PREPARING A RESEARCH PROPOSAL: AN OUTLINE

A. Statement of the Problem

Succinctly state the problem to be researched.

B. Review of the Literature

Critically review the existing literature which bears on the stated problem.

C. Nature and Design of the Project

Describe in detail what the project intends to do and where the project will be carried out.  Hypotheses should be stated along with indications of expected outcomes.

D. Methodology

This section should describe the procedures and techniques for carrying out the project and should include at least the following points:

1) the nature of the data/information to be collected,

2) the methods for collecting the data (including the sampling methods where appropriate; interviewing techniques; participant-observation; questionnaires)

3) the sources of information such as library materials and field notes (with descriptions of field methods where appropriate).

E. Resources and Clearances

1) sources of funding (grants, loans, personal funds, etc.),

2) facilities available (such as computer use and lab/office space in the field and at the home institution),

3) equipment available, if applicable,

4) assistance available (e.g., contacts in the field or consultants to the project),

5) preparedness to conduct the research (e.g., background course work, prior related research experience, personal knowledge of the study site in terms of language and culture),

6) documents obtained or to be obtained (including Human Subjects and Informed Consent Forms, clearances from contact persons, letters of introduction from research director and from host institution, passport/visas, etc.).
F. Time Table

Specify the projected start up date, the period of fieldwork (broken down by time needed to set up and initiate the project, the time engaged in data collection, and the time required for data analysis and write up of the results), and a projected date of completion for the entire project.

G. Literature Cited

This listing might contain references that have not been located or looked at yet but will likely be of use before the project is completed.

COMMENT:  It can be expected that a satisfactory fulfillment of items A through D, as well as G, will be directly applicable toward completing the final write up of the project.


Following standard scientific format, the final write up will include:

A. Statement of the Research Problem

B. Literature Review

C. Design of the Project

D. Methodology

E. Results

F. Conclusions/Continued Research Suggestions

G. Literature Cited
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