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What is a revolution?
a process
a turning full circle
an event?

How many revolutions?
from many to one

Other revolutions, counter revolutions
emigration
“federalism” in Lyon
the West

It was the best of times, it was the worst of times. ..
Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities (1859).

Counter-Revolution and Civil War: lecture structure



The plan is to divide France into some number of
départements; some think there should be 70,

others say 80, others want 120, 125, 203, etc. etc.
Each department will be an administrative center,
with a legal court and even a diocese, and will be the
unit of election for the National Assembly. That is,
if a rival plan isn't chosen, which would allow each

municipality to send directly its own representative.

Thomas Lindet, writing to municipal officials in his hometown,
November 6, 1789.

What is a revolution? an on-going process, not a single event
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Revolution as on-going process, not a single event
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REVOLUTION

In politics, revolution signifies a grand change or turn

in government. In which sense, the [word] “revolution”
is used, [primarily], for the great turn of affairs in England
in 1688, when King James Il abdicated the throne,

and the prince and princess of Orange were declared
king and queen of England.

The revolution of a planet, or a comet, around the sun is
nothing but its course from any point of its orbit until its
return to the same.
See ASTRONOMY.

Encyclopaedia Britannica (first edition, 1771)

What is a revolution? Eighteenth-century definition



Prudhomme and the revolutions of Paris

DE PARIS,
5 --.;; DEDIEES ALA NATION |

The Revolutions of Paris, Dedicated fo the

“Only excessive misery and the progress
of enlightenment can bring about a
revolution in a people that has already
grown old in the degradation of
servitude.”
“Introduction to the Revolution,”
Révolutions de Paris, January 1790.

Nation and to the District of the Little Augustins

“The great only look great
because we are on our knees” (1789).

from many revolutions to one



One Revolution, not many, means:
disagreements become threats

more revolution, or counter revolution?
one element of political success =

being able to make a coherent story

Other Revolutions, counter revolutions
emigration

Game of the French Revolution (1791?)

“federalism”—in Lyon, Marseilles, Toulon

the Vendée and the West

from many revolutions to one



Social breakdown of emigration based on sample of 97,545 (14.6% women)

Laws defining emigration and its punishment

Clergy 25.2%
Nobility 16.8%
Third Estate 58 %
of which 9 July 1791
“upper middle” 11.1%
workers 14.3%
peasants 19.4% 9 Nov. 1791

9 Feb. 1792
17 July 1792

24 Nov. 1792

28 March 1793
4 brumaire IV
(26 Oct. 1795)
9 frimaire VI
(29 Nov. 1797)

Elisabeth Vigée-Lebrun, Self Portrait in Rome,1790

émigrés “invited” to return;
those that don’t are to pay
triple taxes

death penalty for those who
conspire against France or

take up arms against France
(law vetoed by Louis XVI)

émigré property sequestered
émigré property to be sold as
biens nationaux

returned émigrés ordered to
leave France within a week
émigrés declared “legally dead”
political amnesty law does not
include émigrés

all ex-nobles to be considered
“foreign” and banned from political
office holding

Counter-revolution and civil war: emigration



“Federalism” and the French Revolution
“federalists” = label given by the Convention to uprisings in many urban areas

politically, means the opposite of what it means in US context

red=armed opposition to Convention
orange=support for armed opposition
green=unauthorized formation
of commissions; new electoral
assemblies, etc.
light green=public statements (oral
or printed) disapproving the purge
of the Girondins from the Convention

summer 1793

Counter-revolution and civil war: “federalism”



Revolution in Lyon
second largest city; silk weaving, wholesale trade
severe crisis in luxury trades = massive unemployment
“popular” clubs versus urban elite

March 1793 “girondin” mayor and city council replaced by radicals

June 1793 radicals overthrown
(opposition to heavy taxation
of the richest property owners)

--radicals guillotined

August-October 1793 besieged

Counter-revolution and civil war; “federalism”
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