot Avis. parafira dlormaly ‘Il BE) .:I I'::1 l:ul ']I'.:I-::r,':":-e{ :t_m!_.‘mf EAE- Dlhoped
(ool ex deu jours, — Le pris de Fabonoement , pour chaque I-F|I-L Zg 8 IHCOL Nk s Esnes. Riguer ,
{erimestit,; et de § liv. (argent de Milan)  pour 'late | B s mémen pantie, mi les mémes cassor de cor-
st do § liv, [ Srpent de France) pour lrs autres poye, om | feplion et de trouble, Volservateur repullicain
e 2 liv, pout ue Bais geleiant. pouzani s¢ receeillic gn lui-méme, ef méditor Igin
| On ng gaboane qu'sn comeencement deebeque mold |y crand thibine sur In coniduitn do cous i :
| - W faif advesser bes betres, argent of tour cc qui pear ]-5.* bR e Hasent
1mwrmr|{ ridaction ¢ la feaille, frane de port , au o | oo NTEHHETS Does, 1 "I‘ rhus, Bace pol-sire
#yea Rowsi, Directrsr da Cosrvier de FAmmés dialle , | d0flir ded spporqus exacts , de caliulcr avee peds
\Ra §1. Feaw, derriire b Palviz de fustice, n.* 1334, a0 1. | cision Vavenir, de prfsonter 2ux yeux dies hommes ,
nE i-‘“ ﬂ"u:‘ﬁr:‘:;":;‘“"' hep eavei, le post dan Ry o fu'nn ‘I'-'k-'-"l"'-'ﬂ;-_“ ilil;-'u d..l_lu -;..l.l:-_-r, ce Hambean

Ly lop::u"JHH et rids de voalolr adreser, flaas e 5.:‘_"" nla ot o 1 dgit Lriller “"."“' dans
pert, o feuilles d'dchange. 3 Venivers, qui doirbeee be gage de la pair g du
bonbeur public, qui deir servirde Bad 3 Yenimge
du port et nous avens tous besoin de nous repader,

s INTRODUCTILON apres la lamgue tmversde pdyolutionnalee,

o ﬁﬂ"‘b’-l’lﬁ T DE FROSPECTUS Clest cot esprit de wodéntion et de frawemite ,
Ry oy qui peiit seul, oo France , endantir desis les amgs

les souvenins deos malheuss. passés , les
kﬂﬂnﬂh del “or du Monde sont fxé | division. e da haine 5 les, erprmcs - ;
I e jausis sur la Bépablique Frangaiee ; ils | er les projors libertieides. s Clent Iui rﬁ;ﬁﬁ ;
santfrenr: anssi. dur Ulnalic. Pecis et le point con-'"Lialie , prévenis les calamitcs doa ls Frfnco | 1

B

&

R b

Courrier of the Italian Army, by a society
of French Republicans

If we only consulted our feelings, we would
wish ardently for an end to this deluge of
blood... But if we turn our eyes to the future,
we see the need of new battles. ...

A conquering republic is the benefactor of
the nations it conquers. ... And you, young
hero, who have already shown yourself the
equal of the greatest men of all time, and
who may yet surpass them all... You can yet
bring together the double glory of conqueror
and of the benefactor of nations.

What makes Bonaparte special? image management




Napoleon, For and Against

This question—as to the means whereby
freedom develops itself into a world—Ileads
us to history itself... The great men in history
are those whose own particular aims contain
the substantial will that is the will of the World
Spirit. They can be called heroes, because
they have drawn their aim and their vocation
not merely from the calm and orderly system
that is the sanctified course of things, but
rather from a source that is hidden. ...

G.W.F. Hegel, Introduction to the Philosophy
of History (written 1817-1832; pub. 1840).

Das ist mein licberSoln an dem ichwohlgefallen habe

“This is my beloved son in whom | am well pleased”
(satire of baptism of Jesus in book of Matthew)

German caricature, c. 1813



Bonaparte conceived the idea of effecting a counter-revolution to his own advantage
by retaining in the state nothing new except himself. He re-established the throne,
the clergy, and the nobility; ...It was not enough to have degraded the republican
party by entirely changing its nature; Bonaparte wished also to deprive the royalists
of that dignity which they owed to their perseverance and their misfortunes. He gave
the greater part of the offices of his household to nobles of the Old Regime. He thus
flattered the new race by mingling them with the old, and as he himself united the
vanity of an upstart to the gigantic talents of a conqueror, he loved the flattery of the
courtiers of the former reign...Whenever a gentleman of the old court called back

to recollection the etiquette of the days that were gone and proposed ...

a certain mode of knocking at the door of an antechamber, a more ceremonious
manner of presenting a dispatch, of folding a letter... he was received as if he had
made a contribution to the happiness of the human race.

Germaine de Staél, Considerations on the Revolution in France (1817).




In our society there is a standing antagonism between the conservative and
democratic classes... The first is timid, selfish, hating innovation, and continually
losing numbers by death. The second is selfish, too, but bold, self-relying,

always outnumbering the other and recruiting to its numbers at every hour by birth...

Napoleon is its representative [and] the incarnate democrat. He had their virtues
and their vices; above all, he had their spirit or aim. That tendency is material...
highly intellectual, widely and accurately learned, but subordinating all such forces
into means of material success.

... aman of Napoleon’s stamp almost ceases to have a private speech and opinion.
He is so largely receptive, and is so placed, that he comes to be a bureau for all

the intelligence, wit, and power of the age and country. He gains the battle, he makes
the code; he makes the system of weights and measures; he levels the Alps; he

builds the roads. All distinguished engineers, savants, statists, report to him:

so likewise do all good heads in every kind. He adopts all the best measures, sets

his stamp on them and on every happy and memorable expression....

Ralph Waldo Emerson, “Napoleon, or the Man of the World” (1850)



With a ridiculous pretension to vastness of design, and universal observation
and intelligence, Bonaparte orders at the same moment the copybooks of
the schoolboys of Paris to be shown to him, and that England shall be
invaded and conquered! In the same breath, he regulates the length

of the trains of the ladies who appear at court, to establish a distinction

in favour of the imperial princesses; and chides the inhabitants of Metz,

with an affectation of paternal care and authority, for not preventing a

fire that turned many of them houseless into the streets...He said,

in an arréte of ten words “Slavery is re-established in St Domingo, as in 1796."
But a black Emperor has sprung up there, who apes the actions of Bonaparte;
and the inhabitants and negroes are free from French domination, few of his
shattered army remaining to tell the story of their defeat.

Bonaparte makes the people of France forget the failure of one of his projects,
by the activity with which he turns to another.

A Sketch of the Present State of France, by an English gentleman,
who escaped from Paris in the month of May last (London: 1805).



	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18

