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 Provide a voice to underrepresented or 
misrepresented people and/or interests 

 Mobilize people to participate in a process 
 Assist in the development or restructuring  of 

better public policy 
 Raise awareness of public policy decisions or 

lack of public action 
 Ensure leaders’ accountability to constituents 

and community 
 Support the development of a representative 

leadership culture 





 

 





 



 



 There are also differences in health care access and 
treatment outcomes by race/ethnicity, gender, and 
geography.  
◦ … and access to care and supportive services is particularly 

difficult for HIV-positive persons in rural areas, as well as other 
underserved communities.  

 Encouraging nontraditional sites to offer HIV screening. 
◦ This is also one element of a strategy to better meet the HIV 

prevention and care needs of people living in rural or under-
resourced areas. 

 As HIV service providers develop ways to improve delivery 
of care for these and other specific populations, including 
youth, people in or transitioning from correctional 
settings, and people living in remote or rural areas, it will 
be important to disseminate information about effective 
models to enable other providers to better serve those 
groups and overcome common barriers to care.   







 A law that applies to the delivery of federal 
grant and contract dollars 

 “No part of any appropriation contained in 
this Act shall be used to pay the salary or 
expenses of any grant or contract recipient, 
or agent acting for such recipient, related to 
any activity designed to INFLUENCE 
legislation or appropriations PENDING before 
the CONGRESS OR ANY STATE LEGISLATURE.” 



 

 Advocacy seeks support commitment and 
recognition from policy and decision makers 
and the general public about a problem 

 

 Education raises the level of knowledge 



 

 Look at who is making decisions 
locally 
◦ Tribal council, Ryan White planning council or 

consortia, CPG, city or county health department 

 

 Opportunities to be heard here are 
easier 
 

















 Meet with leaders regularly 
◦ Feed them information 
◦ Get on their radar 

 Qualitative and quantitative information is 
valuable 

 Know what you want to see changed 
◦ Solution not the problem 

 Speak to the burden of the disease or the 
system 
◦ Stress the social determinants of health 

 Work with the media 
◦ To help educate, not infuriate 

 



 Being proactive helps to avoid the appearance 
of victimization and can help to legitimatize a 
claim 
◦ Not that you shouldn’t seek assistance during times 

of victimization 

 Know your decision-makers at all levels 
◦ And their staff 

 Understand where in the decision-making 
process you can interject 

 



 

 Steering funding decisions 

 

 Steering policy decisions 

 

 Look towards implementation plans 
◦ State and department 
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